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TO THE 


Right Honourable 
[ELIZABETH 


Counteſs of 


Burlington and. Cork, 


| Sole Daughter and Heir of the 
f Right Honourable 


HENRY 
Earl Foes 


Madam, 


"'T. 5s now twenty. Ho. years 
-. ſmce. 1. humbly. So eſiwes bel 
Meditations to your Ladſhips 

| And 1 could net in duty do other- 

© wije, ſonce-they- were conceived i your 
& hoſe. where] had founa for many years 
Berra ableretreat.s inthe pullich and my 
A proate 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
private calamity, And yet by a more 
particular title your: Ladiſhip might | 
\ claim them as your own goods ,, For 
God baving ſent.me ſome 3riterruption 3 
in my health, whilſt your 'Ladiſhip ex- 
preſt much charity and tender care for 
my recovery, 1 endeavoured to make 
ſome amends for 'the diſcontinuance of 
mine attendance y and. ſpent' theſe 
thoug hts to give to your Devotion what | 
help I coula, that in your Prayers you © 
might ever meet God, whons many times | 
we miſ: when we go about to ſeek. him % 
Brow St v1. XL | 
Truly we oug ht to obſerve with our | 
beſt care what may be the 'reaſon why ſo |: 
often either we find no return of our | 
prayers, or find a return of diſpleaſure 
inſtead of comfort. As for the perverſe 
and hard-hearted;who'yet take uJor ; 
them to pray, the' blind: man bealedlby =; 
Chriſt ſaith. Joh: g. 31: That God | 
heareth nor finners;and he ſatth right, 7, 
for he means impenstent ſinners. 4; 
£ 
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But 'wbat have I to do with them 
toat ave without, ſpeaking now to yeur | 
godly 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
rodly ſoul, endowed with God's fear and 
FR love ? Why then are the prayers of them 
We bat love and fear God ſo little effefttual 
any times ? The main cauſe is the 
wandring of their thoughts when they 
are about that holy duty. For it #5 no 
worder that God granteth not what we 
ak, when we think, not what we atk. 
And it were a wonder if that Holieft of 
RX Holies, being ſpoken to without attents= 
"In, did not veſent ſo great a contempt 
Dwbich we would not uſe to our 11feriour s; 
TSince then the wandrirg of our thoughts 
| 3s the cauſe of that great evil, what is 
| the cauſe of that wandring? Indeed 
the prime cauſe is the incapacity of our 
= low carnal nature to comprehend the in- 

nite God, who being inviſible and 
immaterial, doth not help the mind with 
*4ny image proportionate to the ſerſe and 
Fpmag ination without which it 1 very 
oard for the underſtanding to fix his 
Fthoughts, And that defeft in our 14- 
g ture 1 made worſe by this defetÞ in our 
auty , that we make our addreſſes to 
Goa, having not conſidered before what 
A 4 we 
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nd you__ _n ks Ai. . 


The Epiltlke Dedicatory. 
we-are going about, what God. ts, and 
Wi24t we Are. 

And as the beſt things may be of il 
uſe, the ſaying of the prayers by beart ſo} 
neceſſary to many. people, - 45 uncapable 
to frame prayers, yet without an eſpe- 
cial good beed,will give-ware bcenſe. to} 
the wandering of our. thoughts, For © © 
words ſetled in the memory by lang cu- © * 
ſtom will come ta our tongues end before ®* 
they enter into cur minds, and ſuch is\* 

f 
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mans weakneſs, that things moſt ordina- * 
ry are leaſt heeded. 5 Y 
- For a help ag ainſt theſe incanvenien- 
cies, I have here ſet down models of 
prayers for every day of the Week,, and 
ewo for the Lords day. And before 
every prayer, 1 have ſet a Solilaquy gui-Þ * 
ded by atext of Scripture. That di- i 
verſuy of prayers may help to ſtay your il © 
attention, and more yet, the Soliloquies ® 
that nſher them. " 
For. becauſe we uſe ta fall on our 
knee: with our minds full of the buſineſ-F- 
ſes. and companies from which we come, 
« will be a wiſe courſe to take time to - 
| medi! ate 


The-Fpiftle Dedicatory. . 
4 meaiate- 4. little, and recolleft cur 
© thang hts before we begin to pray. (And © 
11 R$ becauſe many times we are no more fit 
{o 2 Jprak tor our ſelves of God than to 
!; if God, your Ladiſhip ſhall find here Sols- 
,. © /oguies ready made. | 
'q For the ſeveral days, Ihave choſen 
\y i different ſubjeits, and ſuch as contain 
i i #= this ſmall number the whole duty of 
ie i the Chriftian, and laid them in the or- 
A der that I thought fitteſt to ſet a confei- 
g ence in a good frams. For otherwiſe] 
Fentend not to tie Devotion to certain 
;- 9 4ays 5, the. Prayer for Monday being 
f if <&ke good for Tueſday. 
d To theſe prayers your Laaiſhip may 
e444 according as your neceſſity or diſ+ 
;. 8 cretion ſhall ſuggeſt. Which that you 
i might freely do, 1 made them not over- 
r 
s 


long, ſo that one' Soliloquy with the 
© Prayer will not hold you above a quar- 
_ ter of an houre 
oi 7 know your Ladiſhip. uſeth other 
"8 good helps, 40 your own more particular 
aſpirations" to Haven. And I pre- 
Jume nat hereby to make you decline 


P | 5 any 


. 
Z 
: 
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"© The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
ary form or devout cuſtom where you 
have found edification. But by uſmg 


. theſe ſometimes , the other will become ® 
new to your Lad:ſbip, and variaty-will | 
- make them more acceptable ana profi- | 


fable. 
One counſel T humbly crave leave to 
urge upon your Ladiſhip, That you ne- 


wer ſet your ſelf to pray without ſome | 


foregoing meditation, either of your own 
good thoughts, or another's mage read 
io your hand. To which end, I have 
in the end of this Week of Devotions 


added a preparatory Soliloquy for any 


kind of Prayer. For there being ſuch 
an immenſe diſtance between God 
Heaven, and man upon Earth, it # al- 
moft impoſſible for him that prayeth, 
to fix hus mind, newly come from worldly 
buſineſſes, upon bis Father which ts in 
Heaven, except he make before 4a 
Bridge of Medutation between theſe ſo 
arſtant ſhores. 

Here alſo your Ladiſhip ſhall find a 
preparation for the holy- Communion, 


#hhough you want not the labours of ; 


' others 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
Uthers that have worthily meduated up- 
on this ſubjett, whoſe good example 
ought not to ſlacken the ailigence of, 
other Dwumnes, but encourage their tn= 
duſtry. And the more this duty ts 
oppos d or negleited by others, the more 
it concerns us to attend it with devotion 


and diligence. | 
Though there be better helps abroad 


= for the prattice of Piety, theſe may be 
* more effettual with your Ladiſhip, be- 
| canſe they are your domeſtical goods, 


and produttions of your charitable care 


” of my health, which provoked my endea- 
$ wours-to take this care for the health of 
your Soul. 


Yet by theſe helps of Devotion I ds 
not ſo much intend to eaſe your Meditas . 
tion of a labour, as to ſtir up towards 
theſe ſacred duties the rare abiluies of 


= your brave mind, bleſt with a graciens 


diſpoſition to godlineſs and good works. 
Of . which 1 conld ſay much, but that 


your generous Pitty ſecketh not to be 


praiſed, but ſtrengthened, 
For that end I humbly preſent theſe 
Medit a- 


IFILIL 


| aiſhips- Devorion, "beſetchiny God - 
(iff them with his vertue from above, 
\..- That you may be ſtreng bened "with 
3p mit br by bu 5 hy in the inner man, 
.. growing every day from grate to "hy 
- und finally Faw gravers gry 7 
Madam, 

Your Ladiſhips 

- Moſt dutifvl and moſt 
$3, Gi affedtionate Servant, 


P. Du-Moulin. 
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' For the LOR D% DAT. 
_ Morning. : 


Plal..31. Verſe 23. 


O love the | Lord al ye bis Saints 
[ otherwile ] bss beloved. - 


Solilaquy. 


| As there ever a more rea- y 
| able defire than that _ 2 
thoſe whom God Toyeth = 


ſhould love him _ a>. 
" gain ?, For ſo many bleſſings which 

God ſends down in great ſhowers 
upon. 


F ; 2 | Soliloguy 


upon them,can they doleſs than ſend 
up to bim the Vapours of their holy 
affeCtions and thanks ? truly it was 


love, not that wwe loved him, but that 
he loved us, Yea, we love him, be- 
cauſe he. firſt loved us,"1 Joh. 4._10, 
Aid the chiefeſt effeCt of his love to 
mez1is the grace that he givethmeto 
love, him. © ! if love requires love, 
- and if benefits demand thankfulneſs, 
| what love, what thankfulneſs do I 
| - oweto my God in whomT have both 
* my being and well being ? 

But az the Sun makes us loſe the 


his love, which ſeems to ſwallow all 
the other effects, and-by its great 
light draws vpon itſelf alone the eyes 
of the devout ſoul. And that is the 
ſendIhg of the Son of God for our 
” redemption. For God hath ſo loved 
* .. the world, that he ſent his only Son in- 
- - * to the world, that whoſoever believeth 
on bim ſhould not periſh, but hve ever- 


laſting life, Joh, 3. 16, O unfathom» 
able 


by bim, that loye began, Herein 1s | 


ſight of the Stars,there is an effect of | 


: . 
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for the Lord's day Morn. 3 © 
able depth of the love of God ! Love _ 
ſtronger than death ! death of the Sun 
of God that gives us life. ! Happy is 
he that can dive into that gult- of 
mercy: | Notto find the bottom, for 
it hath none, but to loſe himſelf init 
withlove and: admiration. But it is 
a comfort to mein this temporal con- 
dition, where reaſon is ſhort-ſighted 
and-cannot reach to the height of the 
# knowledge of God, that it is poſlible 
for me to love more than I know, 
And without comprehending his my. 
ſeries, 1 "may rejoyce in his love, 
Praifed be God' tbat I know enough 
of him, to love him, though I ſhould 
know no more of him but that be1o- 
veth me, 
Thenthat I may perfeQly love him, 
I will take for my pattern the perfect 
love that he bears to me. He Joyed 
me, -and ele&ted me in Chriſt before 
the foundation of the world. Ag his 
love is eternal, mine mult be perpe- 
rual,” and partake; of the perperuity 
of its object and original. He loved 
| - me 


+; Soliloguy © 
me freely and withour hope of-profit; 
for though he ferch glory out of his 
Mercy'to me, he could have glory ce» | 
> nough without ic. And» he could | 
" Ttetch-pglory out of his Juftice, if he | 
' - had choſen rather ro:candemn me, 
| My loveto him then mult be altage- 
| ther free; Imuſt not Jove him with 
| - a-mercenary :ove, only for mine own 
- witility, bu purely and firapty, be- 
_ "cauſe heis good to me, . good in him» | 
| felt; andtheprime perfection. And |} 
| + becauſe iris the dury of the Creature * 
 cotove'the Creator, and of the re- | 
* HQeemedto love the Redecmer. 

- Þ£He hath loved me with a ſingular 
love, for Chriſt hath raken as much 
labour to redeem me, as if he had 
none but tne to redeem. Ir. is not by 
;. the 'great, it is in particular and by 

. Vireve of a fingular-election that lam 

redeemed. . And 1 may ſay after 
Ste. Paul, that God loved me, and gave | 
' bimfelf for me, Ga), 2, 20. ; Belides, ff | 
* . his love guideth and tendeth meas 
| carefully in all my ways, yea in:all I | 
| my _ 


for the Lard's day Morn. 5; 
my. ſteps,. as.if he bad none but me... 
to trend in all'the world. 1 muſt then 
for that, Gngular love . return him, 
I 2 love altogether ſingular, I muſt 
E love. nothing propetly but him, all 
other things. in him and for him, 
nothing out of him. Heloyed me fo. 
much- as to die for me ; 1 muſt alſo, 
love him- more than my life. He 
loyed me. as his Spouſe, | muſt alſo 
love him as my husband, but a hus- 
band to whom lowe my life and m 
felf; a husband that married me wit! 
eternal compaſlions, when | was by 
nature his enemy ; and marrying me, 
he endowed me with his own king- 
dom. 

How. it grieves me that | have . 
nothing to: bring to a. hugband ſo 
great and ſo good! For what.can 
bring to bim in} marriage, ſince he 
hath given me what I have, and made 
me what I am ? What then? Shall I 
bring him nothing? Yes, truly, 1 
will bring him my beart, [will give 
him wy loye. - For though [| ar 

im 


ER Soliloqu y 
- him my heart, and the grace to loye 


him, yet it isa gifc of mine when 1 
preſent it to him, becauſe I preſent it 


| - freely, Be the diſparity never. ſo 


great between the Creator and the 
creatyre, I may give him love for 
loye : che eternal God that: loveth 
me,” payeth himſclf with the love of 
his little ſervant. 
I will put him as a ſeal wpo 

beart,' Cant. 8.6. I will air Sin 
faſt and cloſe to my heart, that my 
heart "may rake the print of him, © 
and rag. loſe - his bleſſed figure. ? 
. He is fo good, that he defends me | 
even wken I offend him; 1 will be ſo 
3 ood as to love him even_when he 

rikes me. He keeps near me when 
I rurn away from him ; I muſt keep 
near-him even when he ſeems to 
* hide his face from me. | God pat!- 
* ently expects my repentance, I will 
| patiently expc@t his deliverance, He 
loved his own unto the end, Toh. 1 3: 
1. and he ftayes with them always , 
*2to the end of the world, Mat. 28: _ 

| an 


for the Lord's ddy Morn. #7: 
and*beyond, even'to eternity, His 
love tome hath no-end, no meaſure, 
no-intermiſfion 3 O that, my; heart 
were towards him'as his is towards 
me ! 'O that | could loye him tothe 
end, yea- without end, and that the 
world -and the fl:th ſhould make no 
iatecmiſſion in. my.love-!\- O.; that 1: 
could raiſe my.love to ſuch a. high de- 
gree, and there keep, that many wa- 
ters could "not quench that love,” nei- 
ther. cauld the floods drown it, Cant: 
* 3.7; But:to' that end | muſt crave 
7 the help of ks. holy ſpirit; 


IP #:4:7-E-R. 


Of” y.God,.my moſt gracious Fa- 
F : ther,..who baſt loved me from. 
all eternity, and wilt yet, love meto 

all. ctergity,-l, am. too. little to-com- 

prehend: the. greatneſs of-thy com- 

-paſlions, and the excellency of thy. 
promiſes.to me. Q Lord, how-ex« 

cellent is: thy loving-kindneſs 1 Pſat. 

36. /' Thou haſt not'only made me af- 
; cer 


-_ 
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ter thy, likeneſs, fed mg with. thy 


bounty, and preferved: me by thy 


providerfice,: but thoy haſt-noe.:been | 


ſparing of thine own Son,andthy Son 
hath not'been ſparing of his own life 
to redeem: me from death, and give 


. me the inheritance of thy kingdom. 


O the depth of the riches both of thy wiſ= 
dab bg mexcy { O -incomprehenlible 

oodnels!  O: infinite- love? What 
ſhall L render thee- for the ineſtima- 
ble treaſures of thy.grace-? Buteven 
this. belongs to the-infinity of thy * 
jove, that thou aceepteſt the love of 
thy little creature in exchange of thine: 
infinite love. Come then,” let me: 
love thee, let me bleſs thee, O my } 
God, who forgiveſt all mine iniqui= 
ties, who healeſt all my" diſeaſes 5 who 
redeemeſs my life from: deſtrutbion, 
who crowneſt me with loumngekindneſs 
and tender wercies, who" ſatisfieft my. 
mouth with good things, Plal. 1043: 3+ 
© my Saviour Jeſu, who for my ſake 
hadſt chy hands and fees pierced with 
eifs and* thy fide lanng'd'' with a 
2s ſpear, 


for the gets dey Morn. 19 * 


Fpear, be pleaſed to-make a whol- 


-ſome wound: in My breaſt with: the 
. point: of chy love. Foras by thy light 
we fee light, 10 by thy fervent love 


co us, 'we are inflamed with love to 
thee. | | 
O' thou, the firſt beauty, the firſt 


goodneſs, who only deſerveſt thax I 


make an incenſe of my affections un- 


+ to thee with the fire of love; I de- 
fire to know thy perfeCtions detrer, 


that T may love them better., Ide- _ 
fire (to love thee with'all - my heart, -_ 
and withall mine underſtanding, and 3 
"more yet with my heart, becauſe'it 


| F is morecapable ro embrace thee'than 


| 
| 
| 


mine unde rſtanding to know thee. 


Lord, how I efteemthe' Celeſtial glo- 
ry, becauſe there the fonl'knows thee. 
and loves'thee perfectly! And'how 


'theworld *and mine own fleſh diſ- 


_ 


eme, becauſe they make 'me in- 


: 


capable to 'know and love thee as 


much as I deſire! *But though I feel 
ty elf full *of imperfection, yer 'the 
deſire of my' font ito thy name, O Lord, 


and 


E. C10. WT » Prager 
IR — andriothe remerbrance of thee; With 
Fm have d deſired thee in the night, 
yea, with my: Jperit within, me! will' I 
» ſeth thee (early, 1tac26, 8, I will deek 
- thee}. ©: Lord, but: have peed: that 
F - thou feek me and fiad me, and'bring 
= /methy (elf:co. thee, and put far from 
KF ' mealkthingsand alldeſiresthat make 
* .,megoalſtray from thee. : i 
-+ My-God, beeaufe I love thee, | 
- deſire to pleaſe-thee ; and that-l may 
. Pleaſe thee, I deſire to be like unto: 
--thee.".,O great Bridegroom of my? 
” faxl;when wilt thou make me like un» 
IE. thee, that dl may be all bandſome, 
=  and-a fic Bride for thee ? When ſhall | 
” I be clad all about, all over, wich | 
| the iew mn which after God ss created 
| 3 righteouſneſs and. true holineſs ' if, 
WW +Ephel. 4. 24 How ambitious:am. I 
tobe deckt with the precious jewels 
” of-faith; charity, zeal, the ornament WF . 
 - of a meek, and quiet ſperit which before i | 
- thee 25 of grea! price, I Per. Zo, 4+ and \ 
| -aboye all with thy love which s:the bond 


of perfeltntſe, Col. . 3. 14+. that. thelc 


grace unto my head, and chains about 


adotned me with the-impuratian, of 
thy perfect righteouſneſs, my glori- 
| ous wedding gown , whereby Ido 
' appear before God, thy Father and 
mine, all righteous, and all perfect. 
- I will greatly. rejoyce in the Lord ; my 
» ſoul ſhall be joyſulin my God 4, for he 
hath. cloathed me with the garments of 


GG WW OO CY Tay Wo hd 


robe of righteouſneſs, as 4 Bridegroom 
aecketh himſelf-with ornaments,  and-ad 
a Bride adorneth_her ſelf with Wer jew+ 
els, Iſa, 61. 10. RIS 


mn ww HG, = ces 
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me fine with the jewels of thy merit, 


thy [pircit,that thy righteouſneſs ſerve 
not onlj; to juſtihe me, but much. 
more. to ſanftihe me. For I ſhall 
never be a Spouſe handſome enough 

C tor ſucha perfect Bridegroom till thy 
vertues, paſs unto and into, me, and 

change me into thy likeneſs by -the 

; | Operation 


6 45 


'* for the Lord's day Morn. 11 © 


Chriſtian vertues he an ornamen: of : 


my neck, Prov. 1.9. Lord, thou haſt * | 


ſalvation, he hath covered me with the | 


O Chriſf, who haſt already made# : 


be pleaſed to add unto them thole of - ; 


4 


\4 


| q +. andtoithe remembrance of thee, With 
I myo have defired thee in the night, 


, Fo : |  » . 
C1054 91 Prager 


11yea, with my: ſpirit meth, me! will' I 
ſeth thee early, Ita26. 8, I will ſeek 
thee. O: Lord, but.l have need: that 
thoufeek me and fiad me, and'bring 
"-methy (elf;co. thee, and put far from 

 mealtthingsand alldzlires that make 
-mego aſtray from thee. : - 

--:. My-Gad, becauſe I love thee, [ 

"Aefies to pleaſe thee ; and that-l may 

_- Pleaſe thee, [deſice. to be like unto: 

.-thee.: /O (great Bridegroom of my? 

"hen wilt thou make me like an« þ 
=itetbee, that I may be all bandſome, 

-and-a fic Bride forthee ? When ſhall J 

"I be «lad all abont, all over, with | 

_ the new mn which after God raged 


-#n \ righteouſneſs and, trug. holineſs | 
+Ephet. 4. 24+ How ambitious;an- 1 


'£ 


F robe decks with the precious jewels 


| 
| 
L 
of-faith; charity, zeal, the ornament : 
of s week: and quiet ſpirit which before fl 
[thee 35 of | great price, 1 Pet. 3+ 4. And y 
 .aboye all Nh thy love which ts.the bond 


of perfelineſs; Col. 3. 14+. that thelc 
Carle 


' for the Lord's day Morn. 11 * 


Chriſtian vertues he an ornament: of } 
grace unto my head, and chains about 
my neck, Prov. 1.9. Lord, thou haſt *' 
adotned me with the-imputation. of 
thy perfect righteouſneſs, my -gloti- 
ous wedding gown , whereby! Ido 


' appear before God, thy Father and 


mine, all righteous, and-all perfeCt. 


1 will greatly. rejoyce in the Lord; my 
+ ſoul ſhall be joyſulin my God 5, for he 
hath. cloathed me with the garments of . © 


ſalvation, he hath covered me with the 
robe of righteouſneſs, -as a Bridegroom 
decketh bimſelf-with ornaments, and-ad__ 
a Bride adorneth_her ſelf with Wer jews .\ 
els, 1a. 61. 10. ASS! | 

O Chriſf, who haſt already made#- | 
me fine with the jewels of thy merit, 2 
be pleaſed to add unto them thoſe of 
thy [p1rit,that thy righteouſneſs ſerve 
not onl; to juſtite me, but much 
more. to ſanftihe me. For 1 ſhall 
never be a Spouſe handſome enough 


S for ſuch a perfedt Bridegroom till. thy 


verrues, paſs unto and into, me, and 


change me into thy likeneſs by the 


Opcration 


: Jn 


» . 


#F ©hainer. .. O! in that 'expe&ation tr 


4 + Prayer © 

+," operation of thy powerful ſpirit, the 
- --Clief effect "thereof being 'a 'fervent 
love expreſt in a ſerious imitation, | 
. O Lord, thy bariney bver 'me #s love, 
Cant..-2. 4. my wedding 'hvery is 
love: With that livery I expeCt'to 
be. led 'by thee ito the 'Wedding- 


-Jove prodvice *hj$beſt-effe&. in 'nic, 
which is to change the perſon'o. 
ving, into the beloved, fo that I'may 

"truly fay, 1 am crucified 'with Chriſt, | 
nevertheleſs I live, "yet 'not 'T, "but? 

"Chriſt leveth in me, and 'the life which 3 
T now live in the "fleſh 1 live by the| 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me. | 

- and gave bimſelf for me,. Gal. 2 20.9 

Tlpok for an eternal. habitation to 


-  'live with thee, and live by thy life. 


E . *tilIrhou bring me into that wedding- 


*Bit it is too long for 'me to expe 


'room. Ihave a 'wedding-room for 
'thee in my heart, not ſo well fur 
niſht as 1 could wiſh to receive ſuch 
a great gueſt; 'but come Lord, and 
bring thy furniture of grace __ 

wit 


For the Lord's day Morn. 13} 
withthee. That houſe cannot want 
accommodation that is graced by thy 
preſence. O Lord, be rhou in me and 
Tin_thee, as thon Father art in the 
Son, and thou Son tn the Father, that 
1 alſo may be one with you, John 17, 
by the holy Ghoſt, the ſpirit 'and _: 
bond of love. And toyou Wome if 
fons and"one God be glory for ever. 
more, , Amen. 


& 
*_ 
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Joh. 14. Verſ. 23. 
IF a man love megbe ſhall keep my word. 


Soliloquy. 


Ow ordinary itiis to hear Gods F 
word, and how rare to keep | 
it! And how ſimply will men per. 
ſwadethemſelyes that they love God, 
when they take no care to pleaſe him ! 
> They love God as they do their hor. 
+ les, fortheiruſe, which is not loving 
-- God but themſelves. He that will 
loveGod,and not keep his word,doth 
as 2 wife married to a worthy huſ. 
band, to whom ſhe ſhould ſay, I wil Þ 
love you for my pleaſure and profit, | 
- but out of that I will do nothing that} 
you' require of. me. How near this 
compariſon comes to me whoſe foul 


is betrothed to my Saviour ow, 
+ whs 


5" 


- 
PA . . 
> "Y " _ 


For the Lord's diy Even. 15 
who loved me and gave himſelf for 
me, and bath ſigned the cantract of 

marriage with his own blood ! For 
it is t00-true, that my love to him 

FF hath more reſpc&ed my benefir than 
my duty. 

{ have often /preteſted that I loved 
him. - Now the puts my love to the 
trial. If you love me, reep ny command- 

nents, If a man love me, be ſhall ' 

keep my words, Joh. 14. 15. He will . 
p have love from his Spouſe ( and (uct 
is exery Chriftian ſoul) bur it is ac- 
ordiugtothelaws of matrimony ts 
love, to oberiſh, and to obey. It is 
the leſſon made to that royal Bride, 
which zepreſents borh the:Church of 
the firſt-born which are, written in 
beaven, and every good fou!. For. 
get thine own Ppeaple | and thy fathers 
ouſe, ſo ſhall the King greatly defive 
vy beauty, \for he 1s thy Lord, and 
worſhip thou bwm, Pal. 45. 10. That 
is Fl may confecrave my felt tothe love 
of that King.and Bridegroom of my 
loul, he will haveme to forget my car- 
p- "0 '3 nal 


©  F9 Soliloquy 


nal intereſles, He greatly deſireth 
and delighteth in that beauty which 
* himſelf hathgiven me; his renewed | 
- , 1mageſconſiſting in hisknowledge and | 


love, and faith in his promiſes. Buc i 


unleſs I worſhip him, humbly bow. 
ing and ſubjeting all mine affections | 
unto his word and pleaſure, I have | 
not that beauty«which he deſireth and | 
delighteth io, and I deceive my ſelf | 
with a falſe perſwaſion :that I love * 
him, For how can I love his perſon ® 
without loving his -pleaſure? And 7 
how can 1 make a ſeparation between 27 
him and his wil!, ſince his will is him- © 
ſelf? Tre tg : 
My foul, be thou-to thy God and þ 
husband aloving and obedient wife | 
let -his word. be precious to thee, 
learn-it,: cheriſh 4, keep it. Ir is Þ 


. . more deſirable than gold, and ſweet- 


er than hony, Pſal. 19. 10. It-is that 3 
heavenly wiſdom” whoſe wayes are | 
wayes of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths | 
are peace. She uatree of life tothem 
that lay hald on her, and happy # every 


one 


For the Lord's diy Even. 17 
0:42 that retains her, Pro. 3. 17. 
But what is it to lay hold upon her, 
r itto profeſs the truth ? What is it 
to retain her, is it to argue about re» 
ligion in diſpute ? Sure there goes 
more to that duty. It is to main» 
t1in the excellency of it by Practice. 
Pare religion and wuniefiled before God 
= and the father # this, To 'viſn the fa- 
i therleſs and widows in their affitie 
Fo, and tokzep bimfelf us ſpotted from 
8 the world, Jam. tr, 27, The love that 
; God expects of me, muſt be ſhewed 
FF to- his. commandments, ſo that [ 
= may ſay with David, my ſoul bath kept * 
= thy teſtimonies, and I love them excecd- 
ingh, Pial., 119. 167, ' | 
| nat I may love God as I ongihr, 
I muſt love all that he loveth, He 1-- 
= veth righteouſneſs and judgement, Pal. 
= 33-5. 1 witli then. give to al their 
right, beginning at himſelf, paying 
the love, _ the faith, the revererce, - 
and the obedience to him due. Nexc 
will give to my neighbours their. 
right, being ſincere in my words, 


B-3 faith- 


18 So/iloguy. 
faithful in my promiſes, juſt in my 
converſation, poſleſſing nothing, but 
what is juſtly mine z accouming the 
unjuſt g2in to be a loſs and a curſe, 
God deſpiſeti> not the ſacrifice of a bra« 
ken and a contrite heart, Plal. 5 t- 17, 
David calls it the ſacrifice .of God, 
I will then endeavour to break my 
heart with contrition, of which I 
have but too much cauſe, and make 
it a fic ſacrifice for him. 

I am commanded to do good aud 


Communicate, for with ſmh ſacrifices 


God is well pleaſed, Heb: 43. 16, And * 
L am taught that God laverh a chearful 
giver, 2 Cor. 9. 5. I will then chear- 
tully offer unto God taoſe facrifices 
of beneficence which he loveth. And 
lince I can do no good to my Savi- 
our that does me fo much good, I 
will do good to his Diſciples. 

God loveth the meek, and it was 
to them that Chriſt came to preach 
good tidings, Since he loveth them 
ſo much,, | wit love them allo, 1/4. 
61. 1. and I wil endeavour to be 
4 meek, 


EN | 

For the Lord*s day Even. 19 
meek, that he may love me. In theſe 
and inall things elfe I will endeavour 
to keep his word, becauſe T love hkn 
that gave it me to keep, and becauſe 
his will is my delight, O when ſhall 
that happy. day come, when I ſhall 
perfe&tly keep God's word, becaule 
| ſhall perfeAtly loye him ! When 
ſhall I live far from thoſe that keep 
not his word, becauſe they do not 
love him, and ſeduce or offend or in- 
terrupt them that would keep it ! 
When hall I live with the life of the 
Saints and bleſſed, that find all their 
pleaſure in loving and ferying God, 


and know no difference between their 


duty and their delight ! 
PRATYE R 


'Þ O God Almighty. and all good, 
| when I conſider that thou 1ma- 
heſt the winds thine Angels, and the 
flames of 'fire thy Miniſters, and that 


fire and hail, ſnow, vapour, and ſt or- 


my wind are fulfilling thy word, . Plal. 


Bs. "iy - 
a > St 
_ 


"= 20  Prajer 


F 148. 1 worder that things incapa- 


ble to love thee ſhould inyielably keep 
thy word, and that no creatures 
. ſhould decline to obey it, but thoſe 
whom thou haſt endowed in their cre- 
ation with a capacity to know and 
love thee. Lord, what a ſhame is 
this to me, that I ſhould be over- 
come in readineſs of obedience by 
thoſe- creatures that know not their 
1% ra to obey thee ! Yet, O my 
God, that knoweſt all things, thou 
knoweſt that I love thee, which is 
more than they do. But it is clear 
that I love thee not enough, ſince Ido 
not obey thee as readily out of love 
and reaſon as other creatures do 
without either, out of a meer inſtin&t 
of nature, My God, I humbly crave 
thy pardon for that. want of obedi- 
ence, and for my want of love which 
is the cauſe of it, O Father of mer- 
cies, cover that ſhortneſs of love with 
the infinity of thine. Enter not in- 
to judginentwith me for being ſo cold 
to loye thee, ſo flow to ſerve thee, 
. | ſo 
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For the Lords day E ven, 21 
ſo careleſs to hear and keep thy word 


-] cannot tell the number of the acts of 


my diſobedience againſt thy word, 
norſufficiently comprehend the great- 
nels of thy mercy, which 3s in the bea- 
ven, and of thy faithfulneſs reach- 
ing unto the clouds. O Lord, lince 
tny heavenly mercy 1s ſo great as to- 
promiſe remiſſion of fins ro al} thar 
would have their recourſe unto thee 
by the merir and mterceſſion of thy 
Son, thy faithfulneſs alſo ſhall be tv 
great as to fulhlthy promiſe to me 
thy {inful ſervant, who now ewbrace 
by faith the merit of thy beloved-fon; 
and implor- the benchr of his gra- 
cious intercculion, 

And that hereafter t may fo love 
thee that may: keep thy word, give 
me grace by the operation of thy ij1: 
rit to learn of that holy word-how 
I may love thee, Let. me love thy 


word with a feryent heart. Let: me 


come to 1t with-a” holy apperite, as 
thy Propher,” who found thy words; 
ana 1d eat. them, and thy word vous 
B5- (4721 0 


— 


22 Prayer 
wunto him the joy -and of jrejoycing of his 
heart, Jer.:15. 16.: Let: it be-to me 
quick, and powerful, and ſharper than 
any two-eaged ſword, Heb. 4. 12. Let 
| me ſenſibly find it profiteble for do- 
*  Arine, for reproof, for correittion, for 
- nſiruftion mn righteouſneſs, till I may 
| be perfei, thoroughly furniſhed unto 
all good works, 2 Tit. 3, 16. Be 
pleaſed to make me diligent in good 
works, zealous for thy glory, and 
charitable to my neighbours, Let 
me 70t love them in word, neither "4 
tongue, but it: deed and in truth. 
Jam. 3. 18. Let me ſet mine affe#i 
ons on things above, not on things on 
the earth, Col. 3. 2. Let not my 
heart /be ſet upon the world which 
I maſt leave, but upan thee my per- 
manent Poſleſſion. - Let my breaſt be 
a Sanctuary, where the incenſe of 
my holy affeCtions aſcend to thee con- 
tinually, and where thy ſelf may be 
- pleaſed to dwell, ſitting between faith 
and love as'it were between the Che- 
_ Tubias. Let thy will ever be my 
| | rule, 


For the Lord's day Even. 23 *: 
rule, thy fear my- guide, thy wif. 
dom my counſellor, - and thy pro» 
miſes my comfort. Let the words of my 
mouth, and the- mediation of my heart 
be acceptable in thy ſight, O Lord my 
ſtrength and my redeemer, Plal. 19._ 
14. Let me be blameleſs and harm- 
leſs, the child of God, without rebuke, 
inthe midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
nation, among whom I may ſhine as a © 
light in the world, Phil. 2. 15. 

O Lord opon the eyes, and turn the 
- hearts of thoſe that love thee nor,and 
keep not thy word, SanCtifie them+-.- 
that know thee, and in whoſe hearts 2 
thou haſt already kindled ſome ſparks :: 
of thy love, Deliver thy Church re- + 
deemed with thy blond from here- * 
fies, ſchiſmes, and ſcandals. And 
ſince ſhe is thy Spouſe, let her be pre- 
Jerted unto thee 4s a chaſt Virgin, 
having neither ſpot nor wrinkle, Epiel. 
5. 27. And let my ſoul, which is al- 
ſo thy Spouſe, be ſo prefented before * 
thee. © Strengthen by, thy Spirit thy 
children toſſed between or 4 
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” andtemptations, and perfeCt.thy ver. 
} - Ive intheir weakneſs, -Wipe off the 
foul aſperhons caſt upon thy Goſpel, 
.and- ler not the ſins of the profel- 
fors thereof be imputed unto the 
* holy truth which. they profeſs. O 
* letthy truth ſhine as the light, and 
= thy righteouſnefs as the noon-day. 
- Raileagain the walls of thy decayed 
= Jeruſalem. O great and falous God, 
ſtir up thy jealouſie and the bowels 
- of thy mercies.. Suffer not for ever 
- thy nametobe blaſphemed, and thy 
- redeemed children to be expoſed to 
= therage of the world and the De- 
- vil, God of peace bruiſe Satan un- 
” aer our feet ſhortly, Rom. 16. 2C. 
t Lord Jeſucome quickly, Rev. 22. ha- 
- flen the fulfiling of thy kingdom. 
© Begin now thy- kingdom within us, 
E deliveringus from the bondage of ſin, 
whole yoke isa thouſand times hea. 
z vier to them that love thee in truth, 
* than that of all the tyrants and per- 
+ lecutors. O Lord, if we be holy, we 
- Eannot be miſerable ; and if we love 
thee, 


'* For the Lords day Even. 25 © 
© thee,we cannot be beaten down by the :; 
hatred -of the world. O It me ever 
aſpire to thoſe eternal  tabernacles 
' where they are in a ſoveraign happi- 
neſs, becauſe they are filled with a 
ſoyeraign-love of thee. Endue me 
with vertue to fight the good fight, 
the remnant of the days of my va- 
nity, with a firm expectation that [I 
ſhall ſhortly and for ever enjoy thy 
great peace, and that victory into 
which death was ſwallowed up by 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, tro whoar 
with thee and the holy Ghoſt be-glo- 
ry for evermore, Armen. 
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, | Pſal. 38, Verle x. 


> For wine iniquities are gone over my 
head, as an beavy burden, they 
| are too beavy for me. 


Soliloquy. 


W HE life of a faithful ſoul is a 
3 ,Journey to God. And I praiſe 

his mercy, that I feel within me a 

ſincere deſire to be a traveller in that 

journey, For I know that to -draw 

near unto God is my good, and to 
© draw back from him is certain per- 
- dition, 
b But when I endeavour to riſe up 
* .. to God, | feel a heavy burden cf the 
» flcſhtying upon the wings of my de- 
 - votion, that keepethit. down. Then 
- . the number of my fins fills me with 
& ſhame, 


 - For Monday. 


For if the Seraphims cover their fa- 
ces with their wings before him, as 


not holy enough to behold that ho» * 


| lieft of holies; how can I appear 
before him with my weak unclean 
nature ? how can the ſtubble Rand be- 
fore that conſuming fire ? 

-: [ſee then, thattorife up to God, 
the firſt round of the ladder is hu- 
mility. 1 ſee that if 1 will be ac- 
quitted I muſt condemn my felf, and 
thatmy Judge will not pronounce me 
guilcleſs'tillI plead guilty. 


Wo is me ! lhave too much cauſe 


for -it, When I. conſider. what I 
have received of God, and what I 


have repayed him. . He hath -crea- |: 


ted me afrer his image, and I have 
disfigured it by fin, He hath made 
me for his glory, and I have fought 
mine- own. 
me with the light of his truth, and 
I have not walked'in his hght. 
He hath bought me with the pre- 
| CIous 


ſhame, and the high juſtice and heli- 
neſs of God ſtrikes me with terror. . 


He hath ſhone upon- 


7 


"lidaoy: 


| cious blood of his beloved Son, and 
{ 1did-not deliver to-him-that which 
+ he bought at ſo. dear a rate. My 
{ body and my.'f0ul belong to him 
# by right of creation, redemption, 
and preſervation ; and I did not-wor= 
thily, glorifte him in my body, and 
in my ſpirit which are his. How 
* many graces have I received of | his 
| liberality? *and what account can 
I give him of the uſe 1 put them 
* to? What thanks did I give him for 
+ - ſupplying my wants, and helping me 
+ out of my dangers? How many: times 
* inſtead of thanks, when he defended 
F meghave I offended him, and he while 
"F TI offended him defended me, 7s if 
FF. his goodneſs and mine unthankful- 
-F neſs had been ſtriving for maſtery ? 
F - Selomontelis me, that zo puniſh the 
4 juſt it 3s not good. Nor to ſtrike Prin> 
Ef Ces for equity, Prov. 27.26. Yet- it 
1s the uſage that I-have offered to 
| py God. | have ſtricken ar the juft 
> one, and the juſtice ir ſelf, by-grie- 
| -ving his good ſpirit, And-that juſt 
one 


For Monday. 
one is my Prince, And it is for his 


equity and forbearance that I abuſed 


him ; for had he ſunk me: into hell 
when I was wilfully ſinking into fin 1 
had he not continued unto me life, 
ſtrength and plenty, 1 could not have 
imployed his benefi 

benefactor as I haye done. 


How flackly, how overly have ' 


performed the duties of his ſervice ! 
what gadding of my thoughts in my 
prayers! What coldneſs in my devo- 
tion ! What neglect of good works ! 
Have I heard his word with attenitt- 
on! Haye I meditated on it with 
affeftion! Have I kept it with fin- 


cerity! And when God' toucht me +. 
with his good Spirit, did I readily *: 
receive and-entertain his good-mo- 


tions! Did Iopen to himevery time 
w_ he knockt, and ſaid to me as to 
tne Spouſe, Open to me my ſiſter, my 
love ! Did | not rather deſpiſe the 


- riches of his goodneſs and forbear- _ 
ance and long. ſuffering,not knowing, 


or ( which is worſe )-nut- minding 


_ that»: 
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ts to offend my- 
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I thy eyes all-ſecing, and thy jultice 


” 30 Soliloquy 
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that the goodneſs of God leadeth 
me to repentance! How {lowly do 
I ſtir-to raile' my thoughts to God, 
and how quick are my motions ts 
wards the world! How eaſily am 
I entangled with unbelieving cares 
and fears, and lalled with the de- 


.., Ceitfulneſs of worldly hopes ? Poor 


ſoul that afpizeſt to heaven thy coun- 


try, what a ftrangeair doſt thoulive 


in? where the wortd engrofſeth all 
the time, and one cannot think of 
God but by ſtealth? What a fleſhly 
priſon art thou confined to, where 


; Piety 1s languiſhing and ſin is live» 
- ly? where nature helpeth her cap- 
{. tivity, and feareth her liberty ? O 


wretched foul thai I am, who ſhall 


- deliver me from the body of this 


death! Cant. 5. 2. Rom. 7. 24+ 
| PRATE R. 


| | = God, whole majelty is- 


infinite, thy holineſs perfect, 


f0r-- 


For Monday; : 31 
formidable : I am-caſt down with 
ſhamegand confuſion of face, when [ 
think, how'pare thou art, and: how 
impure | am; herein the more guil-" 
ty becanſe thou haſt created me after 
thine image, and endowed me with 
thy holy knowledge, honouring me 
ſo much as to acknowledge me 
for one of thy Children in thy 
Son Jeſus Chriſt ; which higly grace 
ought to have made me ſtudious 
to become like my Father which 
is in heaven. Thou haſt given -me 
holy laws, thou haft compafſſed me 
about with loving-Kindneſs and fter- 
der mercies, thou baft comforted my 
foul with thy faving promiſes; but 
| have tranfgrefled thy laws, abuſed 
thy tender mercies; and turned the 
comfort of thy faving promiſes in- 
to an occaſion of carnal ſecurity. 1 
have been active for the -world, and 
flow inthy fervice;z | have fonght 
mize own things more than the things 
of the | Lord Jeſus: this decertfal 
world hath many tiates ſtolen my 


loye -_. 
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1ove which to thee only is due. And 
the ſubjects thou haſt given-me to love 
and glorifie . thee, I have miſapplied 
| to the contrary, being withdrawa 
i \ - fromthee by thy benefits whichſhould 
have drawn me to thee with cords of 
humanity. 1 have cumbred my mind 
- With diffident cares, and fears, offen- 
| _. five to thy love and providence ; 
whereas | ſhould have caſt all-my_ 
cares upon thee, for thon careft for 
me : how many faults of preſumption, 
how many faults of error, bow ma. 
ny ſecret faults do I daily commit be- 
fore thee the holyone, and the juſt, 
that hateſt iniquity, andjuſtifieſt: not 
'the wicked ! and how far am | from 
that holineſs requiſite in words, in 
thoughts, in actions, and more._in af- 
fetions, to walkin thy preſence ! O 
great and holy God, that ſeeſt all, 
that judgeſt all, and ſearcheſt the 
hearts and reins! Thave ſinned, what 
ſhall 1 do to thee thou preſerver of men ? 
Fob 7420. O Lord that hateſt not the 
work of thy hands, what doſt thou 
| EX- 
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expect of me a ſinful creature,but that 
I humble and condemn my ſelf before 
thy juſtice, and then by a faith work- 
ing by love appeal from thy juſtice to 
thy mercy? O Father of metcies, 
though 1 am a great ſinner, yet am 1 
ina condition to preſent unto thee an 
acceptable ſacrifice, ſince the ſacrifices 
of God are a broken ſpirit, a broken and 
4 contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not de- 
ſpiſe, Pal. 5 1.17.Our hearts are never 
whole before thee\till they be broken; 
and they cannot be-broken untilthou 
break them thy ſelf by thy good ſpi- 
rit, with the wholſome bruiſe of re- 
pentance. Our hearts are hard till 
thy {elf make them ſoft, and our lips 
cloſe in matter of confeſſing our ſins, 
and thy praiſes,until thou open them. 
Here is thenLord the beginning of my 
hope ; yea of my confidence, while [ 
am ſitting in the aſhes and tears of my 
contrition. For this contrition is the 
work of thy grace in me, ſeeing that 
In me abideth no good ; 7nd my ſeri- 
ous diſpleaſure to haye offended thee, 

and 


F $6: Prayer 

- andmydelire to return unto thee, 
is:the work of thy ſpirit drawing me 
to make me runafter thee. 

O Lord, there is forgiuentſs with 
thee that thou mayſt be feared, Pla, 
130. .If we were not finners, in vain 
had thy beloved Son come into the 
world ; and the grievouſnels of my 
lkns provoketh the 'greatueis of thy 
mercy. The greateſt fins are covered 
with the merit of my Saviour Jeſus, 
as the topsof the higheſt hillswereco- 
vered with the waters of the flopd. 

O'-wy God, whom 1 have fo much 
offended, I will not add unto my o- 
theriins that of incredulity ; 4 wwll 
wnbrace thy holy promiles, that who- 
Joeuer bhelieveth im Jeſus Chrift ſhall 
nat periſh, but have everlaſting _ 
yea that be that believeth ou;him. thang 
he were dead yet ſhall be live, EDS 4 
16. Lord rl va help thou my un- 
belief ; make metohearjoy and glad- 
neſs, that the bones which. thouthaſt 
broken way reppyoe. Hide thy face 
from my ſins, and. blot out all mune 1n- 
qurties: 
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Reſtore unto me the joy of thy 


Quit#es 
Salvation, and uphold me with thy free 
ſpirit, Pal. 51. a 

Truty I have ſin in my boſom, 
which ts a worſe death than the na- 


tural. Burthere by thy grace I ltave 
alſo the ſparks of faith, whichis the 
life of| the Soul, _O increaſe them, 
thou holy and good ſpirit. And 
fince the righteous ſhall live by faith, 
O Goed give me a faith that may 
frame in me the life of righteouſ- 


.neſs, and endow me with righteouſl. 


nefs that 1 may live by faith. Create 
im me a clean heart, O'God, and renew 
a right ſpirit within me, Plal. 51. 
Lord Jeſu, who being made guilty 
for me, haft taken away the guilt of 
my ſin, be pleaſed alſo to take away 
the iniquity of the ſame. For.thag 
which is moſt terrible tome in my fin, 
isnot. the terror of thy judgements, 
It is fin. it ſelf, It is fin that frights 
me wirh its vglinefs, that-confounds 


me- with its enormity, that breaks 


wy back with its weight. 24ine 
$118- 


- 36 * Prayer for Monaay.- 

7 gniquitits are gone. over my head a 
an heavy burden, they are too heavy 
for me, Plal. 51. O great delive- 
rer of the captive and tne opprelled, 
thou that ſayeſt, come unto me all ye 
that are weary and heavy laden, and 1 

. will eaſe you, Matth. 11. 28. I come 
to thee weary and heavy laden with 
the weight of my ſins. Eaſe me, 
my Saviour, according to thy good 

' profttiiſes, free me from the yoke of 

-eliqity, and ſo ſtrengthen me with 

\. hy free ſpirit, that I may lay aſide 
; every weight, and the ſin that doth ſo 
ealily be-{et me, and that 1 may run 
with patience the race that-is ſet be- 

fore me, looking unto-the Lord [e- 

ſus the author and finiſher of my faith. 

To 'wkom' with thy father, and thy 

good ſpirit be glory for ever, Amen. 
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Rom. 5. Verſe-1. 
Alta being juſtified by. faith we 


have peace with God through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


Soliloquy. 


| Wea way ſoeyer 1 look upon 


the world, whether L conſider 
the extent of all its regions,or the va- 
riety ofevents, or the multiplicity of 
conditions of men, or the ſucceſſion 


of yearsfimce the frit fin til now-z 1 


find in all times and places the-la- 


mentahle effects of the diſſeution be- 
tween God arid man. lnmant fee a 


general and opiniatre Apoltaſie ſrom 
hiyMaker, his thavghts are far from 
God, his allections are deboiſhed 

| C from 
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from his love, his aftions are oppc- 
ſite to his commandments. Yea, he 
goeth about to perſwade himſelf that 
God is but a Chimera invented by | 
Princes to keep the ſubject in awe. | 
The fool hath ſaid in his heart there is 
0 God, Plal. 14. 1. For though he 
cannot ſay fo much in his underſtan- 
ding that conyinceth him of the con- 
trary, yet he entertaineth it 1n his 
heart, becauſe he wiſheth it were ſo; 
there being nothing more terrible to | 
a felon than. to think on his Judge. 
Out of that enmity againſt God pro- þ 
ceeds all the wicked- deeds that are 
committed in the world, thoſe heaps 
- of iniquity that ſtrike heaven with 
their height, and make the earth 
groan under their weight. I ſee on 
the other ſide how God juſtly irrita- 
ted ſheweth forth by his judgements 
the quarrel he hath againſt man, ma- 
king the Summer to fcorch him, the 
winter to chill him, his ground to be 
b:rren, his air to be peftiferous, | 
the ſtorms to beat him, the ſea to | 
. Wrack V 


For Tueſday. . 39 
wrack him, vermin to conſume him, 
wild beaſts to. tear him, hurts and 
ſickneſles to torment his body, care 
and remorſe to torture his foul, and 
the world to be puniſht by its own 
wickedneſs; for what elſe are robbe- 
ries by ſea and land, violences of war, 
and oppreſſions of law, but puniſh- 
ments that men inflict one uporrano- 
ther for rebelling againſt God ? And 
yet that which is ſeen of Gods judge- 
ments 1s nothing to that which is not 
ſeen, the torments of conſcience, and 
that lake of fire and brimſtone prepa« 
red for God's enemies, where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched, where there is wailing and- 
gnaſhing of teeth, where the torment 
hath no end, becauſe the enmity with 
God hath none. 

And when from about me I turn 
mine eyes within me, there I find to 
my great grief a remnant of that car- 
nal mind which isenmity againſtGoJ; 
the fleſh Infteth againſt the ſpirit, and 
the ſpirit againſt the fleſh, and theſe 

- C2 | 


are 


Solilogty 
Ire contrary the one-to the, other, ſo that 
7 cannot. ao the- things that I would. 
And I cannot but impute all my crot- 
ics, and all mine-infirmities of body, 
and troubles of mind, to that old 
quarrel that God hath: againſt ſip. 
But I ſufter nothing but what is com- 
mon tothe children of God that have 
peace with him through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. For while the indignati- 
on of God is ſpread over the perverſe 
world, and the children of Gcd 
themſelves are not exempt of it in this 
world, becauſe they arenot yet alto- 
gether exempt of perverſeneſs-; Yet 
among theſe remnants of fa, and in 
the midſt of the wages of ſin which 
are death- and affliftion, the. peace of 
God which paſſeth al underſtanding 
keepeth their. hearts and minas through 
Feſws Chriſt, Phil. 4. 7... And they 
tee] within a-holy perſwaſion that 
their peace is made with God. How 
brautiful-upon. the mountains are the 


| | feet of bim that bringeth good tidings, 


that publiſheth peace, that bringeth 


£008 
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good tidings of good, that publiſheth 
Salvation, that ſaith wnto Sion, thy 
God reigneth? Eſa, 52. 4. O accep- 
table news to me that am conceived 
in iniquity, and by nature a cnild of 
wrath even as others, that -God 
ſpeaketh to my heart and there cri- 
eth that my iniquity 1s pardoned, that 
T have received of the Lords hand agus 
ble for all my ſins ! Yea, though my 
many fins were.a hundred times more 
numerous, God my judge hath re- 
ceived double ſatisfaction for them, 
ſo. precious is the merit of my Savl- 
our, ſo effeAual is the vertue of his 
death which he ſuffzred for me. That 
great peace Is oficred to all, but re 
ceived by few ; Chriſt came uito his 
own and his own received him not, 
but as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the ſons of 
God, eyen to them that believe on his 
name. I bleſs his grace I am one. of 
them that have received bim, and he 
dwelling in my heart through faith, 
which himſe}f hath given me, aſſureth 
C3 me 


24 Soliloquy 

me that of an enemy by. nature I af 
become one of his children. He that 
awelleth in the high and holy place, with | 
bim alſo that 1 of an humble and con- | 
tre ſpirit, la. 57. 15+ is pleaſed to 
make his dwelling within me by his 
gracious preſence, and there to ſet 
- his throne. of peace, whereby he ſtil. 
lIeth the ſtorm of my perplexities, 
cares, and fears, of that fear eſpeCis« 
ally that makes one for fear of death 
tobe all his life ſubject unto bondage, 
Heb. 2. 15. By thegrace of my God 
1 fear not death eternal, for my Sa- 
viour hath ſwallowed it in victory. I 


+ . fearnotthe temporal, for that great 


Saviour hath ſanctified' it, and chan- 
ged its nature by his death, making 
it from a gate of Hel}, that it was, 
the gate'of heaven to them that be. 

lieve on him. 
From this ſtate of grace and peace 
look as from a ſafe harbour upon 
the tempeſts that are raiſed abroad, 
by the turbulent perverſity. of men 
deſtitute'of the grace of God z _ 
« alſo 
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alſo juſtly poureth upon them the vi- 
als of his wrath, Great Empires are 
ſhaken, Monarchies are pulled downs, 
Men tear one another with wars and 
law-ſoits, and mine intereſles are not 
free from the toſſing of the general. 
But among that tumulc 1 enjoy with- 
inthe peace of my God; and my 
heartis a ſanCtuary where God dwells 
with me and I with him, If he ſend 
me afflictions,it is only to multiply his 
comforts and ſhew his marvellous lo- 
ving-kindneſs, by ſaving me: by his 
right hand, Pſa, 17. 7. He hath de- 
livered me from eternal pains ; he 
ſanQifieth the temporal for wy good. 
He makes his rod like that of- Aaroz, 
to bring me both fruits and flowers. 
Fam aſſured that all that he ſends 
me is good, fince it comes fromthe 
hand of my God and Father, and that 
finally he will make me victorious, 
triumphing over all the enmity of Sa- 
tao, the world, and the fleſh; and 
xecelive/*me into his great eternal 
peace, clad-with: the righteouſneſs 

| C4 of 
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me that of an enemy by. nature I al 
become one of his children. He that 
awelleth in the high and boly place, with 
bim alſo that 1 of an humble and con- 
tre ſpirit, ita 57+ 15- Is pleaſed to 
make his dwelling within me by his 
gracious preſence, and there to. ſet 
- his throne.of peace, whereby he ſtil. 
leth the ſtorm of my perplexities, 
cares, and fears, of that fear eſpecis« 
ally that makes one for fear of death 
tobe all his life ſubject unto bondage, 
Heb. 2. 15. By thegrace of my God 
1 fear not death eternal, , for my Sa- 
viour hath ſwallowed it in victory. I 


- . fearnotthe temporal, for that great 


Saviour hath ſanctified' it, and chan- 
ged its nature by his death, making 
it from a gate of Hel}, that it was, 
the gate'of heaven to them that be. 

lieve on him. 
From this ſtate of grace and peace 
look as from a ſafe harbour upon 
the tempeſts that are raiſed abroad, 
by the 'torbulent perverſity of men 
deſtitute of the grace of God z _ 
: alſo 
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alſo juſtly poureth upon them the vi- 
als of his wrath, Great Empires are 
ſhaken, Monarchies are pulled down. 
Men tear one another with wars and 
law-ſaits, and mine intereſles are not 
free from the toſſing of the general. 
But among that tumulc 1 enjoy with- 
in the peace of my God; and my 
heartis a ſanCtuary where God dwells 
with me and I with him, If he fend 
me affliftions,it is only to multiply his 
comforts and ſhew his marvellous lo- 
ving-kindneſs, by ſaving me: by his 
right-hand, Pſa, 17. 7. He hath de- 
livered me from eternal pains ; he 
ſanQifieth the temporal for wy good. 
He makes his rod like that of Aaroz, 
to bring me both fruits and flowers. 
Fam aired that all: that he ſends 
me-is good, fince it comes fromthe 
hand of my God and Father, and that 
finally he will make me victorious, 
triumphing over all the enmity of Sa- 
tao, the, world, and the fleſh.; and 
xeceive.*me into his great eternal. 
peace, clad--with, the righteouſneſs 
* C 4 , of 
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44 _ Prayer 


of my Saviour. For being juſtified 
by - faith I have peace with God 
throvgh Jeſus Chriſt my Lord, 


PRATE R. 


"A Lmighty God and merciful fa- 
| ther, who teacheſt me by thine 
Apoſtle that mercy rejoyceth againſt 
judgement-; Jam.'2, 13. I praiſe and 
glorific thee with all mine affeCtions, 
that thou makeſt me find in my con- 
ſcience the expoſition of that holy do- 
&rine,- For when I conſider the' ge- 
neral condemnation of the wicked 
world, living in natural enmity a- 
ainſt thee, and that my ſelf being 
rn in that condemnation, never- 
theleſs it pleaſeth thee to ſpeak peace 
to: my ſoul,” and ſeal in my heart the 
remiſſion of 'my fins by a lively faith 
I am rapt up with an holy admira- 
tion, and deeply toucht with humi- 
lity, joy, gratefulneſs, and love, 
. tookingwith bowed head and fixt eyes 
into the depths of thy mercy. 


* wo TH UH 13 WU 53_ rows Y 3 44 ww 839 Hons C7 © 13 


WO 4 


- For Tueſday. | 45 
O. what” depth of mercy that thou 
great God of infinite Majelty and 


| power haſt given thine own ſon to rc- 


deem thine enemies! That thine eter- 
nal ſon-hath taken my fleſh to-give me 
thy ſpirit, that he bath ſuffered death 
to give me life, that he. hath born 
the weight of thy wrath to give me 
thy peace. That. whereas | was by- 
nature a child of wrath, 1 am adopted 
now into the rights of thy: children 
F.ither of mercies,  O that I might 
know-thy mercy enough to love thee 
enough! O God of. my. Lord | fus 
Chriltthe father of glory, Give me rhe 
ſpirit of wiſdom and Revelation in the 
knowledge of him. The eyes of my un- 
derſtanding being inlightened that T1 
may know what 1 the hope of thy cats 
ling, and ' what the riches of - the glory 
of thine inherit ance in the Saints, and 
what is the exceeding greatneſs of thy 
power towards us who believe «Ccor= 
aing to the working of thy mizhty pow- 
er which thou haſt wrenght mn. Chriſt. 
Ephef, 1. 17. O Chriſt the great ard 

on only 
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' onſneſs of thy Son be upon me 


46 Prayer 


only Mediator of my peace with thy 
father, how ſhall I ever ſufficiently 


comprehend the excellencyof thy love, 


and the greatyeſs of thy benefits! | 
am naturally defiled with iniquity,but 
thou -haſt 'waſht me in thy bloud. 
My {ins are 'a heavy burden, but 
thou haſt born' them upon thine own 
ſhoulders.* I am guilty before the 
judicial throne of thy father, but Iam 
acquitted'by thine Interceſſion. I am 
unrighteous, but thou haft covered 


, me with thy merit. Who ſhall lay 
' , any thing to my charge, lince Chriſt ju- 


ftifieth 'me ? Rom. 8. 33- And how 
canft thou condemn mezif the righte- 

! My 
God, 1 am ſo far from expeCing 
condemnation for my ſins, that I-ex- 
pect recompence for the righteouſ- 


' neſs of thy Son, now mine own. And 


no leſs recompence I expect than the 


kingdom of heaven, for no recom- 


pence is too great for the merit of 

Jeſus Chriſt; which is mine. 
That harveſt, by thy grace, is ſure 
0 
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to mel truſt, but it is yet in the blade» 
Yet I feel the ear ſhooting forth with 
in me by thy peace which paſleth all 
underſtanding, whereby Iam made 
certain that thou art my father, that 
Jeſus Chriſt is my Savioury that thy 
Kingdom is mine inheritance. 

/ Bat becauſe ſin hiveth ſtill in me,and 
the fleſh-is ſtubborn, the world ſet- 
ting upon -me, now with ſeducti- 
ons, now with open hoſtility, and $a. 
fan's continual work is to /trouble 
the'peace of thy children, by caſting 
new guilt-upon their conſcience; l/be- 
ſeech thee, O great Prince of peace, 
to come thy ſelf,aud take in thy hands 
the reins of mine affcCtions, keep- 
ing them in obedience under the em- 
pire of thy ſpirit; That being ever 
- © ruled, by him, 1 neyer break peace 
d WF with thee by any rebellion. That 
c IF being juſtified by faith,I be ſanCtified 
- W by the ſame. That my peace being 
f | made with thee by the merit of my 
Saviour, I hate fin which is the dif- 
cord and hoſtility againſt thee, bring- 
ing 


s TY Ramy 


* > His 5& ow CD m& 


*» UYQ — < 


"48 Prayer for Tueſday. 
ing trouble to the conſcience, and 

.._ fetcing the. ſoul at variance with her 
ſelf,. Let righteouſneſs and peace kiſs 
each other in my foul, Pſal. 85. Let 
thy peace in my heart bring forth that 
right uſe declared by thy word, that 
thou wilt ſpeak peace unto thy peo- 
ple and to thy Saints, that they may 
turn no more unto folly, Pſal. 35. 8. 
Do this, O. God of peace, for the 
love of thy ſon our peace-maker. To 
whom with thee and thy holy ſpirit 
that ſealeth thy peace in our hearts, 
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. be glory for evermore. Ames, 


49 
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Rom. 6, Verſes 21, 22. 


What fruit had ye then in thoſe things 
whereof you are now aſhamed, for 
the end of thoſe things 1 death. 

But now being made Foo from ſin and 
become ſeryants to God, ye have your 


-* fruit unto holineſs, and the end ever- 
laſting life, 


Solloquy. 


Ow imperfeCt is the condition 
of the faithful ſoul in this 
world! After Ihave leit ſin by repen- 
tance and lift up my heart to God by 
faith, I muſt yet look back upon fin 
with ſorrow. For though I leave It, - 
it will not leave mez-I have cOn- 
demned it, but I have not, yet cruct- 
fied it, I ſhake ir, but I cannot make 
Kt ungraſp.” yet 


$- 56/ Soltloquy : 
A __ Yet, bleſſed be God, it hath-not 
\ that ryle over me ,which it had be- 
fore : for-Chtiſt, who hath freed 'me 
from Hel], hath now begun that free- 
dom in me by cutting off.many bonds 
of ſin, nthat fator of Hell, which lay- 


| -eth: ns aſleep, arid then binds us:to 


[= deliver us to the Devil, 'Fhe fins 
| that tempted my deſire, .vow-move 
{ mine indignation,. and affright me 
| -more with their vglineſs thanever 
they allured me-with their fmiles.. 
And as all things help together for _ 
; good unto them that loye God; the 
WH remembrance of my ſin; teacheth me 
3 to hateit. For what fruit did I reap 
{| but ſhame by ſinning ! And yet ghas 
is the beſt that comes out of it. Fax 
- It is far worſe when-by ſin we'Toſe 
* ſhame, and get impudence and hard- 


4 neſs. 
[ 


What a ſhame is it to me to have 
ſubjeted this beam of the God-head, 
mine intelligent ſoul, to things far 
under me, to hive captivated the ſpi- 

| p [It 


' _. For Wedneſday, «5x. 
rit under the fleſh, and ( as far as lay 
in me ) God under” the world ? 
What a ſhame to have ventured the 
loſs of my birth-right for-a poor 
' Meſs, and more reſpefted the favour 
or disfayour of men, than of God, 
whoſe all-ſceing eyes do alwayes look 
vpon me, and into' me ?: Yet it is no 
more ſhameful than true that 1 have 
offended my God that created me 
_ after his image, redeemed me by the 
blood of his Son,fealed-me by. his Spi- 
rit, and preſerved me by his Provi- 
dence. ; | | 
And what had become of me if 
\ God, juſtly angry , had given me 0+ 
yer to the pride of life, and the 
charming - vanity of this wicked 
world? For the end of thoſe things 
is death. That vanity is a'Syren which 
draws us on with ſmiles and fair 
words to caſt us head-long. It is a 
ſmooth ſtream which: carrieth them 
that float upon it into agult of per- 
dition. It 1s a captivity ending in - 
death, like that ot rebels overcome 
in * 
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| | in.battle which.are put'to the ſword. 


 Andthis is-the fruit of the bondage 
of ſip. 


Where as being made free from fin 


| and become ſeryants of God we haye * 
t _ our fruit unto holineſs, and the end 


+ everlaſting life. God by his great 
mercy hath freed me from Hel} alto- 
gether, and already fromfin in part ; 
but [ ſhall loſe the laſt and beſt part 
| of that freedom, and the firſt alſo in 
= the end,-if I turn my liberty into li- 

- centiouſneſs, For - Chriſt -hath not 
freed me from the bondage of Satan 
- thatl ſhould have. no maſter, but be- 
| ing made free from ſm I am become 4 

* ſervant of righteouſneſs, Rom. 6. 17. 

F | In Countries where {laves arefajd, 
{ Who ever -bought a ſervant to have 
* No ſervice from kim ? And ſhall not 
God who is as wiſe as: he is mer» 
ciful get ſervice from thoſe whom he 
| hath bought by the bioud of his ſon, 
| and freed by his Spirit > Good rea. 
t ſon he ſhould. I am the Lord's freed, 


"MM  tcrvant, and therefore his ſervant be- 


Caulc 
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tauſe 1: am freed by him, for there: 
fore-be freed me that 1 might ſerve 
him. .. As on the other/ſide 1 am-free 
becauſe 1.am bis ſervant, for in- his 
ſervice lieth the ſoveraign liberty of 
' thecreature ; and he truly reigneth, 
and he only, that ſubjeterh ' himſelf 
wholly to God, for then he .is ma- 
ſer at home, commanding his de- 
ſires and affettions in God's right, 
Whereas he that ſubje&teth not him» 
ſelf to him-is the ſervant of. fin, and 
liveth miſerable under his unruly 
paſſions, / as in a diſtrated common- 
wealth torn between many petty. ty- 
rants. - 

Come then, my ſoul, let us labour 
to perfect that freedom which God 
bath- already wrought in us by his 
good ſpirit. - Let us break what re- 
mains in us of the bonds of fin, which 
tieus ſtill too faſt to the world and 
the fleſh. Let us ſtand faft in the li= 
berty. wherewith Chriſt bath wade us. 
fret, and let us not be imangled a- © 
£4inwith the yoke of bondage, Gal. 5.1. 

O 
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Soliloguy 
O what goodly fruit,” what bleſſed 


_ end is brought fofth by 'this ſpiritu= 


al freedom ! The fruit thereof 55 unto 


holineſs, and the end' everlaſting life. 


Firſt, the fruit of holineſs, then the 
efid everlaſting life, a divine and'in- 
violable order, I muſt not hope to 
have for the end everlaſting life, un- 
leſs I yield before the fruit -of holi- 
neſs, And with good reaſon holineſs 
is called a fruit, ſince it feeds our 
faith, which is our ſpiritual life.” If 
I be holy, I reap all the' fruit of my: 
holineſs. - And what grea ter ſruic 
can a faithful ſfoul-conceive, thai to/ 
pleaſe him that loved her ſo much? 
God in his ggodneſs will take care 
co-give me eternal life ; but the"care- 


. that Lmuſt take is,-that ILmay- walk 
=. worthy of.the Lord unto all well-plea- 


ſing, "being fruitfnl in every good 


work, arid encreaſing in the know- 


ledge - of God, Cal. 2. 10, - But: for 
chat 1 muſt huobly: crave his help + 


ot 
x 
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PRAYER. 


Y Saviour Jeſus, who haſt To- 
ved me and waſhed me from 
my ſins in thy blood, and haſt pre- 
ſented me arrayed and deckt with thy 
precious merit unto God thy Father : 
the mgre thy grace is admirable"to- 
wards me, the more am I aſhamed 
and grieved, that any thing diſplea- 
ſing unto thee ſhould remain yet 
within me. The remembrance of 
my ſins paſt is diſpleaſing unto me, 
- and much more the ſenſe of the pre- 
ſent. I have a deep ſorrow that I 
have offended thee, but more that! 
offend thee ſtil], O when ſhall the 
fall deliverance come; 'when all the 
| bonds of ſin ſhall be 'eve'off, when 
there will be no moreclouds between 
heayen and me, that ſtop the paſſage 
of prayer, and no more weight that 
keeps the ſpirit from riſing'to thee ? 
 -OLord Jeſus, who haſt plackt me 
out of the-Jawes of Hell by thy vi- 
tory 
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56. Prayer ; 


Qory over death, be pleaſed to com- 
pleat thy conqueſt in my foul. For | 
ſhall not account my ſelf futly re- 
deemed till 1 be reſcued fram_ the 
power of fin ; and that is the princi- 
pal end of -thy coming, that is the 
principal effect of thine obedience, I 
learn-of thine Angel fore-runner and 
fore-teller of thy birth, that. thon 
beareſt the name of Jeſus, becauſe 
thou ſaveſt thy people from their ſms, 
Matth. 1, 21. Thyere #s with thee 
Plenteous redemption, and thou ſhalt re- 


. deem tſracl from | all his iniquities, 


Pal. 130. 7. Lord itis that plente- 
ous redemption that my ſoul longeth 
for; I cannot be contented with leſs, 
than to be redeemed from all mine 
iniquities. I cannot conceive neither 
Salvation nor liberty without it, 
Therefore will 1 call upon thee to 


 befreed fromſin, I will my ſelf. la- 


bour for it with all mine endeayour. 
And the freedom which it hath plea« 
ſed thee to begin within me, kindleth 
my deſire and provoketh my diligence 

to 


OO 0 8 
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to bring 1t to perfetion. Yea, Lord, 
[ wil} tay after thy ſeryant David, [ 
will walk at liberty, for I ſeek, thy pre= 
cepts, Pal: 119, 45. Being allured 
that I ſhall find in thy ſervice perfect 
freedom, O what frecdomz yea, 
what empire ſhall my ſoul poſſeſs, 
when ſhe ſhal} be altogether ſubject- 
ed to thy good ſpirit, who in recom-. 
pence wlll ſubjeR this rebellious fleſh 
unto the. more ſpiritual part of the 
ſoul, this fleſh which ſo. often raif 


"eth, even in faithful hearts, a party 


againſt God; and ſets on the paſli- 
ons to ſhake off the. magiltracy of - 
piety and.reaſon. FO 

Oſon of God who, makeſt us free 
and then we are free indeed, Toh. 3. 36, 
I defice not. £0 be free to make liber- 
ty a covering of maliciouſneſs, or to 
turg'thy- grace into, wantonnels,  [ 
deſire but to change one ſervice fora- 
nother, the. ſervice to (in for the ler- 
vice.to righteouſaels.. 1 deſire to.be 
free that I may be thy ſeryantz” yea, 


_ that may ſerve thee with full liber- 


ty 
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58 _ Prager 
ty, freely -beſtowing all the powers 
and faculties of my ſoul upon thy ſer- 
vices. and making my heart a hurnt- 
offering, a living ſacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto thee, which is my reaſe« 
nable ſervice. | 

O God and father of my Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, thou haſt ſanftified me in 
ſome meaſure by thy Spirit, becauſe 


"thou hadſt before redeemed me by 


thy Son; but I long for the perfe&t 
ſtature; all isnot well with me till 1 
have the full meaſure. And how far 


- Lamyet from it, it prierss me to 


think on. But this one thing I do, for- 
getting thoſe things which. are behind, 
and reaching forth unto thoſe things 
which are before, T preſs towards 
the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in, Chrift Feſua, © Phil. 
3. 13. © O Lord, if T have the-grace 
fincerely to preſs towards the mark; 
I cannot 'wiſs the prize of thy high 
calling.  Giye me but the grace to 


_ preſs towards the-mark, and 1 leave 


to thygoodneſs the care of beſtowing 
eG * 2," the 
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the prize upon me. Let thy Sabbaths 
bemy delights, thy word my food, 
thy will my rule, thy commandments 
my buſineſs, and thy promiſes my in- 
conragement. I long more to be ſan- 
ified than to: be glorified z and I 
long to be glorious that I may be ho- 
ly. But it is of thee, O Lord, that 
I muſt expe both: araw "me, O 
Lord, and I ſhall run after thee, Cant. 
I, 4+ Turn me and I ſhall be turned, 
Jer. 3+ 19. Teach me to dothy will, for 
thou art my God, Plal; 14.3. 10. Work 
me both to will and4to do, according to 
thy good pleaſure, Phil. 2. 13. for 
thy Sons fake, and by thy Spirit, and 
perfect my holineſs for thy glory. 
Amen. 


Sow > 


"For THURSDAY. 
- - Pſal..116. Verſe 12.- 


What. ſhall 1 render 'unto the Lord 
for all his benefits towards me ? 


+ Sojiloquy. 


T is the querulous and ungrateful 

humour of man'to keep an exaCt 
reckoning of his aff; tions, moſt of 
which arebut imaginary, and to mur- 
mur' againſt God, but to forget his 
benefits and take no notice of ther, 
no not. when he fills. himſelf with 
them. Although there is none ſo at- 
flited upon earth, but hath more 
reaſon to thankGodthan to complain, 
though he had nothing but life and 
the way open for repentance, 

To praiſe God for his graces is the 


higheſt duty of the Chriſtian, and to- 
g<tner 
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for Thurſday. "61 
gether his higheſt felicicy.” Iris the 
cyerlaſting imploymert of glorious 
ſouls in heagen to praiſe God for his 
ſalvation, crying with a loud. voice, 
Salvation belongs to onr God which fs: 
teth upon the Throne, and tothe” lamb. 
To which the armies of Angels anſwer, 
Amen, bleſſing, and glory, and: wiſ- 
dom, and thanksgwving, and honour, and 
power, and might, be unto our God' for 
ever and ever, eAmen. 

Let us now, my ſoul, join-with 
that conſort of heavenly praiſes. Lec 


. us anticipate the date of our felicity, 


ſinging our 'part already in the-mu-- 
lick of Angels. And what have I 
elſe-to renderunto God for his bene- 
fits, but to'employ for- his-praiſe the 
gift he made to me of a ſoul capable 
and deſirous to know him, 0 loye 

bim, and to praiſe him ? 
- But when I come tothink on that 
numerous univerſality of all God's be- 
nefits'upon--me-, 1 feel meditation 
{nallowed up in a bottomleſs gulf. 
ature, Providence, and Grace, call 
D me sz 
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Solvloghy 

me, allthreets a to admiration 
and thankfulne 

Nature, as the neareſt, preſents me 
romy ſelf, and ſhewing me my body 
made with fuch divine art aud {yai- 
metry. teacheth me to ſay with Da- 
vid, 1will praiſe the Eord, for I am 
wonderfully. made, Pſal. 149. 14+ In 
that body God hath lodged a ſoul 
ſtamped with his own image, endew- 
ed with reaſon, and inabled- with in. 


teilectual faculties, To comprebend 


what I owe to, God far my body ot: 
one, and think what 1 would refuſe 
to part with them. What. would 1 
take for one of my arms? Net Mil- 
lions. What foran eye? Nota whole 
world. What then for both ? What 


_ for health and life ? muſt account, 


that 1 poſſeſs as mach treaſure as | 
would refuſe, rather than be depri- 


 vedof every one, and of any one of 


theſe natural $.; and ypon that 
account I eſtimate wy obligati- 


on, and zhe w___ of my debt to 
my 
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my great BenefaQor. 

How much then do 1 owe unto 
God for my ſoul, which is the breath 
and the living image of God, in comp» 
pariſon of which this body which we 
ſo mach value is of no valne. To un- 
derſtand my obligation to God for 
my ſoul, t ſhonid know ber nature and 
her worth. The knowledge is too 
wonderful for me. But as darknes 
teacheth us to yaloe the light, Ilearn 
to admire the value of a foul in her 
_ righrfenſe, when I (ee one out of it, 
a man become a beaft, Ir ftrikes me 
with horrour, and makes me exchaim, 
how mucham 1 indebted ro God, for 

iving and preferying unto me 2a rea- 

_ "And when from within{ilook wich» 
on, 'whot a numberlefs multitude af 
benefits.of God are crondieg about 
we'! rhe earth that bears ane, the air 
which1 breath, the heaven thatſhines 
ypon-me, the pleaty of aature that 
feeds me, her variety that delights 
me, the ſeveral 17 that ſerve 
1) 2 me 


, 64 Solitoquy 
= me. What readineſs, what-util.ty, 
[| - what dutiful attendance of ſo many 


good things which God - made for 
me 


* And all theſe goods of nature are 
managed by his providence for my 
uſe, To providence 1 owe the good- 
neſs of my Father, the:tendernels of 
my Mother, that loving care where- 
by I was-brought up from the cradle, 
ſupported in the infirmity-of mine in- 
_— and conducted inthe ſimplici- 
ty of my youth, * To the provident 
care of my heavenly Father -l owe the 
ſucking,” next after-my. nurſes milk, 
of the principles of piety and honeſty, 
which to me ſince have been preſer- 
vatives againſt thoſe miſchiefs which | 
have ſeen others run into for want of 
good breeding. When | ſee ſo ma- 

_ ny perſons-disfigured with: ſickneſs, 
. their limbs broken, their body ſpoi- 
led by ſad accidents; others groaning 
under the laſh of ill renown, perhaps 
wrongfully ; ſome'miſerable -out of 
want, ſome out of plenty, ſome op- 
E.1, prelt 
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preſt-by wicked neighbours, ſome by 
their own melancholy, I cannot but 
think my ſelf well uſed, notwithitand- 
ing all the inficmities within, and dif- 
ficulties without, which I muſt wre- 
ſle with. And F muſt exalt the boun- 
ty of God, who ſo carefully preſcr. 
veth my. perſon, my peace, and my 
reputation, 

What private helps did God ſend 
me in the Pablick ruines! What 


wayes did he open unto me where _ 


there was no way ! How graciouſly, 
how miraculouſly-did he make Manna 
fall before-me when bread failed, and 


Wrought - for me a ſubſiſtence out of 


the hardeſt natures and buſineſſes, as 
It were fetching water out of the 
rock! How toving are his very cha-« 
ſtenings, denying me the things that 
deſired, to give me better than I 
delired ; and ſending me the things 
that 1 feared, to make them occaſions 
of bleſſings ! | 

' I ſhould never have done numbring 
the benefits of his providence; bug 
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Soliloguy © 
here his grace intercupteth the reck- 


3 oning, aſcribing to ber {ſelf all the 


bleſſings both. of providence and na- 
ture. For it is out of that love be- 
fore all times in his belovedSon, that 


= he feedeth me 2nd furniſheth me with 


all the goods of nature, and affigneth 
hisAngels for my keepers, which car- 
ry me in their hands. 

But what are al theſe great bene- 
fits but ſmall productions of the ineſti- 
mable treaſures of that grace where- 
by lenter upon all the rights of God's 
children? Oh that I could once ap- 

hend what a. high grace it is to 

aye God for my Father, Chriſt for 
my brother, his Kingdom for mine 
inheritance, yea, -God himſelf for 
my portion: for ever? How graci- 
ous is his redemption ! How free is 
his pardon ! How precious is his lo- 
ving-kindneſs! What fulneſs of joy 
is at bis right hand ! What eternal 
pleaſures in the contemplation of his 
face ! And in that expectation, how 


comfortable is the preſeace of his 
| good 
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eo9d Spirit in my heart, giving me 
ears to hear his word, and a figcere 
deſire. to Keep it 3 ſtrengthening me 
in my troubles, raiſing me in my falls, 
wounding My ſpul with: contritian 
far my (ins; 428d then healiog it with 
faith in- his promiſes! O precious 
gueſt! O bleſled company ! Q para- 
dila on. earth! O beginning of the 
kingdam of keayen ! Bleſs the Lord, 
Q my ſoul, and all that is withia me 
bleſs his holy name. Bleſs the Lord, 
Q any ſoul, and forget got all bis be- 
nefits, P/al.-103. 1. 


PRATE EK, 


FA Oſt merciful Father, when 

compare mine indigaity with. 
the greatneſs of thy benefits, I feel 
in my heart a compound of bumble 
repentance and hearty thankfuloels.. 
For what am 1 by nature but a child 
of wrath, conceived in. iniquity, 
which original corruption I. have 
ligce increaſed with innumerable a- 
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_ - Prayer 
ual tranſgreſſions ? And yet, Lord, 
where ſin abounded,thy grace hath a. 


2 _ bounded much more, and thine in- 


finite love hath prevented me-when 


”. I was thine enemy. Lord, who an], 
' ' that thou great Maker and Soveraign 


of heayen and earth, poſſeſt with in- 
finite glory, and dwelling ina light 
not to be -approacht unto, wouldeſt 
graceme ſo much as to make me one 
of thy children, and enrich me with 
the inheritance of thy kingdom ! That 
thou wouldeſt give me thy beloved 
Son for the price of my redemption, 
which I.may preſent nunto thee by 
faith ! That thou wouldeſt give me 
thy good Spirit to ſeal my adoption, 
and work my regeneration, and ſay 
to % ſoul, Soul, Iam thy Salvyati- 
on 

With what wonders of mercy was 


| .. that Salvation purchaſed for me? 


Thine only Son ,] in whom thou art 
well pleaſed, muſt pur on an infirm 
fleſh like unto mine, to make me 
like unto hinTby his good Spirit. He 


_- 


- 
— 


for Thurſday. 69- 
muſt make himſelf a ſervant, to make 
me free. He mult ſuffer death to 
give me life.” He muſt cry, My God, 
my God, why haſt thou forſaken me, tO 
bring. me back to my God whom I 
had-forſaken. He muſt overcame 
death to-intitle: me to his victory. He 

- muſt aſcend into heaven, and there fi 
at-the righthand of his Father, that 1 
might be bleſt with all ſpiritual bleſ- 
fings in heavenly places in Chriſt, Eph. 

_ x 

O Father -of mercies, the great, 
the good,*the wonderful ! be'pleaſed 

_ toaddtotheſe thy mercies one more, 
even the thankfulneſs of my heart,an- 
fwerable, as far as mans capacity can 
reach, to the greatneſs of: the obliga- 
tion. O that thon wouldeſt grant me 
-according tothe. riches of thy glotyyto te 
"ſtrengthened with- might by thy ſpirit 

in the: inner. man.. ' That Chriſt ma 
dwell in my heart by faith; that: being 
rooted and grounded in love, may be a- . 
ble'tocomprehend with all Saints, what 
is the breadih,and length,and depth and: - 
ar v; D5 height, 
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70 Prayer 
beight, and to kyow the love of Chriſt 
which paſſeth knowledge, that I may 
be filled with all the fulneſs of God, 
Epbel. 3» I6, 

Moſt gracious God? 1 expect from 
the riches of thy glory to be filled in 
heaven with all. thy fulneſs, by the 
bleſſed contemplation of thy face. 
But even in this prefent weak conditi- 
og of mine, be pleaſed to pour in- 
to me ſome drops of that fulgneſs, e- 
nough to fill this ſmall frail veſſel 
with thy love, and a feeling refent- 
ment of thy bounty. And as gs 
about me ſpeak to me of thy love, ſo 
tet all things help me to be thankful, 
and to acknowledge and love him 
that loved me fo much in Jeſus 


Chriſt. 

\'Tistrue, Lord, that even thine e- 
pemies. enjoy out of thy bounty the 
lightand heat of the Sun, and the fer- 
tility of the earth, and in thee live and 
more, and have their being. ' But I 
<0joy all theſe benefits with a better 
idle, and reliſh in the very m_ 

| whic 
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which T eat, and in-the air which I 
breathe thine eternal love in thy belo- 
' | ved Son, For ſince thoubaſt elefted 
me in him, and redeemed me by him, 
it is by him alſo,and for his ſake, that 
. | thou preſerveſt my. body and ſoul 
" | which he hath redeemed, and makeſt 
" -meto injoy the promiſes of the life 
_ Þ that now is, and of that. whichis to 
_ come, 1 Tin. 4. 8. | 

1 & _ What ſhall Irender unto thee, Lord, 
_ For all thy benefits towards-me ?With 
« | what fatherly care haſt thou fed, pre- - 
” [cved,and defended me ! What help 
4 of thy providenee didſt thou-make me 
n 

Is 


fiad in the whole courſe of my lite ! 
With w hat vigilance and wiſdom haſt 
thou made me a way through a thou- 
ſand dangers that be-ſet me! With 
what compaſſion haſt thou held 'me 
Bp when I was falling, and guided 
me when I went aſtray ! How gract- 
7 Jolly haſt thou moyed me to repen- 
"- tance by thy word, by thy ſpirit, by 
or IEC: 

4 [ty gifts, by thy rods, ſometumes 
hn Ipulling me with fear as plucking me 
out 


17s - Prayer 
ont, of the fire, ſometimes drawing 
me with love by temporal comforts, 
and by the ſweetneſs of thy promi- 
fes? How quick and powerful are the 
j- comforts of thy Spirit, affuring me of 
| , thy-reconciliation with me, and pj. 
ving me aforetaſt of eternal life ? 
Among thy many bleſlings I reck- 
"en it for a mercy, Lord, that thou 
didſt notleave me without diſcipline, 
but haſt exerciſed me with thy cha- 
ſtenings to awake my faith, warm my 
Zea}, and make me to haye recourſe 
to the ſhelter of that very hand-that 
 ſmote me. I praiſe thee for not gi- 
ving me all my deſires in this world, 
that my heart might be weaned from 
it. O Soveraign Phyfician, in thy 
hand even poyſons are remedies zand 
thou never didſt ſend me afflition but 
in the end turned into a bleſſing, by 
thy wonderful ways which fetch Jight 
out of darkneſs. Thus Lord, which 
way foever 1 look, whether to pro- 
ſperity or adverſity, whether to the 
goods of this world,or thoſe of a. bet 
| . ter, 


' with the cloak of his righteouſneſs, he- 
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ter, whether to my deſires fruſtrated, * 
or to thy liberalicy in thy Son, which 
paſſeth all my deſires, I find my ſelf 
in all things obliged to glorifie _ 
thee. 

What then ſhall I render unto thee 
for ſo many benefits? Lord, I have 
nothing bur thine. Thea all that is ; 
thine I will render unto thee. IL will 
conſecrate unto thee this body aad 
foul which thou haſt made and res .. 
deemed, and ſo carefully preſerved. 
I will employ mine underſtanding to 
meditate on thee, my heart to love © 
thee, my mouth to praiſe thee, all 
my faculties to obey and pleaſe thee. 
And becauſe my goodneſs extendeth 
not tothee, 1 will endeayour to make” 
it extend to the Saints which are in © 
the earth, Pſal. 16. 2. according to 
the meaſure- of my ability; and to 
feed and cloath my Saviour Jeſus in 
his members, as he hath fed me with 
the bread of life, and cloathed me 


Gdes his care of me for the tempeoal. 
. My 


£74. Prayer for Thurſaay. 
My God, give me holy refolations 
which may be attended wich holy 
ations. My God, + Grant that my life 
* may bea continual ankſgtving inaf- 
| fettions, in words, and in- works. 
| My ſoul doth magnifie the Lord, and 
- my ſpirit rejoyceth in God m) Savieus 3 - 
+ for be hath regarded the Jowlineſs of 
bis ſervant. Ser him that loved «s, 
© and waſhed ns from our ſons in bis own 
blood, - and hath made ns Ki 

| Priefts unto God and his Han Sons fo 
| Amen be glory and dominion \for ever. 
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'1 John 2. Verſe 15. 


Love not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world. . If- any man 
love the world, the love of the Fa © 
ther 84 not in him. | 


Saliloquy. 
"FOw. high is | this leſſon, and 


the fleſh! But how beneficial to them 
that underſtand and practiſe it ! God - 
commands me not to hate mankind, 
nor. to bate:the wicked, in which fig- © 
nification the world ſometimes is ta- | 
ken in Scripture. Mach leſs doth he 
command me to-hate that great and 
precious work- of his, heaven aud 


fome, and bears ſuch lively characters fl 


3 how unwelcome to the lenſe of 4 


earth. It is fo compleat and hand- -. 


3 76 " Oolibg 
- of the wiſdom, power, and bounty 
#. of his Maker,” that it is impollible to 
- fee it,and not delight in ir. For with- 
- out extending my. thoughts upon all 
- theplenty and variety wherewithGod 
” | hath inricht this fine nature, for the 
- ſervice of man, who ſees not that the 
- greatCreatorhada purpoſe to deli ight 
-, him; and make'him In. love with' his 
- works, by the-finging of birds, the 
-  fmell and colour ex the plea- 
- Fantneſs of proſpedts,.. and the glo- 
= ry of the ſtars, wherewith the roof 
EF. of this great palace is ſpangled?  _ 
> *Butthere-is within this worldan- 
| ther world which'God forbids me 
Jove, "and he is pleafed'to give 
_ reaſon for it, for” all that is 17 the 
world," the” hift of the" fleſh, the laſt” of 
{bt 'e es, ' and the pride” £ ſes 135 not 
"of the Father -but i"! of” the' wortd , 
- 2 Joh. 2 16. Thar world <Fhe Tyr 
- ofthe Devil, which he hath created 
within" the_ world "of *Go6g; / For 
whereas God ip the creation-fetchr 
i out of darkneſs, Satan'fereherh 
darks 
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darkneſs out of light, making the ex- - 


cellent creatures of God his inſtru-' _ © 


ments of temptation and inticements 
to evil. nay bb hoy 
But how eaſily do we paſs from * 
the world of God to the workd of the 
Devil ! how inſenſibly the admiration 
"of the beauty" and goodneſs of crea- 
tures degenerates into the luſt'of the 
fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, and the -- 
pride of life! How hard is it to uſe - 
' thisworld and not abuſe it, and ſer” 
juſt limits which we never overpaſs 
to that loye which it is lawful for ns 


to bear to creatures! Yet as hard as -: 
_ Itis; it is neceſſary. For it welove * - 


the world, the love of the Father is 
not in vs. There is in every ſcul a \ _; 
maſter-love-that ſubje&s all other af- 
fetions to'it; that maſter-love is due - 
tothe Father; togiveir to the world, 
and to the Father together we- can- 


rut. And there canhe no more two 4 


maſters in aſovl than in a kingdom. 
_ To'love any thing bur Gbd,and nor 
"For his ſake;is a ſacriledge that tranl- 

& pets © 


*%. 


T- 78. S0;Hoquy 
parts to anther what we ove to him 
alone. And when we laye any thing 
without relation to God,-we come 
ſhortly to love it above him; for to 
love both equally we cannot, we love 
alwayes the one more than the other. 
The compariſon being infinitely 
unequal between God and the world, 
reaſon with little inſtcyCtion will be 
b;ought to give her verdict for God, 
and adjudge him the love and: pol- 
ſeſſion of the ſoul, But at the ſame 
time the world gets into the foul 
without leave of reaſon, fiading al- 
ways the five doors of the ſenſes 
| opento him, and the imagination fit 
| - and adequate to his otj:&s. God 1s. 
not jn all the tboughts of the wicked,, 
Pſal. 10.4. and hardly fetleth in the 
thoughts of che beſt ; becauſe of the 
great diſparity between the gature of 
_ thathigh and pure ſpirit, and our 
low and impure fleſh, We love the 
world by nature,and God againſt na». 
- ture; before bis ſpirit hath fo far 1n» 
lightned our minds, and wrought up- 
on 
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on our hearts, as to make us appre- 
hend that we ſubſiſt-in God, and that 
to come near him by love, 1s returo 
ing to our true being, and our only 
Soveraign good. 

The love of the world being fo 
agreeable to my corrupt nature, and - 
the love of God ſo neceſſary both for 
my duty and happineſs, I wiſh ſome- 
times that I might love the world fax 
God's ſake, and with a degree of love 
far inferior. But alas, my'heart is 
ſo prone to be deceived by the flatte- 

of the amiable things of this world, 

at if I give leave to my heart to 
love the world for God's ſake, I fear 1 
ſhall ſoon come to love it for its0wn ; 
and by loving it, I ſhall ſoon come to 
truſt in it, and repoſe upon It my 
hopes and joys: So | ſhall find ere 
I be aware, that my love, wy faith, 
my hope and my joy are paſt ixom the 
Creator.to the creature. And then 
where am I but in a gulf of milery, 
tear and perpetual unquietne(s ? Fox 
God leayeth choſe that leave him,and 
yy 
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in their neceſſities turas them over 
to ſeek deliverance of thoſe things in 
which they have placed their truſt and 
affection. : 

O then how much do I need 6; m- 
ly to lay the two hands of loye and 
faith upon my.God, leſt I be drawn 
from him and he from me ! What 
care muſt I take that I ſuffer not the 
world to pull with God for my heart! 
Leſt God in his jealouſie give over 
pulling for a thing of ſo ſmall value ; 
for all_ he will have, or nothing; I 
cannot ſerve God and Mammon, 
Matth: 6. 24. For love, when 1t is 
coine to the height, is a ſervice and 
a captivity of the ſov]l under the belo- 
' ved obje&. I cannot ſerve two. ma- 
ſters, eſpecially theſe two ſo different 
that require” ſuch different love and 
ſeryice. To my God then, to him 
cnly I muſt dedicate the ſervice of my 
love ; a ſervice which giveth a per- 
feft liberty. Whereas the (ervice to 
the world is a miſerable ſeryitude, 
keeping the foul in a continual ſhak- 

king 
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king ſuſpence betwixt fear and hope. 
That love promiſeth much and per- 
formeth little,idolizing a falſe image 
of good which is of no uſe in the 
greatelt need, . The redemption of a 
ſoul is precious, tov dear to be pur- 
chaſed with all the goods of theworldy 
Pſal. 49. 9. 

How little ſatisfaftion do all the 
goods of the world give ! How hard 
arethey to get, how troubleſome to 
keep, how eaſie to loſe! And though 
they ſhonld never leave us, yet we 
muſt leave.them, and go out of the 
world naked as we came into its 

O how the love we bear unto the 
world is many times an evil counſel- 
loue, ſwelling the heart with pride, 
inflaming it with evil defices, making 
the mind run wild with vanity, and 
to comprehend all evils in one, turn». _ 
ing us away from God ! God then 
only, by the help of his good ſpirit, 
I am reſolved to love, and withdraw 
my affeFtions from the world, conſi- 
deridg it in its right uſe, as made to 

ſerve 


i OY 


82 ; Prajer © | 
ſerve me, not to be ſerved by me; 
And the chief ſervice that 1 will put it 
to, will be to ſerve God. 


PRATER. 


Y Lord and my God, the on- 

ly good, and only worthy to 
be belovedwith all the heart and foul ; 
I have ſeen enough of this world to 
learn that all is vanity and vexation 
of ſpirit. Wealth is'a burden, Ho- 
nours are golden fetters ; pleaſures 
are follies or cranes, the life of the 
world isa tragedy of a few days, 


and a continual pageant. I have been 
near enough to that tumultuous noiſe 


. and luſtre without fubſtance coknow 
that it is not a worthy obgett of my 
love,nor a ficm ground for my hopes. 
And'inftead of g there the com- 
fort of the ſoul and quittnefs ofmind, 
I have found nothing but temptations 
and fortows, | 

Vert Lord, as it is hard towalk up- 


on the fire and not be burnt, 1 ac- 
knowledge 
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knowledge that I have not lived in 
the'world without a taint of its cor= 
ruption, ' I have too much loved the 
world and the things that are in the 
world. I was almoſt m aii evil, and 
ſhould have ſunk into it, had not thy 
ſpirit upheld me, and thy vety rods 
helped me out. . 
Lord, where ſhall I begin, either 
to praiſe thee for not abandoning me 
to the temptations of the world, or to 
crave thy pardoa for loving it too 
much ? My God, .I will do both to- 
gether, I will praiſe thee with my hu- 
mility, and acknowledge that in me 
abideth no good. 1 will alfo acknows- 
ledge that it is of thy great mercy 
that the love of the world hath not 
quencht the love of the Father in nvy 
heart. O how eaſily the love of the 
world creeps into ihy carnal heart! 
How prone am | to be abuſed by the 
deceitfulneſs of riches, whether I poſ 
ſes them or labour for them, or be. 
wail the loſs of them!How many times 
have I been diverted from thy ſer- 
vice 


4 © \Frger- 

vice - by domeſtical cares ! How ofc 
.have I provoked thee to jealouſie by 
loving thoſe very perſons whom 
thou comtnandeſt me to love, and 
made the moſtlawful affe&tions for the 
things of this world to become un- 
- Jawful by letting them run'to excels ? 
There being neither parents, nor bus. 
band, nor wife, nor children, whoſe 
love do not become vicious, when to 
feed it ſelf it with draws the love that 
is due unto thee, Many times,O Lord, 
I have ſought my content without 
thee, and placed my truſt and my joy 
upon other things than thee. 

But, O my God, as thou laved'it 
me before 1 loved thee, now be plea- 
ſed to love me when I am defective 
in-my love to thee. Blot out my fins 
by thine eternal love in thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt. And the effect of that love 
which I chiefly crave at thy hands is, 
that:it may pleaſe thee to renew and 
increaſe my loye to thee, ſo that I 
properly love nothing but thee, and 
all things elſe which my duty obli- 

: geth 
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eth me to-love, orly for thy ſake, * 


.and 4n a Yegree ſubordinate 'to 'the 


love which T owe thee. 'Let-me not 
ſettle mine affe&Xivns and-minc hopes. 
vpon perſons andthinge, which it #s 
impoſlible for me'ro keep, and'which 
muſt leave me or I them. 

Let me be buitt vpon therrock-of 
thy love to me im Jelns Chriſt, *thas 
when the winds blow, ' and the rain 
Talls, and the floods come, I may 
ſand'faft whilethe'ſtorm bears others 
toruine who;are'buitt upon the quiek- 


fand of [this unftayed and -deceitful 


world. ' Lord, he fafhion- of :this 


workdipaſſettraway; and/I maſt pre- 
pare To remove 'from-this hone -of . 


clay,- my frail body. *O give me 
grace ''before-hand 'to remove my 


'neart fromthe world andit,:and fet- 
tle it ypon'ithee, -ant{ mine eternal 


manftionwiththee. . 

Let 'me mot covet thoſe goods 
which Tthon' giveſt 'many «times 'ro 
thine enemies 'in greater -meaſnre, 


which 'make Tot the-poſſclſors'bet- 


E ter, 
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ter, but commonly-make them worſe ; 
that ſwell-the mind with pride, and 
together beat it down with fears and 
cares ; that giveno ſatisfaction ta the 
mind, and noretuge againſt thine in- 
dignation. But let -me be covetous 
of the true treaſures that give a ſolid 
content to the. ſoul, and fotow, the 
ſoul to;heaven' when the body dieth, 
O Lord-iorich, my ſoul with thy loye 
and thy fear z Pour fmto me the 
riches of thy. grace,. Dwell -in my 
heart by faith, for no leſs'wealth than 
thy ſelf do l.ask, .and .I cannot be (a. 
tisfied unleſs thou give thy ſelf, unto 
.me.  OmyGod,thou art the,portion 
of mine inheritance. Thou art my 
ſtock and my rent,” mine eternal poſ- 
ſeflion, and mine. only... good. . There 
.be. many that ſay, who on Jrrw #4. any 
good'? But 1 will ſay,;;Lord lift thoy 
up the light of thy countenance upon me, 
Pal, 4. 6. Eaſe my mind of all earth- 
ly cares, which give a torment to no 
purpoſe, and give me the grace to 
.fek thy kingdom and thy Rene 
rels 
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neſs, being ſure that all things ſhall 
be added hereunto. And after all 
gifts, O my: God, again, Lhbeſeech '! 
thee give thy ſelf come. AsIformy _ 
part deſire to reſign my ſelf wholly to 
thee, as having nothing #n heaven but 
thee, and there being nothing on earth 
that I deſwe beſides thee. ' Lord thou 
wilt lead me by thy counſel, and after- 
wards receive me to glory. Amen. 


Fr SATURD AT. 
'Mitth. 26. Verſe 39. 


nts oh 4s 1 will but a: thou wilt. 


Soliloquy. 


S men are prone to tranſgreſs 

the will -of God's command- 

ments, ſo thy are apt to controul the 

will of his decree, of which our Sa. 
viour Jeſus ſpeaks here, We mea- 
ſure the aftions of God's providence 
with the El] of our intereſt, and of 

” Our blind deſire, Which is to bring 
"the rule under unrulineſs, for the 
will of God is the rule of perfection, 


butthe corny will of man hath neither 
We let our de- 


with hopes, before we know whe- |, 
- ther God will have it, and without 
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preparing qur ſelves to. patience if he 
will not. We grieve to miſs: what 
we deſired, and to-meet with that we 
feared , becauſe in. our projets, we 
had. wade our reckoning without 
God, no. wander if we muſt reckog, 
twice. Many men if they duſt utter: 
their thoughts. when events. fall, ccoſs- 
nga to-thair, deſires, would invert, 

e Prayer, of. Chriſt, and ſay, Naz 
A. thou wilt, but as. Twill 
cls | Thecauſcofthisimpatienceis, that 
1d Be haye no gaod. opinion. of God. 
ſh.and. blogd, will not. be. perſwa, 
ded that. God doth well when bg ſends 
affliction, or that he is, wiſe, arthak 
ce Yhe is gagd, or. that he hath-the ww ; 
to work good out of ewl. - the 
laſh, reſiſterh God's, will when, Ged.ts - 
eaching, ſhe will, do it much. mare ' 
en. he 15-{triking, 
ner BF canngt; give a good: account: ke 
de- Bod. of ay: obedieaca te this com- 
Ves Bnand,,, the hardeſt of all to.keep, that 
ne- Bic haye, no will bus, his, will :, ang. 
out Fonfefs. with bamilieg.-thak, my: wy 

| 3 | 
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 Sotiloquy 
did 'not bow under his as it ſhould 


* - have done. 


"Alas! the ways of God are not 
my ways, and "his thoughts are not 
my thovghts ; he doeth good by evil. 
He advancethhis glory and our good, 
by means in all tikeltihood contrary, 
He eflifteth his children to mend 
them. He brings them by-the croſs 
to glory. He ſuffers injuſtice to tread 
upon his Church for the execution of 
is juſtice, yea, for the ſetting forth 
of ' his mercy in due time. For God 
preferveth thofe whom he loyeth, 
even by adverſity, as we are tavght 
by David in this text of profound do-f 
etrine, Bleſſed u the man whom thou 
chaſteneſt, O Lord, and teacheſt him 
out of thy law, that thou mayeſt give 
him reft from the dayes of adverſity, un- 
r5l the pit be dig $ed for the wicked, 
Pal; 94 12. That wiſdom is too 
high and wonderful for a ſoul that li. 
yeth. in the fleſh: and I hope that God 
will, rather in compaſſion than anger, 
took upon the difficulty that my ſoul 
and 
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finds' fometimes to bring my will un- _ 
der his.” I 
ot To'be proficient in that high taskg 
ot F I muſt look to the pattern of all per= 
il, fetion, my Saviour Jeſus, the au- 
d, | thor and finiſher of my faith. - Who 
7. | being in his greateſt agonies bearing 
1d B the burden of God's wrath for the ſins 
1s # of the whole world,and ſweating out 
ad E of anguiſh, drops of blood trickling' 
of Þ down to the grovnd; yet even then 
thi maſtered his moſt tender and naturah 
od affettions, and rejefted his own: will 
h, lf to embrace God's 'will, He would: * 
br fuffer, he would die, becauſe ic was - 
0- God's wil). 

10 L will Took upon the reaſon that 
my bowed. his will to yield ſuch a free" -: 
vel] obedience to ſuch a hard ſentencer 
nl now, ſaid he, is my ſoul traibled ; and 
4 what ſhall I ſay? Father , ſove me 
oo from this hour ;" but for thi cauſe 
lil cane 1 unto this boar. Father "Lg lovifis 
od thy'name. Then came there a voice ; 
rfl heaven ſaying, 1 have both glorified "it, © 
ll 47d 7 will glorsfie it 4gain, Jobn 12.29 -: 
E.4 This. : 


__— 


gr 2 ÞSaiogy 
-| This was itthat made. him.gigeſt 
; the bitter cup of God's wrath ;,God 
| thereby. was: glorified. . After. that 
confiderabion be had+no. wg for pre- 
ſerving his own life. Come ſhamgy 
porments,, the whips, the nails, the 
croſs,and.death inthe end,. all is. wel- 
come if God he. gloxified,, 

The ſame realog/I bave ta ſubject 
my will vnto God's will.in all my croſ{- 
' ſes, whether God degy me what. is 
- moſt pleaſing to me,or ſend me what 

* is moſt ſnartinge. I-muſt be aſſured 
thar God does. nothing but. for his 
glory. And though. I ſee it got, he 
ſeeth it, and that muſt content- me. 
Now it God afflict me for his glory, 
how can it be but for my good? For 
* being one of his childzen, if my hea- 
 vealy Father be gtocifed I cannot but 
be bappy :. and he hall bring forth 
my happineſs by thoſe ways which 
- ke likes beſt, according to his father- 

” ly love. and his 'Soyeraign wiſdom ; 
- vat which in fileace and humility 1 
” ſobmis my will, and with CORE 


- 


_— 
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and .joy commit my ſelf, - never” to 
haye any will but his. 


” Fs EXT ER 
M* d and Father,who among 
| - thy many mercies haſt viſited 
me with thy rod, which 1 reckoa alſo 
among.thy mercles 3 I humbly con- 
feſs that 1 did not make the right uſe 
of them, and did not bow my will - 
as readily and freely as I ſhould have 
done under thy holy will. I have 
deſired certain things too Fc ; 
before 1 knew whether my deſires a- 
preed with thy good pleaſure. And 
| have born with impatience. other 
things which were ſent to- me by thy 

ood. pleaſuse: whereas I ſhould haye 

id: after thy ſervant David, I wall be 
dumb. and hep ſilence, becauſe thou haft 
doxe it, Fſal. 39. 9. 

O Lord Tels, who in thy greateſt 
agenies didft ſay, _ Father, not my will 
but .thy will be done ', Be pleaſed to 
extend. upon me the merit of that 
obedience which thou didſt 

| E 5 yield 
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yield to thy father in. theſe words. 
For in that obedience; conſiſteth the 
invaluable price of our redemption, 
O Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
accept that obedience of infinite me- 
rit. for ſatisfattion for my ſins. Im- 
pute it to me as if Fhad yielded it in 
mine own perſons; and having juſti- 
fied me by his righteouſneſs, be'plea- 
ſed'to reform me upon his example,ſo 
that my willmay be ſincerely ſubje&- 
ed to thy will as his was.G1ve we that 
grace” that I may ever find thy wil 
good, pleafantand perfeft, printing 
this aſſurance in my heart by a lively 
faith, that thou loveſt me more than 
FT love my felf ; and that as thou art 
moſt good, thou art alſo moſt wiſe, 
and never fſendeſt affliftions to thy 


3 children but'to turn them into blef- 


flings. Since it is the duty of children 


.. tolet themſelyes beruled by their pa: 

© rents, frame my heart 35 O my hea- 
venly father, to an entire and filial 
fubmiſſion noder thy wiſe and loving 
Providence ; ſo that even when I feel 
the 
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the ſmart of thy rods, 1 receive-them 
with a meek and willing heart,-ats- 
knowledging thy powerful fatherly- 
hand, and-ſaying with Heli, Z # the 
Lord ,-" let 'bim do what ſeemeth him- 
good, 1 Sam. 5. 18. This ſubduing 
of-nature is a;work too hard for me, 
unleſs-thy good ſpirit: work in me 
powerfully,an:impartial rehouncing of 
my ſelf,” and a full reſignation of all. 
mine affeftions unto thy holy will, 

O- God, who commandeſt them 
that want wiſdom:to:ask it of, thee 1n 
faith, with a promiſe togive it, Jam: 
r.'9. give me-faith to ask and to ob». 
tain ſo much wiſdom of: thee, that 
when thou ſendeſt-me trials unplea» 
ling to my\nature, ;{behave and quiet 
my ſelf as a: child weaned of his mother, 
Pal. 131: 2. taming: my:paſlion, yea, 
and ſilencing my. reaſon; when thou -- 
calleſt me to! bow: under - thy ' will. _ © 
Make me capable ofthisheavenly do» 
Rrine , that whenthy will is. become. 
our will,thy glory alſo.is become ouc 
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3 - that we hare all thar thou haft; when 
we wall all that: thou wilt; "For, O 
Lord,thou belongeft to them that are 
thine, and the way for us to be thine 
is to reſign our ſelves abſolutely to 
thy. will. 

When ſhall i it be, fo) Lord, that'no- 
will ſhalltive within me but/thy will, 
whether it de-10- obey: thy command- 
ments with:readineſs, -or roundergo 
| thy deerees with patience ? And fince 
the felicity of Angels conſiſteth in the 
vaion of their wills 'with thine;'F am 
covetous,” O- my God; of that,” An-. 
gelical feliciey.” 1 beſeceh thoe' make 
me- conformable to- theny before I 
- meet with them, at leaft in this point, 
8 will be.cyer-thy- wil, and 

| _ tha noinvereſt but thine. 
- OE Bye becauſe this poor foul of mige 
” livethas'yct in the fleſh, and the fleſh 
7 is mhrm ;'1 beſcech thee, O merct 
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am able, but wilt with the temptation 


alſo make a way to eſcape, that T may be- 
able to "bear it, 1 Cor, 10; 3, It is my 
great and ſerious deſire to follow thy 
willin all thiggs. -O {end me. na tri- 
al too hard for my will to follow 
thine. Never hidethy gracious face- 
from me, and let thy will never be ſo. 
ſevere towards me, that 1 loſe the 
perſwaſion of thy goodwill in thySon 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

O Gad increaſe my ſaith. Let 
neither death ; wor life, nor tribulati- 
on, "nor diſtreſs, nos temptation, nor 
pereſcution, be able\to ſeparate me from 
that love of thine in Chriſt Teſus our- © 
Lord, Amen. Rom. 8. | 


pr 9 WE ORE NN 
oy v.35 
* 
F 
; $ 
: 


PREPARATORY 


"Dieditation for all ſorts of 


Prayers. 


Eccleſ. 5. Verle 2. 


Be not raſh with thy mouth, and let 

' © mot thy' heart be haſty to utter any 
thing before God, for God 3s #n hea- 

i wen and-thou upon earth, therefore 


et thy words be few: 


4 Aſtineſs is the mother of confn= 
& 4 fionin all things, and in pray- 
er more than in any. Thereby the re- 
pi oach comes-upon us-which we make 
to them that pray in an unknown 
tongue,that they know not what they 
ſay. But it is. no wonder that we 
pray {o often not thinking what we 
ay, fiace we commonly begin our 


pray” 
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Preparation for Prayer. 99 
prayer without thinking before what. 
we are, who is he that we muſt ſpeak * 
to, and what we have to ſay to him. 
Many actions of our lite have no © 
need to be thought upon but when 
we take them in hand, by reaſon of 
their facility, and becauſe the per-. 
ſons and things that we have to.do 
with are equal or inferior. to. us. .- 
Prayer is not in that rank, there be- 
ing nothing of greater difficulty than 
to fix our mind ( that liveth in rhe 
fleſh, and perceiveth nothing but by 
the ſenſes ) upon God whom no man 
hath ſeen at any time,. and:who.is al-- ' 
together ſpiritual and immaterial.. ' 
And there being no inequality like ' 
that between the Creator infinite and * 
moſt holy, and the creature finite and - 
linful. 
Truly when we conſider what God 
is and what weare, that make bold 
to addreſs our ſelves. to him, we © 


havegreat reaſon tothink both on him 


and us. before we open our mouth; 
he is.the Lord, the incomprehenſibe, 
the - 


J 
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[ 'XQO Preparation for Prayer. 
|. the moſt holy, the moſt juſt, the fa- 
- ther of lights, before whom the very: 
* Stars are not pure, Job 25. 5 He 
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created heaven and earth with tits 


- bare-word, and with one word he 
may bring them to nothing, He go- 


verasall, he:difpoſeth of all,the'clofeſt 


| hearts are open in his+ ſight, and he 
| doth not” hot4 the finner guiltlels, 


He that in his prayer hath his mind 
gadding abroad, as he hath no reaſon 


F to expect of God's facility, that he 
- give him what he asketh when his 
mind goes not alomg with his tongn's 
' $6 hehathno reafon to be free of the 


fear of his juftice, vsmly hopmy that 
God wit take nvnotice-of* that he 


. fad, beeavie himfelf did not think of 
F it. "Though it were co be wiſht for 
' many, that. in their prayers, Ged 
' woenlkld think no more of chem than 
| they think on him. | 


And if from God jo Heaven re. 


mM tvern/66r eyes vpon-our ſelves that are 
mT onecarth, poor, weak, guilty things 
#9 his preſence, that cannot ſabfiſt one 


mOo- 


Prepazation for Prayer. LOL. 
moment withaut.him, O what. humi- 
lity,, what reverence, what fear and 
trembling ſhauld ſerze ofius when we 
approach, we ſo little, to-him that is 
ſo great ! What pain ought we to 
take to fix our thoughts upon - him, 
and. keep them from their ordinary 
wanderings ! What adoration onghs 
we to render to that magnificent Ma- 
j:ſty, thar inacceſſible-Light, that, Su- 

ream Holioeſs, that. Soveraign Ju- 

ice, that infinite Bounty ! Could the 
thought of theſe Attributes of. the 
Gadhead enter deep into. aur minds, 
_ and there. ſtay, thenadeyout reſpect 
would ſtay our attention in our pray» 
ers. We ſhould be humble and can- 
trite in the confeſſion of our ſins, fall 
of faith in craving pardon through Je, 
ſus Chriſt, fervenr and ſincere in prays» 
ing for our converſion and. fauttificas 
tion, earneſt and zealous in praying 
for the advancement of Gad's he 
and the good of his Church, Prayery 
begun with a holy oo. wauld 
grow by ſpeaking with: Go > 
enc- 
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fidence and familiarity ; and would 
end in. joy and comfort! And God 
would graciouſly grant our petitions, 
for the effe tual fervent prayer of a 


righteous marr availeth much, Jam. 5. 


6, 

There 1s a general and perpetual 
preparation for prayer , which 1s ho- 
linefs of life ; for it isleſs difficult to 
elevate our affetions unto God in 
prayer, and fixthemvupon him, when 


_ they have beentrained ro that duty in 
the midft of temporal buſineſſes. He 


that atwayes walks as in the preſence 
of GoJ, looking to his ways that he 
may pleaſe him in all his converſati- 


on, ſhalleafily find the way to heaven 


when he ſets himſelf 'ro pray. For 
the immediate cauſes of the wande- 
ring of onr thonghts,and the deboiſh 
of our affeftions in our* prayers, are 
the next preceding fins. The Con- 
fcience being removed ſonie ſteps 
from God, finds that God hath re- 
moved as many ſteps from her, and 
that there is a RT 7. 
Go 
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God and the ſoul, which ſtops the 
paſſage of prayer to heaven. * 

There is a particular preparation 
for the time of prayer, which is ta 
take leiſure to view the ſtate of our 
conſcience. Andif companies, or 
ſports,or buſineſs,or croſſes have cau- 
ſed ſome agitation in ovr mind, we 
muſt labour to ſettle that emotion, 
that we way bring a tranquil ſout to 
God's ſervice. 

Eſpecially we muſt examine whe- 
ther we have lately added any thing 
to the ſcore of our ſins, that we may 
mend it by a new repentance. 

"God and the world are {o far. aſun- 
der, that it is almoſt impoſſible to- 
paſs from the one to the other ſud- + 
denly. And the mind beſieged with. _ 


worldly thonghts and objefts, hath. 


need to make a vigorous ſally-to raiſe __ 
that Siege, before it can have its way 
free to God. 

We mvuſt imitate Abraham, who. * 
going up to the Mount of Sacrifice, . 
Eft his Servants and his Aſs at the m—_ ; 


% 


104, Preparation far Prayer. 
of the Mountain. Far before we he- 
gin our prayer, which is our Sacrifice 
to God, and before we mount up 


|  heaven-wards with our thoughts and 


our hearts, we muſt leave below all 


_ that is ſervile and brutiſh in our affe- 


Ctions or imaginations , forbiddin 
the cares of this world, yea the mo! 
lawful, to follow, us. when the duty 
| of prayer calls us to draw near to 
God. 
f Alfo let us take ſome time to. ac- 
i knowledge our inflojte obligatign.to 
 - God's bounty, and with what un- 
+ gratefulneſs we have repayed his he- 


{- nefits. Let ys thiok of his Juſtice, 


which bath terriple jadgements ready 
againſt ſnners. Let us ehink, of hjs 
* mercy that acquits. ys, when we pres. 
| ſentunto.bim the merit of his beloved 
San by Faith. Let us think on the 
# - holineG of his divine Eſſence, and the. 
- righteouſneſs of his laws, which we 
| mult reſolve to keep carefully, ang.to 
4. crave the afliſtance of his Spirit, tg 


{ that ff. L:t us think on.the excel: 
3 / lency 
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"lency of his promiſes, and hisFather- 
ly care of thoſe "that love and fear 
him.. Let us think on his plory, 
which above all things we muſt ask of 
God. 

Having thns our minds full ef Gol 
and our duty, 4et 'us preſent our 
ſelves to him with the diſpoſitrons of 
reverence, humility, faith, and zeal. 
And becauſe God is pure arid ſimple, 
kt us uſe ſimplicity, and few words 
in our prayers. 1n the multitude of 
words there are dwuers. vanities, but 
fear thou God,faith the Royal Preach 
er : Eccleſ. 5. Teaching us, that if af- 
ter that warning of humane frailty, 
we uſe many words in our prayer,we 
ſhew want of fear of God, venturing 
thus boldly to tellhim many vanities 
among many words. 

In long diſcourſes, even of things 
of the world, both the hearer and the 
peaker will {lacken. their attention, 
like a bow too long bent. Much more 
in diſcourſes of divine things, which 
want the natural and ſenſible helps for 
attention. | The 
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The Lord that commands us to 
pray .to him, be pleaſed to frame in 
"Our hearts ſuch prayers as may be ac- 
\ ceptable unto him,even for his Son's 
ſake, and by the vertue of his Spsric 
helping our  Fijegy for we know nor 
what we ſhould pray for as we ought, 


but the ſpirit himſelf makes interceſſion 
For us, with groanings which cannot be 
mtered, Rome. 8. 26, Yea Lord give 
- us the Spirit of ſupplication. Give ' 
us grace-to ask what thou command» 
eſt, and then'we cannot miſs to ob- 
tain what we demand. 
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PREPARATION 
F 3 For the 
Poly Communion. 


1'Cor.'11, Verſe 24. . 
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This do in remembrance of me. 


* 40 


Soliloquy. 


[ Have great reaſon indeed to re- 
member him that remembred - me 

_in his great agonies, and to do what 
he'bids me to do in remembrance'of 

him, fiare he forgot his own preſer- 

vation to remember mine. It is too 

little for me now to conlider- his au- 
thority-which obligeth me to do this. 

I will ſtay upon his love. In what 

caſe was he' when he celebrated this 

Sacrament of his boJy and blood,and 

commanded his diſciples ( of _ 
1am 


robs Soliloquy before 

' JIamone.)todo this in remembrance 
of him? 

Alas! it was the laſt night before 
his moſt bitter Paſhon, age had 
then. in. his foul that hortibK agony 
which zhout'an'twor afcer mafe him 
ſweat great drops of blood trickling 
down tothe ground. :And:it was for 
us hisDiſciples that he felt that agony, 
It was for ns thathe'wasgoinp'to put 
his neck under. the heavy. burden of 
the Croſs. , Of whichthat we might 
Ever be ſenſible, he lefr to us in bis 
laſtwordsa perpetual .remembrarice 
of the -end-and-of .the. bentfirs of his 
death and of his love.to us. He bleT- 
feththe-bresd andthe 'cup, calleth 
them -his body. and blood, repreſents 
to u$- under-this.bread. broken,the ſufe 
fcrings of /his-body, .under.this wine 
Poured into-the cup, the ſhedding of 
his blood ; | gives us togethertiieſign 
and 'the :thing ſjgnified, making all 
faithfulcommunicants as.truly.parta- 
kers-of the benefic of his dulferingas 
if they had born them in-their own 

per- 


_ Communion. 10g 
perſons; feeds them with that myſti- 


cal meat and drink to ſpiritual and + 


eternal life, makes them one body 
and one ſpirit with their Saviour 
whom they receive, and gracioufly 
ſcalethGod's covenant and peace with 
them. . = 
"10 can but wonder at the great- 
neſs of this love, andthe liberty of this 
great ſoul, that he would, that he 
could think of all thoſe things, when 
he had a molt cruel death before his 
eyes, and was hardly breathing une 
der the weight of God's wrath, as 
great as the ſins of all men deſerved ! 
But he would ſhew that this was his 
proper and chief buſineſs in the world, 
andthat the motive that made him go 
to meet death, was to give his body. 


and his blood for our propitiation be- 


fore God. | 


* For that great Son of God ſeems 


to ſpeak thus to us in this farewel and 


declaration of his laſt will before his 


death ; My friends, I muſt now drink 
the cup of God*s wrath, bur it is that 
+ | you 


gg 
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you may drink the cyp of ſalvation» 
and bere' it is, ;1 drink the bitter.,thal 
you may drigk. the ſweer. The Crols 
briggs me death, but it bripgs you 
life. . I am going to ſhed my blood 
to {pare_yours. And for a perpe- 
tual pledge that it is for you that my 
* body ſufferetb, and my blood is ſhed, 
& TIcnjoyn you to celebrate this perpe- 
tual remembrance of my death. As 
oft as you-eat this bread and drink 


= this cup, ſhew ye my death tl 1 


come, Every time that you ſhall ſee 
them, let them put you inmind of 
my body and blood, and of ' my love 
ſtronger than death, which made me 
deliver my ſelf unto death. to work 
our peace with God, Take them,and 
be aſſured that theſeoutwardielemencs 
that you eat and drink, axe.not more 
yours than my body and my blood, 
and the whole benefit of my death and 
obedience. Fare you well; Death 
calls ypon me. Enjoy the fruit of my 
death, and remember me. 

ade n,inviced with the greateſt 
and 
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and holieſt ſolemnity to the table of 
the Lord, and ta himielf, Aad the 
meat and drink which he gives me is 
himſelf. O infinite love! Miracu- 

lous virtue, which turns the death of 
my Saviour into a feaſt, aud his Adieu 
when he went to diezinto an invitati- 


'on ! O' for thoughts and affeftions 


worthy of ſuch a ſublime and peerleſs 
love ! 
As for thoughts, it is in vain, my 


ſoul, that thou ſeekeſt them, though 


thou hadſt che underſtanding of An 
gels: For they are the depths of 


. God's loye which the Angels defire to 


look into: Aad the Apoſtle telling 
us that they deſire it, teacheth us that 
it is beyond their.reach, though they 
try for it, the ſtrength of their pure 
clear-ſighted eyes enlightned with 
God's light. But it is lawful for our af- 
feftons to riſe higher than the reach 


of our thoughts. lt is lawful for them 


to loye that great Saviour as much as 
he loyeth us, if it were poſſible, And 
here we may ſtrive to-rife aboye our 
F 2 \ ſtrength 
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ſtrength without offence, -'O that 1 
could love him more than I can! But 
lince I cannot give him more than my 


ſelf; How gladly -would I give my 
ſelf wholly to him, for his gifc rome 
of his whole precicu; ſelf ! It is too 
little to wiſh ir, I muſt do it. Since 
Taminvited to take the bread of life 
and the cup of ſalvation,l will go and 
take them, and taking them give my 
ſelf together unto him that giveth 
them me. | 
But whither do I go ? Let me con- 
ſider before what I am totake and to 
give. Iam going to take.the body 
and b:ood of the Son of God and his 
whole ſelf. But have I taken this to 
ſerious. conſideration, that he that 
eateth and drinketh unworthily, eat- 
eth and drinketh damnation to him- 
ſelf? I amgoing to preſent and give 
my felf to him. But have I conſidc- 
red what I preſent him- with, and 
whether 1 make a go0J or an evil gift 
tohm? _ — 
Alas who am I that preſume to 
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corge to the Lord*s table ? How much 
have I tranſgreſſed his command- 
ments? How much have l abuſed his 
graces ? Have I not been ſeduced by 
the vanities of this world ? Hath not 
the world ſtolen away part of my 
heart which I owe to God whole and 
undivided ? Did I not more repoſe 
my ſelf upon temporal helps than I 
troſted his wiſdom and bounty ? 
What thanks did 1 return bim for his 
innumerable bleſſings of heaven and 
earth? anddid I not make an ill uſe 
of his bleſſings of the earth co turn 
away my heart and mind from the 
bleſſings of heaven? Aod have I not 
labonred more for that bread which 
periſheth, than for that which endu- 
reth unto everlaſting life ? How ma- 
ny vain thoughts diſtract my attentt- 
on in my prayers, and in the hearing 
of the word of God? Hath my faith 
12 his holy promiſes never ſtaggered? _ 
Havel ben ſenſible as I ſhould have 
been of the :ffiiction of God's 
Church, . and the outrage done to his 
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holy name, which is blaſphemed, and 
to his truth which is defamed ? Have 
' I been patient, meek and'charitable 
tomy neighbours ?. And did I appl 
my ſelf freely and chearfully to the 
duty of pood works? Did I bear 
with humility> the afflictions which 
God fent me, end have I abſolutely 
reſigned my will unto his ? 
O whenl think on the evils that 1 
have committed,and the duties which 
I have omitted, one deepcalls to 
another deep. AndI am loſt in the 
confuſed number of my fins. 'O ſtub- 
born fleſh ! O flow- nature to ſerve 
God, and ative to ſerve the world ! 
O body of death that keepeſt the ſpi- 
rit under the law of fin ! how quick 
thou art ſtill within me! And how 
aſhamed and ſorrowful am 1, that af-f 
ter ſo many benefits of God,and fuch 
a long apprentiſhip in the ſchool of 
his word and ſpirit, there remains 
yet in me ſo much of my natural cor- 
ruption.? 
But this ame and ſorrow is pnto 
me 
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mea matter of hope, and I begin to 
rife again, becauſe I am beaten down*- | 
For did I not belong to God, and did 
I not loye him, I ſhould have no dif-- 
pleaſure to have offended him. And' 
had he not loved me firſt; I ſhonld 
not love him. Why then ſhould I 
deprive my ſelf of the table of the 
Lord as unworthy ? It is becauſe I am 
unworthy that I muſt come near, that 
I may become worthy. -If none 
could receive the body and blood of 
the Lord worthily but ſuch as are 
worthy, there would be no worthy 
receiving. But thoſe are worthy re- 
ceivets that acknowledge their un- 
worthineſs, and lament it,and findin 

no worthineſs at home, cotne wit 


| hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs 


to ſeek worthineſs iti this holy table, 
In the parable, he 1s pleaſed to in» 
vite to his table the lame and the 
maimed, to ſh<w that the abundance 
of his grace is moved by -thz loweſt 
caſe of our infirmity : Becauſe 1 hare 
no righteouſneſs, | have the more need 
F 4 ro 
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to go to him that hath righteouſneſs 


F  :to ipare, and doth without ſparing 


beſtow it on them that beg it at his 
hands, _ To what end had Chriſt ſuf- 
fered if we-were righteous ? Could 
he have dyed for ous fins if we had 
none ? And was it not toall penitenr 


- finners in the perſons of his Apoſtics 


that te ſaid, when he gave this holy 
Cup, Drink ye all of this, for this is my 


| b.'o:d of the vew teſtamert, which 5s ſhed 


for many for the remiſſion of ſins ? Matth: 
26. 27, & 28, 

It is true that the ſinner cannot ſub- 
ſift before the moſt holy God. Who 
ſhall ftland when he appeareth ? (aith 
Malachi, al. 3. 3. But there he 
ſpeaks of ſtanding before the throne 
of. his juſtice. Tis not there that 
I muſt now appear. I am invited 


- to the throne of his grace. 1 am 
.Called to the feaſt of the riches of 


his mercy, Where being once array- 
ed with the nuptial garments of the 
merits of my Saviour the Son of God, 


1 ſhall not ſear to appear before the 
Ju- 
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juſtice of his father. Come wnto m® 
( ſaith he) all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will eaſe you, Mutth: + 
11. 28, QO precious invitation ! And 
who is he that invites us ſo ? the ſame 
that hath born onr griefs, ard carried 
our ſorrows, and on whom the Lord 
laid the iniquity of us all, Ija. 5 3. 4- 
So he eaſeth us, Himſelf carrieth our 
burden, 

- Wethen that labour and are heavy 
laden, we whoſe conſcience is groan- 
ing under the burden of our ſins, Let 
us goto him and boldly unload our 
burden upon him. He requires it, © 
He calls us toit. There is ao burden * 
too heavy for his divine 1trength. 
There is no. offence ſo great, but'is 
overcome by the greatneſs of his loye. - 
Let us go confidently to him. He is | 
the reliefol the diſtreſſed, the reſt of 
the weary, the deliverer of the-cap- | 
tive, the Adyocate of repenting of- 
fenders for whom.he obtaineth abſo- 
lution from his- Father , preſenging 
them to him clad all over with his own 
F5 righe * 


118  Soliloguy before 
F righteouſneſs. Let us, O let us come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
in time of need, Heb. 4. 16. 

Let me feed now the eyes of my 
faith with the chcer that 1 am invited 
unto , before I coine nearer. 1 ſe 
but one diſh upon this table, which is 
. the Lamb of God that takes away the 
+ fins of the world. But that only diſh 
comprehends all the plenty and all the 
variety of the dainties of Gods houſe. 
 -Kerel find before all things a remedy 
toall my diſeaſes, the remiſſion of my 
-fins according to the riches. of his 
grace'z for the blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
\ \Cleanſeth vs from alllin, 1 Zohs 1. 7, 
" *And my ſins being pardoned, and my 
__ -Foul joftificd , how much grace, how 
much glory followeth ! God becomes 
-.- my father, his beloved Son becomes 
__ "my brother, his Spirit becomes my 
- life, his kingdom becomes mine heri- 
- "tage: And God gives me now in his 
table the pledges and earneſt of that 
 eterial feaft, where Chriſt bath pre- 
dof BG pared 


— 
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pared a place for me in his heavenly 
glory. Already 1a the table of this 
holy Sacrament he feeds me with the 
ſame meat and the ſame drink that I 
ſhall be fcaſted with for ever in hea- 
ven. Here the Son of God receiveth 
me for his Spouſe, and makes me 
one fleſh with him, - for by giving me 
his bodyhe incorporaterth himſelfwith 
me by faith. So that he andI are no 
moretwo, but one fleſh. O dear, O 
precious feaſt, where my God him- 
ſelf is my food, where I taſte how the 
Lord is gracious | 1 Pet. 2.3, Olite 
of my ſoul | O ſweet foretaſte of the 
fatneſs of God's houſe and the rivers 
of his pleaſures ! BleſſedamT if Ican 
reliſh the goodneſs of the Lord, more 
bleſſed if |can expreſs it by my thank-" 
fulneſs. - 

Now this is the thing, O my ſoul, 
which thou muſt ſeriouſly look to. 
Thou haſt been conſidering what 
goods are given thee at the Lord's ta»: - 
ble. But haſt thou conſidered what 
duties arerequired of thee by this ho- 


ly 
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- bf Communion? Look to thy ſelf 
and preſume not to come to receive 
the benefits, not being. diſpoſed to 
Tender the duties.* Here Chriſt 
gives himſelf co me. But itis upon 
condition that I ſhall-give my ſelf to 
bim. Hz gives me this body and 
blood to be received by Faith, bur it 
muſt be a faith that purifies the heart, 
and is working by love, i. 1s. 9. 
Gal. 5. 6. Elie-it is no faith but pre. 
ſumption, He gives me his body 
and blood for my food, bur it is that 
I may be renewed to a better life. He 
grafteth me upon himſelf, but it is 
that I may bear fruit anfwerable to 
the tree that bearetii me, 7 am the 
vine ( faith he ) and you are the 
branches, he that abideth in me and 1 
in him, the ſame brings forth: much 


{ - fruity, John 15. 5- He makes me one 


body with him, but it is that I may 
live with his life,and follow his exam- 
ple. I come to embrace the benefit 
of his ſufferings: But his Apoſtle Pe- 


ter teacheth me, that Chriſt hath ſuf- 
ferea 
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fered for ws, leaving us an example , \ 
that we ſhould follow his ſteps z Who 
aid no fin, neither was guile found- in 
his mouth, 1 Pet. 2.21» Chriſt feeds 
me, and his other members with me, 


* with the ſame bread, the bread of his 


table, that we may be all one body 
whereof himſelf is the head. I muſt 
then come near this Sacrament of cha- 
rity with a mind full of charity. And 

joyning with Chriſt and his Church _ 
with this myſtical bond, I muſt ſtu. | 
dy hereafter to keep that union hol 

and inviolable by charity unfeigned, 
This Sacrament is a ſeal of my Cove- 
nant with God. It obligeth me then . 
to a grateful obſeryation of that high 
Covenant, made with me inthe holy 
Communion, O thatl had the eyes - 
of mine anderſtanding inlightened, : 
and. my heart opened to apprehend - 
deeply the importance of the Cave- - 

nanc made with me in this holy table ! 
O that my fervent affeftions were 
ſenſible enough to reſent what obliga- 
tion this ſeal of his eternal loye layeth 


upon . 


W122 -  Soliloquy before 
WF © vpon me? That the body and blood of 
= Chrift here given me are the price of 
my redemption. Andthat being re- 
deemed by ſuch a great price, Iam 
© no more mine own, but Chriſt's that 
b- R—_ me to have my. ſervice. 
| hen before I receive this body and 
blood, I muſt thus caſt my reckon- 
- ing; Iam going to take the price 
- Which the Son of God hath paid ro 
| - buy me, So when Ireceive that pay- 
ment, I muſt at the ſame time deli- 
\ ver to him that which he hath bought, 
| and-wholly reſign my ſelf to-him by a 
- ſincere loye and obedience. With- 
"> ont that, the bargain will not hold, 
- and the Covenant is null. For to 
' think to poſleſs the price that he paid 
to buy me, and not deliver to him 
- whathe bought, that-would be keep- 
- ing thecloath and the money : that 
would be affronting the Lord Jeſus, 
- and provoking him to keep his body 
and blood to himſelf, ſince we will 
not give him our bodies and our ſpi- 
rits in exchange. Can I find in my 
heart 


F 
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heart to take ſo much of him, and de- 
ny him ſo ſmall a thing ? And ſhall 1 
not be moved by the compaſſions of 
God to preſent my. body a living ſacrs- 
fice, holy, acceptable unto him, which 
is my reaſonable ſervice ? Rom. 12. 1. 

It is my reaſonable ſeryice indeed 
to ſacrifice my ſelf to him that ſacri- 
ficed himſelf for me. And ſince he 
gives me the incenſe of his merit, it 
is my bounden duty to bring to it the 
fire of my love, to ſend up to heaven 
the ſweet ſavour of zeal and praiſes, 
"and 'of 'a holy converſation. Since 
Chriſt is dead for me, it is my duty-to 
die for him, killing within me that 
Old Man of ſin who hath been the 
cauſe of the death of my Saviour; 
He loved me when | was by nature 
his enemy ; | will then learn of him 
toloye mine enemies. He hath for. 
given me a debt of ten thouſand ta- 
lents, I muſt forgive a hundred pence 
to my fellow. ſervants. Yea, as God 
forgiveth me offences without num- 
ber, ſo I muſt to my CH He 

7 ath 


' -124 , Soliloquy before 
hath been-obediear to his father even 
to the death'of the Croſs; I mult alſo 
obey him in the. hardeſt things, 
though it were to reſiſt unto blood. | 
take Chriſt in his table for my Savi- 
our, I muſt take him at the ſame time 
for my Lord, and the pattern for my 
imitation, | 

| Being thus diſpoſed, I will make 


E -- bold to come near his holy Table. My 


ſoul rejoyce thou in the Lord. Take 
hold of his falyation. Take hold of 
himſelf. Get life in his death, and 
health in his wounds. O taſte and ſer 
that the Lord is good. Bleſſed is the 
man that truſteth in him, Pſal, 34. 8. 
TheLord Jeſushath made an exchange 
with me. He hath taken my fins up- 
on. himſelf, and put his righteouſneſs 
upon''me. He hath made my peace 
with God. He hath given me the in- 
heritance of the Saints in light. 
Jeſus himſelf is mine inheritance ; H: 
is my food, my life and my joy. To 
| him then Iam going with a fervent 
' Z:al both ro take him, and give = 
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ſelf to him, I am my beloveds,and my 
beloved is mine. , 1 will take him,and 

' | will not let him go. Neither life nor 
| F death ſhall ſeparate me from him, 


'C — 
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beſore the 


_Foly (ommunion, 


M Y moſt gracious God, who 
haſt ſo loved me as to give 
thy dear only Son, and deliver him 
over tothe bitter death of the Croſs 
| to-Wake propitiation for my ſins, the 
e bregges and aſſurances whereof thou 
- givelt me .in thy holy Table. My 
8 mind is ſwallowed up in the admira-. 

:} tion of thy bounty,and loſcth its ſelf - 
of inthe boundleſs and bottomleſs Oce- 
th anofthy compaſſions ; and together 
7} lam beaten down with a deep ag 15 
L 10 


126 A Prayer before 
fion and grief, when 1 conſider how 
nnworthy | have made my telf of thy 
great love,and how | have provoked 
thy juſtice : O Lord, hadſt thou born 
thy ſelf rowards meas a Judge, and 
hadf{ thou called me to account how 
I have obſerved thy commandments, 
and what profit I have made of the 
talent of thy graces; inſtead of being 
invited at vhis time to be partaker of 
thy Son's body and blood, I ſhould 
have been calt long ago into outer 
darkneſs, where there is wailing and 
gnaſhing of teeth; for 1 have grie- 
vouſly offended againſt thy laws, and 
abuſed thy benefits, | have not been 
zealous m the duties of thy ſervice, 
nor diligent -in good works , nor 
weaned fron the love of the worlo, 
nor fervent in thy love, which requi- 
reth the whole heart and ſoul. 

But, -O my God, thou haſt lookt 
upon my guilty condition through 
the merit of thy Son, and therefore 
not with an eye of a Judge, but of a 
tender hearted Father, Like as a - 

, Ther 
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ther pitieth his children, ſothe Lord 
pitieth them that fear him. Thon 
art merciful and gracious, O Lord, 
ſlow toanger and plenteous in mercy. 
Thou haſt not dealt with me after my 
ſins, nor rewarded me according to 
mine iniquities. For as the heaven is 
high above the earth , ſo . great 1s 
thy mercy towards me thy ſinful ſer» 
yant, P/ſal. 103, 

Wherefore, O Lord, though 1 
have never fo great reaſon to grieve 
for my ſins, I have more reaſon yet 
to rejoyce at thy love, 

O how great is thy mercy! How 
wonderful is thy love,. which inſtead 
of turning away from me, becauſe [ 
turned away from thee, was plcaſed 
to run after me, and bring me home 
when-[ was loſt, What an inhnite 
height of bounty, that thou didft pity 
me, not only becauſe I was miſerable, 
but becauſe I was guilty, and to have 
made my1in of a ſubjeCt of thy wrath - 
a motive for thy compaſlions ! 

O my God, when I behold __ 
ny 


128 DA Prayer before 
thy holy table the ſacred memorial 
of the death of my Saviour, and fee 
-wWith the eycs of faith his body and 
his blood, which ate the ſin-cffering 
whereby my peace was made with 
thee 3 Then fay I with humble and 
hearty thankfulneſs, joyned- with a 
deep amazement, Who am, I Lord, 
that thy beloved Son, one Go1 with 
thee bleſſed for cvermore, ſhould fo 
debaſe himſelf fer me, as to ſuffer that 
I ſhould not ſuffer , and undergothe 
 vileſtreproach,and thebittereſt death 
of all, to give me his riches, his glo- 
Ty, his-kingdom, and which is more 
than all, himſelf? Thatentering into 
the agonies of his death, he would 
make a declaration of his laſt wil), 
whereby he leayeth me the legacy of 
his moſt holy body and blood,and the 
| benefit of his meritorious death. I hat 
he would invite me by his gracious 
command to come and take poſſeſſion 
of it,and encourage me to come near 
by the inward aſſuranccs of faith that 
my- reconciliation is made with _—_ 
> , by 
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by the merit of his obedience, How 
excellent is thy loving-kindnelſs O 
God ! therefore the children of men 
put their truſt in the ſhadow of :thy 
wings. They ſhall be abundaatly fa- 
tified with the fatnels of thy houſe, 
and thou ſhalc make them drink of the. 
river of thy pleaſures, Pſal.3 5.7. 
Now, my God, as the greatneſs 
of thy bounty to me is infinitely above 
mine unworthinels , it is as much 
above my capacitiy, And what ſhall I 
do to receive ſuch high benefits wor- 
thily? O Lord, I might well be 11 
great perplexity upon that point; if 
the worthineſs of rhe communicaats 
were neceſſary for a worthy recelving 
of thy Son's body and blood. Nay 
It is for a remedy to their unworthi- 
nels that they are called by thee to this 
ſacred feaſt. lr is becauſe 1 am un- 
worthy, Ir is becauſe I am ſinful that 
| prepace my felf to come to thy I a» 
bls, Ir is becauſe I have provoked 
thy juſtice that1 have now recourſe 


unto the throae of thy grace. [> is 
en 


130 A Prayerbefore 
becauſe | am deſtitute of righteouſ. 
neſs that I come to ſeek it in the me. 
rit of thy Son. : 
Yer, Lord, becauſe none can be 2 
real and ſpiritual gueſt at thy holy ta- 
ble without the wedding garment and 
due preparation ; I beſeech thee my 
God, ta make thy grace compleat in 
me, -pgive me a ſerious repentance of 
my fins, and that ſacrifice acceptable 
uato thee-of a broken and a contrite 
heart. - Give me true faith in thy 
mercy by the merit of thy Son. Co- 
ver me with the impuration of his 
righteoufneſs, that nuptial robe re- 
quiſite to ſic at thy table in thy king- 
dom,of which this holy Communion 
is the earneſt and the foretaſte. Giye 
me a holy appetite of thy grace, that 
hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, 
a feeling acknowledgement of tliy 
bounty, the joy of my ſalvation, the 
{weet aſſurances of thy love, 

And ſince our communion with 
thee is the common bond of the com- 
munion of Saints, Give me, O Lord, 

, a 
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a ſincere charity, whereby I may be 
one With thee imny head, and with all 
thy. redeemed. my. follow- members, 
and whereby I mayhave peace withall 


men. Enable me to ſhew that ] love 


thee by loving my neighbors,and do- 
ing them good for thy ſake who doſt 
me ſo much good. As thou forgiveſt 
me, give me grace to forgive. 
Lord,I come to receive the Sacra- 
ment of thy Covenant. Grant that 1 
way now renew it, conlecrating to 
thee with a free heart this body and 
ſoul which thou haſt redeemed. As 1 
live-from thee in my nature, and by 
thee through redemption,and in thee 
through regeneration, grant me al- 
ſo to live only for thee, and glorifie 
| thee in my body and in my Spirit 
which arerhine. Unto thee, O Lord, 
| humbly preſent them. O take thou 
ſuch an abſqlute poſſeſſion of them, 
that nothing but thy ſelf live-in me. 
That F be now filled with thy grace, 
and for ever ſerve to thy glory. 
eAmen. 


A. 
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—— 


A Shorter Prayer to uſe a little 
before the Communion 


Lord Jeſu, who calleſt me to 
thy Table, be pleaſed to meet 
me, and bring meto it thy ſelf. Give 
me the two wings of faith and loy: 
to raiſe my heart to thee. 

' © Son of God, who halt given thy 
ſelf for me, and dot at this time give 
thy ſelf to me, open-thou my heart 
coreceive thee, give me holy affecti- 
ons to entertain thee. That with a 


confidence tempered with humility, 


and a joy full of holy trembling, I re- 
ceive this high myſtery of my ſalva- 
tion; yea that I enjoy thine own ſelf 
really and truly. 

O thou that wouldſt be conceived 
in the Virgins womb, be conceived 
again in wy heart, that hereafcer I 
may live with thy life. 

O thou that wouldſt die for me, 

ake 
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Aſporter Prayer, &c. 133 
make me now feel the efficacy of thy 
death in the comfort of my ſoul,and 
the mortification of my ſinfal afteCti- 
ONS; 

O thou that art riſen from the dead, 
and aſcended to heaven, work a re- 
ſurreQtion, of holineſs in my heart, 
and a lively faith to aſended to hea« 
ven "after thee. There to embrace 
thee, and hold thee while I take with 
my hand the outward elements of 
bread and wine. O bread of life come 
feed my ſoul. O holy Ghoſt give me 
the true taſte of theſe great mercies. 
And for the fruits of thy bounty let 
me ever return the fruits of my loye 
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Thankſgiving after the Holy 


* Communion 


who. haſt this day given me 

he pledges of my ſalvation, andthe 
- earneſh of eternal life 3 My God, who 
haſt fed. me with. the body and blogd 
of thy Son,and haſh quickned me with 
the merit of his. obedience applied tq 
my. bear through faith ;, I am, ful 
with thy. boynty : My ſoul, is ſatisfied 
as. with.marcow and; fatneſs, and my 
. mouth praiſeth thee with,joyfullips 
| My foul hath been thirſty after thee 
as a thirſty land, and thou haſt made 
it a wateredgarden,P/al. 63. 5. Pſal. 
143. 6» 1ſa. 58.11+ I have preſented 
unto thee my bruiſed heart, and thou 
haſt made'it whole with thy ſweetcſ 
comforts. 1 came unto thee 'poor 
and hungry after thy grace, and. I re- 
£urn rich and full with the bread de- 
ſcended 


M* God, molt graciqus Father, 
the 
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ſcended from Heaven, O the trea- 


ſures of thy mercy which paſleth all 
vaderftandiag ! Thoy haſt giver me 
thy Son. Thou haſt given me thine 
own elf. The Lord isthe portion 
of mine inhevizxance, and of my cup, 
thou maintaineſt my lor, Thelines. 
are fallen-unto me in pleaſant places, 
yeagl have a goodly heritage. There- 
fove: my heart is glad, and-my glory 
rejoyceth, My fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in 
hope, Pſali 16s 5. 

O that [ had the tongue of Angels 
togivethee glory in the higheſt, for 
the peave which thon makeſt onearth, 
with the men honoured with thy 
good will ! Let thy redeemed peopl> 
ptorifie” thee, Let all thy works mag- 
nifiethee. Let my ſoul be delivered by 
tline-eternal compaſſions, comforted 
by thy: love, and' already bleſſed in 
heavenlyplacesinthe perſon of Chriſt 
myhead, love thee, praiſe thee, mag- 
nike thee, and conſecrate her ſelf un- 


"N} to thee, who haſt beſtowed thy Son 
"| vpon'me: bÞ heartily deſire, O my 


G 2 God, 


* 136 Thanſgiving after 

-. . God, to ſetup thy kingdom in my 
> heart, to ſubje all my affeions 
and imaginations unto'thee alone, to 
have no will but thy will, to know 
no intereſt but thy glory, to place all 
my felicity in walking before thee un- 
to all pleaſing. 

But, -O-my God, I live yet in the 
Aeſh. © The fleſh is-infirm, Satan is 
craſty and vigilant to ſeduce me;And 
the world is contrary, whether he 
perſecute me, or ſmile upcn me. My 
zeal may take a flight to thee, but 
hath not the wing ſtrong enough to 
'keep me up in that height. Andaf- 
ter lam raiſed -up to heaven, I am 
- -prone to fall down again to the 
” ground. Wherefore, O Lord, be 
pleaſed to ſuſtain:me with thy vertue 
trom above. And as after ſending of 
thy Son thou didſt ſend thy fpiritto 


i thy. Church ; So now after thou haſt 


given me thy Son this day, O give 
me alſo the vertue of thy good Spi- 
Fit.” 
Yea, come, holy Ghoſt, make my 
| heart 


% 
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heart thy dwelling-place. Sanctifie 
me to thy ſelf, mortifie my fiaful af- 
-feRtions. Fill me with faith, chari- 
ty, meckneſs, and all Chriſtian yer- 
tues. Preſerve me againſt the ſedy- 
ions of the world. Endue me with 
ſtrength againſt all the fiery darts of 
the wicked, 
Be my counſellor my perplexities 
- my. comforter in my troubles, and 
my ;guide in all my ways. | 
My God, who haſt fed me this day 
in the hope of a better life ſpiritual 
and eternal Give me grace-to begin 
it already, Enable me to live in 
earth as they live in heaven, as much 
as my temporal condition is capable 
of it, advancing in thy knowledge, _ 
loying thee, praiſing thee, and obey- 
ing thee with all my heart, with all my 
ſoul, with all my ſtrength, and with 
all my underitanding. Suffer me nor 
to love the world,nor the things that 
are inthe world, but let my heart be 
where my treaſure is, Foh. 3. Mar.6: 
And after I have fought the good: 
G 3. 4 Foht, 


435 Thankſeiving after Sc. | 
| - T0 give me the crown incorruptible 
- 'of life. Let me finally poſleſs to the 
” Full thy beloved Son that leved me 
and gave himſelf for me.Let me once 
. enjoy that fulneſs of poy that lyeth in 
thy preſence, and thole pleaſures for 
- evermore4hat are at thy righthand, 
| © - Where may findmine eternal delight 
© _inpraſing thee eternally, for thine 
' _eternalloye in thy Son JeſusCtriſt; 


ly Ghoſt be glory for 'evermore. 
- Amen. | 


To whom with thee.and the Ho-JY- 
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An' humble Supplication to God , 
fit to be_ attended with Faſting, 
to preſerve and ſanitifie his 
Afiied Church. 


Heb. 13:Ver. 2. 


Remember them that are in bonds, as © 
bound. with them ; and them which 

. ſer adverſuy, asbeing your ſelves _ 
alſa #n the boay. WR, 


Soliloquy. 


HE ſaddeſt indication *: 
. of approaching death: is. * 
want of ſenſe; and thoſe : 
1>-; Parts-that have: loſt it, - 

27 :-and bave no part in the 
ſuffering of -the ſick body , are dead 
members, -and no more parts of the 
body; though there may be ſome con-- -; 
tinuity remaining between. the dead 2} 
G5 and: » 


- 142 Solilogiy 
-- andthe living parts. By that reaſon 
| manythat holdthemſelves to be mem- 
* . bers of the Church,are no parts of the 
> body-of Chriſt, ſince they have no 
fellow-feeling of the ſufferings of that 
body.” The Tark hath lately adyan- 
-- ced very far into the Chriſtian Pro. 
- vinces, and made many thouſands of 


- Chriſtians flaves,who now are work- 


ing in bongs,and drawing the plough 
like horſes: And'that mercileſs ene» 
ny. having overflowed large Coun- 
tries with blood, hath left famine'and 
peſtilence tocompleat thedeſolations 
made by the ſword... The Court of 
© Rome hath ſo inchanted moſt Prin- 
-- ces of Chriſtendom with her cupof 
- - abominations,that they bend alltheir 
| © power to extinguiſh the Proteſtant 
 Relipion, ſome by a Dyocleſiawslike, 
- ſome by a Fularlike perſecttion, 
Have not great Countries been halt 
+. diſplanted, by the expulſiog'of Pro- 
- . teſtants out ofthe hereditary lands of 
= the Houſe of Auſtria ? And is not the 
- tame meaſure now prepared for our 
= bre- 


brethren whom their enemies labour 
to make weary of their countrey and 
their life? Theſe things we hear with 
indifference, as we do the wars of 
the Tarters in China, not caring who: 


winrieth or foſeth 3 So ſoon have we | 


forgorthe late'Croſs of Chriſt, when 
our Church and State being beheaded 
inthe perſonot our ſacred Soveraign, 
our lands ſold, our perſons captiva- 
ted, our conſciences oppreſt, we cri= 
ed” ont $0 our neighboars, 7: this n0* 
thing” to you, all ye that paſs by ! 'Re- 
gardl and fee if there be any ſory, 
unto forrow. Neither h 
kamed b 


e we 


y our experichce how ſoon . 


the greateſt ſtrength may break and 


rhrn againſt ix ſelf, and what plagues 
ave} ſecurity ant 


| echriry and inſenſibility, Let 
usleaxve to Rome the vain and puile 
ty boaſting of her unmoveableneſs, 
much like that of Babylon ( if noe the 
lame”) 7 fit a Leen, and am not 4 
widow, and ſhail ſee no forrom,” But 
that boaſting draweth a woful doom, 
Therefore (hall ber Plagues come in 


Sp 
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146 >  Solilogny 
© .Chrift may dwell in your hearts by 
| Faith; that yebeing rooted and ground- 
- "ed in bwur, may. be able to comprehend 
with all Saints what « the breadth,and 
length, and depth, and besght, ' and to 
 kenow the love of Chriſt, which paſ- 
H knowledge, that ye might be fil- 
% wp all the fulneſ) of 3" And 
” hHaving-thus laboured to root and 
ground Chriſtians in the love of 
Chrift,after an ejaculation of praiſes 
40 God for his great love and bene- 


. fits to his Church, he drawethaa in- 


ference both from the love which 
Chriſt bearerth to us, and from that 


which we owe to him for it, that we. 


love one another, and have an union 
of aftefions, and a fellow-feeling of 
affitions, aghaving'a community of 
the beſt and higheſt intereſſes. The 
words are moſt divine and moving, 

: 4+ 1. T1 therefore the priſoner, of 
the Lord beſeech you,that ya walk_wor- 

of the vocation wherewith ye are 
.called; With all lowlineſs and meck- 
neſs, with long-ſuffering , forbearing 


07e 
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one another in love 3 Endeavouring "to 
keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond 
of peace. There 1s one body and one 
Spirit, even as you are Called 1n one ho 
of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one 
baptiſm, one God and Father of all, who 
is above all, and through all, and in you 


all, 


It is very poſlible, and indeed ye- 
ry ordinary,that they that have that 
community of heavenly goods thus 
richly ſet forth by St.Panl, agree not 
in all the branches, though they'ſtand 
firm to the ſame ſtock, Upon which 
all intelligent and charitable Chriſti- 
ans may be ſatished by that which the 
Apoſtle addeth. But wmo every one 
of us is given grace according to the 
meaſure of the gift of Chriſt, If we 
find in them a want of that meaſure 
of the gift of Chriſt, they alſo find in 
usa want of the ſame. And God finds 
more of that want in them and us.To 
him they and we muſt give account 
of thoſe wants of the gifr of Chriſt 
which we haye incurred by our negli- 
gence 


148 , *. Soliloguy , 
gence and.wilfulneſs.. And of none 
of thoſe wants will he exact a ſeverer 


=*>-..ACCount than of the wilful wants of 


charity. . For when all is ſaid, that 
want of love to our brethren is want 
of loye:to God our Father, and to 
Chriſt our brother, the firſt born, - 
and the bond of the whole brother. 
hood. O that we made (as we. 
ought } the intereſs of Chriſt our ' 
chief- intereſs ! Then ſhould we feel 
thoſe wounds/given to any part,eſpe- 
clally-to'the great limbs of his myſti- 
cal body, as inflifted on our ſelves ; 
thoſe wounds whereby Satan labou- 
xeth to cut off integral parts of the 
viſible Church in which Chriſt hath 
many members. And the lameatable 
and lamenting face of. the Churches 
about us make us ſufficiently under- 
ſtand. what the enemy may do by that 
which he hath done already. 

- Without opening a wound now 
cloſed up by God's wonderful mercy 
and: power, we may conſider with 


horrour- how thoſe principal limbs 
of 
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of the Reformed Church , whole 
ſtrength is formidable to the common 

' Enemy, have been by the deep craft 

of Satan, ſet one againſt the other, 

to work with the height of their vi- 

gour and mettle their mutual ( that 

is.) their own deſtruction z Ade- 
ſtruftion which no humane ſtrength 
but our own can work. All among 

, Us that love Godand the peace of his 

Jeruſalem had great cauſe to lament 
that. the juſt vindication of-our right, 
and tne neceſſary intereſs of our pre- 

, ſervation ſhould ſo croſs the,com- 

mon intereſs of Religion, _ 

But as God is the God of righte- 
ouſneſs, he is alſo the God of peace , 
the God of truth, the God of loye, 
and love it ſelf. And where righte-- 
ouſneſs cannot be perfetly ſatisfied 
(for it is ſhort in all the contracts and 
commerces of the World ) God's 
love and peace will find ways for his 
own ſatisfaction : And the truth of 
God , the precious depoſitum of both 
parties will umpire the emergent dif- 

ferences 


150 . Prayer 
ferences,and make righteonſneſs and 
peace to kiſs each other, Yea, if we 
have the grace to tarn unto God 
with an humble, penitent and faith- 
ful Heart, deeply affefted with the 
Zeal of his Glory, and that of his 
Honfe, which m ſo many places and 
ſo many ways is threatned with ruin, 


PROATMTE R, 


O Lord Jeſu, who haſt loved thy 
Church, and given tby ſelf for 
her, thouart the ſame this day, and 
yeſterday, and for ever, and haſt the 
ſame loye to her now, as thou hadſt 
when thou didſt yield thy ſelf to the 
grievous Torments of _the Croſs 
to make propitiation for her by thy 
precious death and obedience. Lord, 
be pleaſed now to make uſe of that 
propitiation to turn the juſt indigna- 
tion of thy Father into compaſſion to- 
wards the Church thy Spouſe, which 
thov haſt purchaſed for thy ſelf, and 
paid ſo dear for; And as thou haſt re- 
deemed 
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deemed thy Church from the Infer- 
nal Torments, deliver her now from 
Temperal Deſtruftion. It is ver 
true, Lord, that we have deſerve 
Ro lefs than utter extirpation 5 and 
that our fins are more grievous than 
all the Aficions that we can either 
ſuffer or fear. For thoſe Perſons 
whom thou haſt pickt ont among the 
Nations enſlaved to Idolatry,to bring 
them unto thy marvellous Light, have 
_ not walked like Children of Light , 
but have fed themſelves with a vain 
hope to obtain redemption from-Hell 
by thy merit, without labouring to 
be redeemed from iniquity. And ſuch 
1s te. viciouſneſs of their Carriage, 
that the profeſſion only ofa holy Do- 
Ctrine, not any reformation in Man- 
ners, diftinguiſheth them from the 
wicked World. Some have taken Oc- 
caſ1on of thoſe exceſſes ro make a 
moſt guilty ſeparation; and have torn 
the Church inſtead of healing it. Yea 
to reform the Church they have com- 
mitted ſuch hideons crimes as caſt - 
mo 
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moſt foul and indelible blur upon 
the holy Profeſſion, Others have 
daubed the crevifles of God's Houlc 
with untempered Mortar, and cured 
the Wound of the Church lightly, 
ſaying, peace,peace, when there was 
no peace-to be expected without the 
amends of a ſerious repentance. ln 


Clergy and Laity, in great and ſmal), 
fromthe Sole of the Foot upwards, 


' - there is noſoundneſs in us. 


But the more unſound we are, the 
more work there is for thy Mercy and 
Vertue, O ſovereign Phyſician, whoſe 
greatcure appointed by thy heaven- 
ty Father-that ſent thee, is to take 
away the Sins of the World, Heal us, 
O Lord, of that great ſickneſs of ſin, 
whatſoever become of us for all other 
evils ; and incline our hearts-to help 
-Our cure by a ſpeedy and unfeigned 
repentance; the reality of which con- 
ſiſteth in a ſerious amendment. O 
create in us a clean Heart, and renew 
a right Spirit within us, that we may 


turn to him from whom ve have aceply 
| revol- 


TY wid 
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revolted, Iſa. 31. 6. and caſt away 
thoſe Idols of Gold and Silver which 
we have erected in our Hearts, all 
thoſe Taols of Jealouſy, the Lult of the 
Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes, and the 
Pride of Life; the reigning in- 
temperance, and the prophane Con- 
verſation , whereby we provoke 
thy Majeſty to caſt us away from 
theez and when we call upon thee 
for deliverance, to turn us out to 
thoſe falſe Gods to whom we have 
made a ſacrifice of our affeftions.Re- 
buke the ſpirit of diſcord and faction, 
that canker, corroding the inward 
parts of thy Church, and turning the 
good blood into corrupt matter, As 
we deſire that thou have thoughts of 
peace towards us, give us thoughts 
of peace towards our Diſlenting Bre- 
thren;z grace to put off Anger, Wrath, 
and Malice ; and to put on, as the Elet# 
of God, holy and beloved, Bowels of Mer- 
cies, Kinaneſs,  Humbleneſs of Mind , 
Mae kneſs, Long- Suffering , Forbearing 
one another, and Forgiving one another, 
as 
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as we would have thee to forgive ws, 
Aud if it. be thy pleaſure to conti- 
nue the Days of Afiction unto:thy 
Church, O Lord,. make them benefi- 
cial unto us, L2t theevil days help 
usto be good. Let the evitof affliction 
conſume the evil of Sin, Let thy Fur- 
nace:make uslike Geld. which is. tgied 
in dhe Fire; and comes out refined: of 
xs:drols:; that we may ſay with thy 
Servant David, It 15 good for us that 
we havebeen afflifted;that we may learn 
thy, Statutes. It thou deprive us of qut- 
ward comfarts, yet leave us the-in- 
wards; take not thy: holy Spire from us, 
continue unto-us. the means off grace, 
perfect thy; ftrength in our weakneſs, 
let usbeany thing ſawe may be thine. 
And now, Lord, having asked be- 
fare all; things: thy:Kingdom; and the 
rightegulgels. thereet according to 
thy' pracept,. we: will.call upon. thee 
for our. dehxeranceout of the dangers 
- which: ous ſins! have deſerved, and 
which theunwearied:malice ef our E- 
nemies: is- warking againſt us. for 
which 
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which alſo we have a precept, and 
that backt with a promiſe of thy Di- 
vine helps Call upon me #n the day of 
trouble, 1 will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt 
g lorifie me, Pſal. 5,0. 15. And to. pray 
for. the prolperity of thy Church, we 
haxe a ſpecial command, and with- 
all-an inviting promiſe , Pray for the 
peace of Ternſalem., they ſhall proſper 
that; lave thee, Pal 122... 6. 

O Lord, when was ever-the peace 
of, thy Jeruſalem mare diſturbed © 
Hard times of ſeveral ſorts. have gone 
oxer, thy Church ; Sometimes lofi- 
dels, pexſecuted-thoſe that called up- 
on.thy, name; Other times Hereticks. 
perſecuted. the: Orthadox , Other 
Umes.the Octhadox annoyed one a» 
nother, either abqut unneceſlary 
quarrels, of, Religion, or for diltes- 
ences about temporal. intereſles: thy. 
poor Militant Church. hath. been 
plagued in, theſe late times, with all 
theſe, The-worſhippers of dahomet 
cruelly: oppreſs: the worſhippers of 
Chriſt, The worſhippers of Creatures 
perſecute 
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56 Prayer 
perſecute to death,or baniſhment, or 
confiſcation , thoſe that will call up- 
on none but "God in their religious 
worſhip, and will have no Mediator 
* to God, but Jeſus Chriſt. Some en- 
lizhtened with the ſavingDoCtrine of 
the Goſpel, have put on ſuch an un. 
| Iucky Zeal about appendances of re- 
ligion, that they have wounded the 
vital parts of the Church, their Mo- 
ther,and ſtill continne to trouble her 
peace, Others (and we part of then) 
agreeing in the ſame holy Profeſſion, 
have fallen out about matters of profit 
and lIntereſs; and have been greedily 
deſtroying one another in open war. 
'We' were <certainly perſwaded of 
the Right of our Cauſe, and our Arms 
were juſtified by ourDuty to ourKing 
and Country. But who can diſtin- 
guiſh the innocent from the guilty ? 
We are all evil-doers.and all ſufferers 
for the evil we have done. - All we 
ſtand in double need of thy Mercy, 
both to be redeemed from iniquity , 


and from the deſerved Puniſhment of 
Our 
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our -iniquity.. And before we call for 
thy aſliſtance, we have need to call 
for the pardon of our Sins, and the 
grace of a ſerious Converſion. Fa- 
ther of Mercies, let this be the be- 
ginning of thy Mercy to us, to make 
us ſenſible of our Sins, and what a 
hand we have our ſelves in thy judg- 
ments. Lord, turn us, and we ſhall be 

turned; convert us, and we ſhall b 

converted, | 
And becauſe quick deftruftion is 
coming upon thy Church in moſt 
Provinces of Chriſtendom, and moſt 
Men are impenitent,and the moſt pe- 
nitent are ſlow and defective in their 
repentance : O Lord, prevent the 
compleat repentance of thy Church 
with the ſpeedy defence of thy truth, 
and protect thyChurch for thy truths 
ſake. For the danger of which we 
ought to be moſt ſenſible, is not the 
{laughter of Men, which howſoeyer 
mult die within few Years, whether 
they be good or bad ; but the extir- 
pation of thy holy Religion, the ex- 
| _ it 'tinction 
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tinCtion of the light of thy truth, the 
healing of the mortal wound of the 
- Beaſt, and the return of that worſe 
than Egyptian Darkneſs over the con- 
ſciences of Men. _ All our ſufferings 
compared to tiat intereſs are of ſinall 
conſideration. 

© Lord, diſpoſe of us as thou thinkeſt 
good, but maintain thy trath, defend 
the cauſe of thy glory. Let not thine 
Adverſzries-triumph. Let not Satan 
build - his Synagogue with the Ruins 
of thy Houſe. And lince the ſubliſtence 
of thy truth on carth is ſo complicat- 
ed with that of thy Church, that if 


thy Church be deſtroyed, thy Truth Þþ 


' fallsamong Men; O Lord, let thy 
iealouſie ſtir vp thy compaſlions, and 

FG r the preſervation of thy truth pre» 

ſerve thy Church. Finding no-rea- 

ſons in vs to moye thy compaſſions, 

find them in thy ſelf, and preſerye 
as from the Intereſs of thy Glory, 
Fherefore ſhould the Heathen ſay, where 
25 new their God ! Let them not cone 
ceive by our periſhing;that thy truth 
| is 
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is periſhable, and that thy cauſe 1s 
unjaſt becauſe it is caſt, Ler not Satan 
the falſe Prince of the World fer up 
his Throne in thy Church allo : For 
thine, not his, #5 the Kingdom, and the 
Power, and the Glory. /iWake, awake , 
put on ſtrength, O Arm of the Lord, 
awake as inthe ancient days, in the 
Generations of Old. Art thou not he 
that haſt cut Rahab, and wounded the 
Dragon? Art thou not he which hath 
dried the Sea, the Waters of the great 
Deep ? That hath made the Depths of 
the Sea a Way for the ranſomed to come 
over ? Ila. Fle 9. Look down from 


' Heaven, and behold from the Habitati= 


on of thy Holineſs and of thy Glory. 
Where i thy Zeal and thy Strength, the 
Jounding of thy Bowels, and of thy Mer- 
cies towards ns ? Are they reſtrained ? 


* Dowbtleſs thou art our Father , though 


Abraham be sgnorant of us, and liracl 

acknowledge us not. Thox, O Lord, art 

our Father and Redeemer ;, thy Name 5s 

from everlaſting, a. 63. 15. 

The corruption was never lo gene- 
8 3 <l 
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ral in the Church, but there was ſome 
true Piety left in it, And eyen among 
us there are good Souls, that trea- 
ſure up thy knowledge in their Hearts 
with great affection, and labour ſin. 
cerely to walk before thee unto all 
pleaſing, Some have no great pro- 
greſs as yet in their regeneration , 
yet they have received thy Goſpel 
- with that - ſincerity, which with thy 
Grace and their godly Exerciſe, will 
grow to the perfeCt ſtature of the 
new man. That meaſure of goodneſs 
in thy People, being the product of 
thy Grace, thou wilc not forſake the 
work of thy hands, nor deliver thoſe 
to deſtruction, to whoſe heart thou 
haſt ſaid, Soul; 1 am thy Salvation. 
Weembrace this comfortable pro- 
- miſe of thine, J/a. 65. 8. As the new 
Wine 3s found in the Cluſter, and one 
ſaith, Deſtroy it not, for a bleſſing #5 wn 
it ; ſo will I do for my Servants ſake, 
_ that I may not deſtroy them all. O 
Chriſt, in theſe Nations honored with 
thy Goſpel, now lying ſadly _ 
tne 
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the oppreſſion of the Enemies of thy 
Truth, or under their domeſtick rut. 
nous diſtractions, there's ſome of the 
Muſt of thy knowledge and love. A 
bleſſing isin it , a great, admirable 
and unſpeakable bleſling ; A bleſſing 
purchaſed for them by thy Blood,and 
conferred upon them by thy Spirit. 
O Lord, let that ſaving bleſling be 
attended by the -other bleſlings of 
thy goodneſs; the bleſſings of peace 
and proteQtion. Keep thy redeemed 
ſafeas the Apple of thine Eye. Let 
Kings be their nurſing Fathers, and 
Queens their nurſing Mothers, Let 
our gracious Soveraign. be always 
the conſtant Defender of the Faith, 
and the loving Prote#or of thyChurch, 


| and find in that pious and Royal 


Office, a powerfol defence and pro» 
teftion for himſelf and his Imperial 
Family. Let all thoſe that ſerk thee, re« 
joyce, and be plad in thee. Let all ſuch as 
love thy ſalvation ſay continually, The 
Lord be magnified, Pſal. 40, 16. 

But if for the further execution of 


H;3 thy 


F el 
” 
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MF thy jadgments, and- manifeſtation of 
ER - thy wiſdom and glory, by thy ways 
3 - wroich are not oer ways, thou. wile 


multiply the days of trial unto thine 
afflifted Churches, or even make 
this Church of ours to go through 
the Fiery-Furnace, Lord,let thy grace 


howſoever never depart from us, the 


- guiding of thy fear, the comforts of 
thy promiſes, the ſtrength of Faith, 
and the. inward aſſurances of thy 
Love, that we may be joyful in Hope, 
patient in Tribulation, perſeverant, in« 
ſtant in Prayer, Rom. 12. 12, When 
our Fleſh and our Heart faileth, be tho 
the ſtrength of our Heart, and oar Poy- 
tion for ever, Plal.73. 26, And let 
TF# Chriſt bea gain unto vs buth to live 
FF - and to die. Do this for us andin 
FY . us, © heavenly Father ; for'thy Sons 
ſake, and by thy Spirit, that tothe 
Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt we may 
ever give all Honor. and Glory, 


Amen: 


— 


= 
COUNSEL 
To troubled Conlſciences. 


Inſtead of a "Soliloguy for one troubled 
with that iſeaſs I will endeavour 
to give him\good connſel. For ſuch a 
Perſon is apt, when he ſpeaks to his 
Soul, to give wrong judgment againſt 
bimſelf, and hath need to be armed 
with a preſervative againſt his own 
fears, before he take his. Conſcience: 


in hand. - 


T*Hcre are two ſorts of: troubled! 

, Conſfciences. Some that have: 
really committed outragious offen-- 
ces of the. groſſer ſort againſt- God- 
and their Neighbours, as Blaſphemy,. 
Murther,, Robbery, Oppreſlions, A-- 
= +; dultery, 
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- dultery; falſe Teſtimony,” whereby 
they feel the Terrois of God's Ju- 
ſtice, and a very Hell in their guilty 
* Hearts, To them I have five things 

* . Ttoſfay. 


I, Firſt,;they muft labour for a con- 
-__ tcition adequate to their crimes,and 


the heavinelis of their demerits, con- 
demning. themſelyes moſt feriouſly 
before God, that they may.not be 


condemned. Of the deep ſorrow re- 


quilite after enormous ſins, . David 
- -gave an example after his two cry- 

Ing offences of Adultery aondMurther, 
for he faſted and lay on the ground 
ſeven days, upon God's rebuke ſer; 
to him by. Vathas. 

... It, Ihe beſt part of repentance is 
converſion, and making all poſlible a- 
mends to God and Men. Bcfides your 
private humiliation before God,who 
in all offences is the principal offend- 

_ ed party. Ii you have diſhonored his 

Holy Name before Men, honor him 

before the ame. Men with an-open 

| confeſlion and CNT Wag 
s : | ave 
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Have you offended your Neighbour 
in his credit ? Make him reparation. 
Have you wronged another in his 
Geods ? Make him reſtitution. Think 
not to make amends for the wrong 
done to one by giving to another, or 
eyen to God himſelf ; as many who 
having got a great eſtate by n_ 
and extortion, have founded Hoſpi- 
tals and Monaſteries,ſeeking to make 
their peace with God, by. giving. 
him part of their rapines, and mak- 
ing him receiver of ſtolen Goods. 

IT', Ifhe that hath committed ſuch 
grext offences 'come to hate them, not: 
ſo much becauſe they are pernicious 
to him,as becauſe they are diſpleaſing; 
to God, let him take that ſting of ſin. 
as an effect of Gods grace , *driving 
him to repentanee, being ſure that 
fuch a {ſpark of -the loye of God in 
him,comes from God, and cannot be 
the product of his orkgoyiay nNa-- 
ture; for we are not ſufficient of our ſelves 
a of our ſelves to think any good thing;, + 
but our ſufficiency #5 of God,2:C0r.3\ 5+ 

H 5 I. . 
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1V. Having ſo much offended God, 
let him not addto his ſin's the moſt 
grievous of all ſins, which is deſpair. 
Other fins are againſt God's Juſtice ; 


 - Deſpair is beſides, againſt God's mer- 


cy, the attribute ip which God takes 
molt glory. Other ſins commit the: 
Evil, but this beſiJes rejedF; the remedy. 

V. Les him therefore conſider and 
belicye, that there is a Ranſom for 
all repenting Sinners and true Con- 


verts, theughnever ſo guilty before. 


T he Blood of Feſus Chriſt the Son of 
God doth cleanſe us from all Sin, 1 Joh. 
1.7, No great lin is greater than 
God's mercy.. No ſore of the Soul is 
incurable by the Blood and Merit of 
Chriſt. But then let him obey God's 
Call to repentance and ſalvation, E- 
2th. 18, 30. Caft away from youall your 
Tranſgreſfons whereby you have tranſ- 
greſſed , and make you a new Heart 
and new Spirit ; for why will ye die, O 
Houſe of Iſrael ? For I have no pleaſure 
Sr the death of him that dieth, faith the 
Lord God. Wherefore turn your ſelves, 
and live ye, : Noto- 
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. Notorious Malefattors have fel- 
dom: ounded Conſciences, being by 
their Cuſtom of ſinning,.- caſt intoa- 
dull reprobate Senſe, and drowzineſs- 
of-Conſcience, not to be: awaked by: 
Death it ſelf; But: when it pleaſeth; 
God to work: graciouſly and power» 
fully upon their hearts, from great: 
ſinners they prove great and:exems-- 
plary converts : And byitheir accu» 
rate living in the fear-of God, ſhew. 
that they have learned a: great holi- 
neſs by the great mercy of God, in 
pardoning their grievous-ſins; As 
they would make a Comment upon 
David'sſaying toGod;There's forgive-. 
neſs with thee, that thou maiſt beifeared.. 
There is another ſort-of wounded 
Spirits, who being 'none-of thepriev-- 
ous ſinners; but pious Perſons, and los. 
vers-of God and Goodneſs, yet never - 
leave.acculing and tearing their-com. 
ſciences, and thinking. of Gad with. 
horror; Of the wound of thoſe:con-- 
ſciences, - generally the Cauſe is-the > 
weaknels and indiſpoſition:of-theirr 
Bodies. . 
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Bodies.For the firſt fort though load- 
en with much heavier fins, 2re far 
more ſuſceptible of comfort, if they 
be ( as they: are commonly.) of a 
ſtrong Conſtitution, and free from 
Melancholy. The ſecond ſort having 
their Spleen and- their Hypocondres 
oppreſt with Melancholy, and their 
Brains ſtained with it, are very ſel- 
dom totally refolyed of their Scruples 
of Conſcience. Such Patients are crux 
Theologoram, the continual wearifome 
. and, moſt rimes barren ſubjects of the 
good Pains-of Divines, to comfort 
heir ſad: ſouls ; for when their obje- 
£tions againftthemſcives are anſwer- 
_- ed with the -ſoundeſt Divinity and 
Reaſonz they are not thereby ſilenced, 
Þut: continue to vex themſelves and 
- ethers till their-ſad Days: þe;ended 
by Death; which yet-uſech to be full 
of comfort and- aflurance: in God's 
\ Mercy, through Jeſus Chriſt their Sa- 
x1our;for: Chriſt brexketb not the bruiſed 
weed,and quencheth net theſmoaking flax. 
4. ; Neither ought we to makes a: => 
| | er 
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ſter jadgment of thoſe dejefted per- 
ſors who baving led a Chriſtian life, 
have aCted their death with their own 
hands ; But judge ( as we ought ) 
that it was the work of predominanc 
melancholy, _ of nr er __ 
ic, and that living and dyi e 
”_ in the hands of that co _ 
good God whole mercy rejoyceth 
oyer judgment. 
But let thoſe fearful examples be a 
preſſing warning to the ſoul-ſick 
Chriſtians, that they leave ſtudying 
of ſcruples,and indulging to their me. 
lancholy; for melancholy is the food, 
the neſt, and the fort of: the Angel 
of darkneſs, the enemy of God and 
men, and the great worker of their 
perdition. Wherefore troubled con- 
ſciences among the comforts of God's: 
mfinite.love in Feſus Chriſt, have 
need alſo to be driven by terror 
from that ruinous courſe of foſterin 
objections againſt themſelves an 
God's-mercy,lecſt that if they harden 
themſelyes againſt God's comforts,he 
cur 


x70 For troubled Conſcienses. 
- turn them out to the Father of diſ- 
 . comfort, the Devil, who is roving a- 
| bout us, ſeeking whom he maydevour: 

| Take heed of bending your ſelves 

= againſt God's comforts ; ſo much is 
fighting: againſt God's metcy, the 
moſt heavy and the moſt damnable 


> finof all fns. 


I acknowledge till that the cauſe 
of trouble of conſcience in perſons- 
©. averſe from vices,is rather in the bc- 
dy than the ſoul ; and ſuch patients 
are more proper ſubjects for Phyſi- 
 ciansthan Divines, for Divinity can- 

-. notpurgethe'Spleen and the Mother. 
* , Wherefore 1 would-beſeech them as 
they areconſcionable Chriſtians, and 
abhor falſe teſtimony,thatthey would 
give overaccuſing their ſouls-for the 
defets of their bodies. _. 
- | Vet let them employ all the pow- 


.. ers. of their ſpirit to fight the good 


fight againſt thoſe domeſtick enemies, 
the indiſpoſition of their bodies, and 
the ſuggeſtions of melancholy. Let 
- them notadmit theaccſuations an 
F. (Nem-. 
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themſelves untried, but make tothem- 
ſelyes theſe queſtions; Doſt thou 
love God ? Art thou ſorry. that thou 
canſt love him no better ? Are thy 
fins diſpleaſing unto thee ? Doſt thou 
abhor the irreligious thoughts which 
Satan ſuggeſteth unto thy ſad ſpirit ? 
Art thou willing to do the duties of 
charity, to give, to forgive, to re- 
turn good for evil, and that for 
Chriſt's fake who gave himſelf to 
death for us hisenemies ?And if thou 
axt)aot able to pray ( as many wound» 
ed conſciences imagine that they can» 
not, art thou not wiſhing that thou 
mighteſt do it ? 

Certainly if you do but defire that 
you might love God, you love him, 
and he loveth them that love bim. And 
we love him becauſe he loved us firſt 
You may be ſure that your deſires to 
beable to follow the rules of his Goſ- 
pel,and glorific him in your body'and 
in your fpirit which are his, are-not 
_ the motions of a reprobate ſenſe, or 
your datural corruption. They a 

[ 
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the work of Gad's grace, and he that 


bath begun a good work in you,ſhall 
perfect it. . 

Among theſe conſcierices troubled 
with the fear of coining ſhort of their 
ſalvation, if I may meet with a rati- 
onal and generous piety, would try 
a way for their comfort, which is not 
obſerved enough. You fear you ſhall 
not be ſaved. But I fear that you 
miſtake the nature of your Chriſtian 
calling, ſerting that firſt which is the 
lat in your duty, You are called to 

lorifie God in your body and in your 
pirst which are God's, 1 Cor, 6.20. 
And next,to rely upon his mercy for 
your ſalvation. Your Chriſtian du- 
ty. muſt not begin by the laſt ; but 
that which is firſt in God's intention, 
muſt be the firſt in your prattice; 
You were ht with a price, the in- 
finite price of Chriſt's blood,tbat you 
ſhould glorifie God ſaith St. Parl,in the 


- - alledged place; and again, Tr. 2. 14. 
| Chriſt gave bimfelf for gba 


he might 
redeem ww from all iniquity, awd purific 


Wt 0 


For troubled Conſciemes; , 173 


unto himſelf a peeuliar people, zealous of 
good works, And St. Peterthe like, 
1 Pet. 2, 24. Chriſt | bis own ſelf hare 
aur fins in, his own body on the tree, that 
we being dead to fi, ſhould live unto 
righteouſneſs. This I urge, that luch 
Chriſtians as are wholly poſleſt with 
cares and fears about their ſalvation, 
may wiſely apprehend that they were. 
redeemed for a better end; and are 
called by their redemption toa high- 
er ſtudy and employment, even to do 
their part to be redeemed from ini» 
quity, to be zealous of good works, 
t0272 yntv un, and live unto. righte- 
ouſneſs ; to ſhew the prarſer, and fol- 
low the virines of him that bath Called 
** ont of darkneſs unto his marvellous 
light, 1 Pet. 1. g. and it was for that 
end that he called ns out of darkneſs 
unto his marycllons light. | 
A principal cauſe of the trouble of 
conſcience,and doubts of ſalvation is, 
that men bring a mercenary love to 
thelc religion, limiting their duty to 
the obraining of their ſalvation. We 
are 
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are indeed commanded, Phil. 2. 12. 
to work out our own ſalvation with 
trembling and fear. But if we ſerve 
God for no other end,the great agent 
in our ſervice is.our ſelf-Jove,not the 
love of God. Whereas if we be ge- 
nerous Chriſtians, we ſhal] confider 
our ſalvation only as an appendance 
of God's glory, andlove itand work 
it for that end. Wherefore the Apo- 
f FMRfile having inthe alledged text ex- 
i Horted Chriſtians to-work out their 
! - own falyation, tells them two verſes 


It- " afrerachat muſt be their end in that 


if © WOK, that you may ve oiameleſe and: 
| harmleſs,the ſons of God,without rebuke, 
inthe midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
 Kevieration, among hom you ſhine at 

lights in the world. 
Then whenſoever that queſtion 
comes into your mind, whether you- 
ſhall be ſaved, put it back with this 
reſolution: Let God diſpoſe of me 
as he pleaſeth. For my part 1 will 
labour to glorifie him, and walk:be- 
fore bim unto all pleaſing, by as full. 
an. 
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an obedience asI am able to yield; 
This is my part,my falvation.is pro= 
perly God's part, Which with a full 
truſt in his mercy in Jeſus Chriſt, and 
aſſurance in his promiſes I commix 
unto his goodneſs. Yea, I am confi: 
dent that by tending his, ſervice and” 
glory, 1 work my ſalvation, and [ 
need to-trouble my ſelf no furthep-. 
about it. 

One may ſay, That is good counſel 
for a better grown Chriſtian thanl 
am, For my part 1 cannot but.be 
ſore troubled, God help me, for E 
have grievouſly oftended hiith. _ _ --; 

To ſuch a one | will anſwer, Tam-- - 
very glad to hear ſo much from you, 
After grievous offences, if your con- 
ſcience reſted untroubled in guiltineſs 
andimpenitence.I would lamentyour 
caſe. '-On God's name bewail your 
lins induſt and aſhes.. Set down be- 
fore you the greatneſs and holineſs of 
your Maker. and Soveraign Judge 
whom you have offended, and pre- 
yent the judgment and condemnation 
| from 
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from. his high juſtice, by judging and 
condemning yourſelf before him 
with (incerity and the lowelt humilia- 
tion. ; | 
And beſides the reparation to God 
and men, which I have recommended 
before,lay a mul& upon your ſelf,and 
do' ſome worthy work. of charity, 
Which is Damel's-counſel to Nebs- 
chadnezzar, Bre ak off thy ſins-by righ« 
feouſneſs, and thine wiquities by ſhew- 
ing mercy to the poor , Dan. 4-27. 
_ Butin afflifting your foul for ſin, 
take heed of getting an habit of ſad- 
neſs which deadyour faithand diſables 
you from holy duties. The ſorrow of 


repentance is exceſlive when it doth || 


not end in that'proper end of it, which 
is to make our peace witt God by em- 
bracing his gracious promiſes 1n Jeſus 
Chriſt, Sorrow is good but by acci- 
dent,as a means tothat great end.For 
the Goſpel end is not -forrow; but 


comfort,and to make us ſay with the Þ! 


| 


HolyyVirgin, My ſoul -doth mag nifie the th 


Lord, and my ſpirit rejoyeith 1nGod my 
Saviour | - But 


he 
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But if a penitent Chriſtan. hath 
overſhot himſelf in that exerciſe of 
penitent ſqrrow, and ſuffered the ter- 
rour of God's wrath to bite too hard 
upon his conſcience, I will recom- 
mend this true obſervation to his ſick 
ſoul, that if with that tertour he hath 
bug a deſire to be reconciled with 
God as his ſoveraign good,itis a ne- 
ver failing lign of recoyery. Why ? 
there is in ſuch a Soul the life of faith, 
though it have an obſtruction in the 
at of confidence. That defire of r- 
conciliation with God. is the pulſe of 
faith, As long as that pulſe beats in 
the ſoul, I am fo far from-deſpairing 
of the patients life,thatIacknowledge 
igit a higher prcanciple than any thing 
that is of man. No Soul can but from 
Godz: and in a good degree of rege- 
neration, deſire his peace with God 
as his ſoveraign good... -Againſt that. 
work of God 1n the ſoul, all the 
power and craff of . Satan, . neſtling 
himſelf in the malignant bumours of . 
the body, ſhall not prevail, Chriſt's 

pro- 
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promiſe is more ſtedfaſt than heaven 
and earth. Bleſſed arethey that bmnger 
and thirſt after righteouſneſs, for they 
ſhall be filled , Maith. 5 6» The 
man is weak, but God is ſtrong. Le: 
him take hold of my ftrength ( faith 
God) that be may have peace with 


me, and he ſhall have peace with me, [| 


Iſa. 27. 5. 
Chriſt is ony peace, ſaith St. Paul, 
Ephel. 2. 14. The Father himfelf hath 
made our peace through the blood of his 
Son, Col. 1.20, TI here was a graci- 
ous cuſtom among the Meleſſtans, 
that a ſuiter for life and protection 
ſhould take the Kings Son in hisarms, 
and ſo petition on his knees before 
the altar; and then nothing for his 
ſafety was ro be denied him.” Ir is our 
caſe. Let us take hold of our heiven- 
ly Kings Son, and with the arms of 
our faith preſent him unto our God 
and Father. No petitioner for ſal- 
vation is rejected of the Father when 
the petition is made inhis Sons name, 
But ict not your weakneſs frame to 
your 


| 
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your {clyes a degial from God when 
you are not denied. You have need 
of patience, that afrer you have done the 
will of Ged, you may receive the promiſe, 
Heb. 10. 35. Wait on the Lord, be of 
good conrageand he ſhall ſtrengthen thy 
heart , wait 4 ſay on the Lord, Plal. 
27. 14. And Chriſt himlelf encoura- 
geth your patience and perſeverance 
with this invitation, 42 and i# ſhall 
be given you, ſeek and you ſhall find, 
xnock, and it ſhall be opened unto youy 
Luk, 11,9. Perhaps it ſhall not be 
opened untoyou at the firſt knock, be. 
cauſe God did many times knock at 
the door of your hearts,and you did 
not open. But your very asking, and 
ſeeking, and knocking, though with- 
preſent comfortable anſwer, is 
oPtem aſſurance, and a moſt cer. 
tain tign that you are not forſaken of 
the grace of God, for without it you 
could neither ask,nor ſeek,nor knock. 
Wherefore be thou in the fear of God 
all the day long, all chy-lile long. For 
certainly there 1s an end, and thine ex- 
pell ation 
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pettation ſhall not be cut off, Prov. 23, 
17, 18. And he that endureth unto 
the end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved, Mark 
13. 13 
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PRAY-ER 


For the troubled Conſcience, by the | 
ſenſe of her ſins. 


Reat Judge of the world, who 
&_TJ hateſt iniquity,and haſt plagues 
at hand to pumtſh ir s Thou doſt now 
teach me that great truth jn the 
ſchool. of thy juſt judgements. - For 
thine arrows ſtick faſt in-me, angus 
hand preſſethme ſore. There tv 70 
ſonndneſs in my fleſh, becauſe of thine 
anger, neither is there any reſt in my 
bones becauſe of my fin. For mine 
in iquities are gone oyer my head as all 
heavy burden, they are too heavy for 
me. I have {janed, what ſhall I do 


con 


tronbled Conſciences. 181 
tothee thou preferver of men? I witl 
is 1h groan under thy judge- 
ments,give thee glory, che end which 
Fwas made for. I will glorifie thy 
juſkice, and ſay, The Lord is juft,and 
t am a finger, a gfievous finer. Juſt 
and true are thy ways, thou'King of 
Saints, to ſend thy terrors into a 
Soul that would not be'fenfible of the 


| invitations of thy mercy,and to make 


* # * { 6. $4. ddr 


me feel thy wrath, who have been a 
great abuſer of thy graces,and tran{- 
ereflour of thy Commandments. 
Great and good God, who m wrath 
remembreſt mercy , Iet me find fo 
much mercy, in and by thy wrati , 
that my own wickedneſs may correct 
me, and my backſlidings reprove me, 
making me know, and feel, that it is 


an evil thing, and bitter, that T have 


forſaken the Lord my God, and that 
thy fear was not in me: O my God, 
I have committed two evils, I haye 
forſaken thee, the fountain of living 
waters, and hewen to my ſelf ciſterns, 
broken ciſternsxhat can hold no _ 


182. A Prayer for 
Lhave forſaken thee the only.true.and 
ſoveraign good, to- follow the ſinful 
and deceitful promiſes of the world 
and the fleſh z which have diſappoint- 
ed ine of my hopes,and now leaye me 
to my fears, after I have by their ſe- 
\duftion,treaſured up unto my ſelf (as 
much as was in me) wrath agaiaſt the 
"day of wrath, and revelation of thy 
righteous judgment. ' Lord, thou de- 
ſireſt not the death of a ſinner, but 
that.he repent and live. And it is to 
recover ſuch great ſinners as | aw,that 
thou haſt provided the greateſt of re- 
medies, thy moſt precious Son, one 
God with thy ſelfand thy Spirit,who 
* In obedience to thee, and out of com- 
paſſion to us, thy living, but perver- 
xed and defaced Images, hath taken 
vpon him our weak fleth, and in it 


hath yielded himſelf to the curſed 


_ deathof the Croſs, and preſented to 
tby ſoveraigh juſtice, the unvaluable 
Price of his Blood and merit, a full 
and perfe& ranſom for all damnable 
{inners, that whoſoever Ou on 

1m, 


| 
| 
| 
1 
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him,ſbould nor periſh, but have ever- . 
laſting life. Lord, | believe, but help 
thou my unbelicf, the greac ſickneſs 
of my afflitcd ſou), ſinking under the 
burthen of her ſins. And to begia 


 mycure,grant that it may bethe bur- 


then of my fins, indeed thart lie heavy 
upon me, rather than the horrour of 
thy judgments. 'O how | hate! ©O 
that I might hate enough the offences 
which I have committed againſt thee, 
the moſt great, the moſt holy God, 
my molt watchful prote&tor,my moſt 
bountiful benefa&tor, my. moſt pati- 
ent and tender-hearted Father, who 
haſt not dealt with me after-my ſins, 
nor rewarded me according to mine 
iniquities. My good God, with this 
lothing of my fins, give me a ſtedfaſt 
parpolſe to forſake them, and to be 


- more earneſt and conſtant to ſeek to 


pleaſe thee; and glorifie thee, in my 
body and in my ſpirit which are thine, 
than ever I was eager to follow the, 
ſinful courſes of this world. Create 


' In me a clean heart, O God, renew 


I 2 right 
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I 24 Prayer for Comfort. 


Tight ſpirit within me by thy ſancti2 
-fying ſpirit,and by the ſame heal now 


the ſores of my ſad ſoul. Lord par- 


. don me, Lord accept of me in thy be- 


lov<d Son ; Lord make me to hear of 
Joy and gladneſs,that the bones which 
thou haſt broke may r<joyce wn thy: 
falvation, and more yet in the duties 
of thy ſervice, through Jeſus Chriſt 
ty Lord, Amen. 


PRAYER 
For Com fot. 


Neo thee do I lift ap wives eyes, 

 Othouthat.dwelleſt inthe hea- 
vens. Behold,as the eyes of ſervants 
look unto. the. hand of theis Maſter, 
and as. the eyes of a maiden look unto 


the hand of ker maſtxeſs, {o-mine eyes 
waitupan ibee,Q-Lordgus God, ur 


til than have me; cy upon.me. .- Have 
——_ op Arm ana mercy 
. pou 
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upon me. Aſliſt me with thy ſtrength 
againſt the ſtrength of Satan, the 
weakneſs of my complexion, and the 
diſtreſs of my ſoul, overbuſie to di- 
ſtreſs her owia felf. 1 know , OLord, 
that my ſins haye deſerved at thy 
hands a worſe diſtrefs than any that 
Satan can lay upon me, or my ſad 
ſpirit aggravate : But Þ-know allo 
that thy goodnefs.,equalunto thine al- 
mighty ſtrength,can rebuke and over- 
come Satan 3. and thy gracious Sp1ric 
caa raiſe and revive my dejected 
ſpirit, thovugh never ſo much dif- 
ordered by the wicked ſpirit: Then 
ungo thy ſtrength and goodneſs I have 
my-hamble reconrſe, Succour me, O 
Lord, take my-part againſt Satan and: 
againſt my felf, 4s deepas I am in the 
gulf of melancholy,thou mayeſt when 
thou pleaſeſt ſpeak unto my heartyſeek_ 
thou my face. Speak'it, O Lord, and 
enable my heart to fay unto the, Thy 
face Lord will I ſeek. Lord ſpeak the 
word,and thy ſeryant ſhall be healed. 
Hide not thy face far from.me, put 
I 3: noc 
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not thy ſcrvant away in anger ; Thou 


_ haſt been my help, leave me not,nei- 


ther forſake me, O God of my falva- 
tion. O-Lord Jcſv,who didſt heal fo 


*- many diſeaſed. perſons, and ſaidit to 
. them withal, Thy ſins are forgiven 


thee, ſpeak that comfortable word to 
mea {ad obje&t.of thy compaſſion, 
,T hou that faidſt in the. beginning of 
time,..Let-the light be, and the light 
was, ſpeak the ſame powerful word 


'unto my ſoul lying in darkneſs and in 


the ſhadow of death. Work within 


- me a new creation,: the illumination 


of thy holy knowledge, and the light 
of holineſs and heavenly comforts. 
My God,1 defice thy comforts,that 1 
may without difturbance tend the 
duties of thy ſervice, and that I may 
ſee the heauty of. holineſs,and rejoyce 


_ In it, and glorifie thee by my delight 


in 1t. Father of mercies,create in me 2 
clean heart, renew aright ſpirit within 
me, and turn my mourning into ſongs 
of. deliverance,through the merit of 
thy Sony.and by the operation of thy 
good Spirit. Amen.” >, PRAY 


A 
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PRAYER 
For Patience in want of Comfort. 


God, thou att my God, carly 
' will Iſeek thee, My ſoul thirſt- 


eth for thee, My ſpirit lonzeth for 


thee as a Ury and thirſty land. My 
God, among the many wants of ſmy 
weak and'diſconſolate ſou}, ſo mucty' 
I have yet of thy grace,that I feel my 


wants, thatl long and pant for thee, 


and cannot ſo much as imagine any. 


, comfort and ſtrength but from thee: 


and in thee. O Lord, thou art ſtiled- 
by thine Apoſtle Paul, the God of pati-* 
ence and conſulation. Shew thy felf' 


 fach effeCtually to my poor ſoul. 


When I find my faith trembling, my' 
hope drooping, my zeal cool, and' 
yet. with theſe defefts ſome grain of” 
ſincere love to thee, Then ſtrengthen 
thou my ſoul _ ſo much patienceas: 

4 £0: 
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to teach my heart how my_ preſent 
Chriftian calling +5 not to be abun. 
dantly ſatisfied with the fatneſs of thy 
houſe,and todrink of The river of thy 
pleaſures, but in that expectation to 
truſt patiently uader the ſhadow of 
thy wings, fighting the good fight 
a2ainſt che temptations of Satan and 


F- the world, and thoſe of mine own ſins 


ſul fleſh, to make me a way tothee 
through publick corruptions and pri- 
vate ſedutions, through aflictions 


+ - and oppoſi:ions, through doubts aud 


«i5J 


fears and-frailties of my fiaful nature, 
Azaioſt all theſe 1 beſeech thee,O my 
God, to ſtrengthen me, eſpecially a- 
gainſt thoſe unſeenpowers of darkneſs 
which know thoſe avenues into my 
ſoul which 1 know not my ſelf, and 
have. fo many ways £0 aſſauit my 
weak ſpirit. That among thoſe many 
trials of my patience, may have per- 
| ſeverance unto the end. O thou that 

_ art the God of patience,be thouto me 
- alſo the God of conſolation ; For un- 

Ick in the multitude of my robe 

0% Ei | thy 
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thy comforts refreſh-my ſoul, I cannot 
but faint and be finally overcome. O 
Lord ſhew me thy gracious counte- 
nance. Say unto my ſoul, Soul,I am 
thy ſalvation. Grant me, according 


to the riches of thy glory; to be: 


ſtrengthened with might by thy Spi- 


rit in the inward man ; that Chriſt 


- way dwell in my heat by faith, that 
being rooted and grounded in love,I 
may be able to comprehend with all 
Saints what is the breadth and length 


and depth and height, and to know: 


thelove of Chriſt whichpaſſeth know- 


ledge, that I may be filled with all the 


fulneſs of God. No leſs, .my God 


dol beg at thy hands,than to be filled 
with all thy fulneſs. And in my weak- 
condition yet I will command my foul- 
to loye thee, hope in thee,and praiſe - 
Now unto him who is--* 
able to do exceeding abundantly. 
above all that I'can ask- or - think; . 
according to the power that worketh - 
in us,unto him be glory inthe Church - 


thee ,, ſaying, 


by Chriſt Jefus throughout all ages, 


world without end, Amen, I5. To-. 


#4. 
_ > 


Siu} "E- 
. Ed 

*s wo 

$$ (48. - 


b.% 
F 


” ho . : as) if 5 OY ** 4 | 
” 190 For troubled Conſciences,\, 
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O theſe deyotions fitted for the 

uſe of troubled but pious cone 
ſciences, I wilt add for the end this 
faithful counſel z Let them be much 
employed in praſing God, of which 
the book of Pſabns affordeth plenty 
of helps; There being nothing more 
efteftual for the chearing up of areli- 
gious heart.,than the exerciſe of pral- 
ſing God. Praiſing God is the great 
duty'of men on earth, and the eternal 
felicity of men and Angels in heaven. 
To thar great duty chearfulneſs is fo 


eſfential, that you ſhall hardly find 


any place in Scripture where the duty 
of praiſes is injoyned or praCtiſed, but 
chearfulneſs is withal injoyned or pra= 
Ctiſed: Thus Pſal. g5. O come_let 
ws ſing unto the Lord, let zu beartily re- 
Joyce in the ſtrength of aur ſalvation. 
Let us come before hu preſence with 
thensgiving, and ſhew our ſelves glad 
in him with Pſalms. And Pſal. 100. 

| O 


if 
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O be joyful in” the Lord all ye lands, 
ſerve the Lord with gladneſs, and come 


before his preſence with a ſong. To' 


bring all the inſtances to that purpoſe- ' 
out of the Pſalms, I ſhould'write out - 
great part of the book. 

Let not a ſad ſoul-ſay, David praiſ-- 
ed God becauſe he was joyful, and 
had ſubje& for it, but that is not my 
caſe. Nay, David was joyful becauſe 
he praiſed God : God's praiſes were 
his comfort in his diſtreſs. This you 
may ſce in the Pſalms 42, and 43: 
Why art thou caſt down, O my ſoul, and 
why ' art thou diſquieted within me ? 
Hope in God, for I ſhall yet praiſe bim 
who ts the health of my countenance and ' 
myGod. ( And who wants ſubject to + 
praiſe God for his bleſſings, though » 
he enjoy nothing of his gifts but'life * 
and time of repentance ? ) David by - 
prailing God had brought his ſoul ta : 
that habit of comfort and joy expreſt 
in all his hymns of thankfgivings Seg 
whata fatisfying comfort he took n ; 
that holy duty, 7 will bleſs thee ( _ 

| Cy » 
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he, Pſel..63+) while 1 live, T will life 


all be ſatisfied as with marrow and 


| y my hands in thy name 3 My ſoul 


. -- by kis ſoul was ſatisfied, and which 
© Wage him fing with joyful lips. 


Few. men have gone through more 
aflictions than David. $0 great they 
wers, that once bi foul refuſed to be 
comfarted, and that he wes troubled 
when be remembred God. But then , 


he chid himſelf, and ſaid, This 44 my 


tnfirwity, but 1 will remember the works 
the Lord; and then with a holy 


F eloquence he ſet himſelf upon praiſes 


of the glariqus works of God in the 


$ deliverances of his people ; and 


that was bis ſold comfort, That 
folid comfort ſhall not be wanting to 
thoſe diſcomforted fouls that will ſet 
themſelves heartily to praiſe God for 


| bis great works of Nature, Provi- 


dence and Grace ;-thoſe eſpecially 


which be bath wrovght for the re- 
| demption 


For troubled Conſeiences. 19; - 
demption and preſeryation of his 
Churchs beſides the wonders of his. : 
mercies for thezr particular perſons, 
In-one word, Let your mouth and 
your heart be filled with the praiſe 
and honour of God all the day long, 
- all your life long 3. You may be ſure 
that his comforts will ever keep 
company with his prailes. . 
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PRAYER 


U411 aud wicked Converſation 


of this world. 


' Praiſe thee, My heavenly Father, 
that thou haſt given me by thy 

* Word and-Spirit, and by a Chriſtian 
education, ſome knowledge of thy 
laws and promilſes,and-ſome ſenſe of 
my religious duty - towards thee my 


veraign good. Wherefore I cannot 
but lament to ſee my ſelf ſo engaged 
among the vanities of this ſinfulworld, 


whetier I be intangled in endleſs bu- 
fiaefſes, or enſlaved to- ceremoniGus 
entertainment, or drawn by:cuftome 
and company to ſhews and "ſports, 
wherewith I am not ſo much deiight- 
ed as ſurfeited. Of all that vain con- 
VEL» 


To be ſtrengthened againſÞ the 


Maker, my Redeemer , and my ſc«- 


that the courſe of my life 1s a perpe- 
tual diſtration from thy' ſervice, . 


| hoes EY ION Ss a _ "0 


Cc onver{, ation of this World. 1 95 
verſation the very pleaſures end in 
ſadneſs, becaule they draw: me away 
from -thee my God, 'my only joy 5 
ſo far away, that:many-times-Fhaye 
much ado to find the way to. thee 
again, and to ſettlemy mind in a fir 
diſpoſition to ſeek and find thee; 
Neither is diſtcation from good the 
' worſt effect of that worldly conyerſa- 
tion ; But it makes me lend mine ears 
to blaſphemies and magiſtralAtheiſm, 
which if any offer to confute, he is 
put out of countenance with common 
places of Boufonnery at holineſs and 
conſcience, Such companies leaye 
my heart ſmitten with horror, and 
my memory ( againſt my will ) fil- 
kd with their wicked and tempting 
communication. O my God, this ſoul 
of. mine which thou ownelt for thine, 
is turned Jooſe among thine ene- 
mies. 'My ſoul is among lyons ; 
Satan and the world-are combined 
againſt me ; So that whileſt the world 
ſpreadeth the netsof vanity andallure- 
ments to entrap my fleſh,Satan makes -- 

| open 


- 
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open war againſt my ſpirit, and bat-- 
ters the main fortreſs - of my faith, 
with his'great ordnance of falfe Phi- 
loſophy and Atheiſtical Rhetorick; © 
my God, who haſt inlightened me 
with thy truth, endow-me alſo with 
thy ſtrength to defend it, or rather 
to defend my ſelf; - for thy truth is 
Hvinciblezbut I am weak, and unable 
to withſtand the principalities and 
power of hell which feem to be let 
looſe in this prodigious age, the 
reign of bold impiety and infidelity, 
| O my God, grant me accoraing tothe 
' riches of thyylory to be ſbrengthened 
Ls. with might by thy Spirit in the wner 
"man; That Chriſt may awell in my 
heart through faith, that Theing root- 
. ed and grounded in love, may be able to- 
comprehend with all Saints what is the 
breadrhyand length,and depth and berg ht, - 
#nd to know the love of Chriſt which paſ- . 
feth knowledge,that ] may be filled with 
all the fulneſs of Ged, Ephel. 3, 16. 
O thou thas arr able to apes te 


_ 
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abundantly above all that we ask or 
think, aceorfling to thy power that 
worketh in'us, Þuild me, 1 beſeech 
thee, more and morein my moſt holy 
faithuponthe fundamental ſtone,my 
'Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Ariſe,O Lord,in 
thy ſtrength, and confound all the 
powers of darkneſs. Let all blaſphe- 
mous mouths be ſtopt., and let all 
creatures made after thine image con- 
ſecrate their mind and their tongue 
to confeſs thy truth, and glorife thy 
name, Arm my foul with thy vertue 
from above againſt the deceitfulneſs 
of enticements,companies,and croed 
_ of buſineſſes which divert me from 
thy ſervice, and grant me to attend 
faithfully -and principally that one 
thing neceſſary, thy ſervice, O Lord, 
and the grand butineſs of walking 
before thee unto all pleaſing, ſoberly, 
righteovſly and godly : While im- 
ptcty is bold and outragious to deride 
it, let me not be aſhamed to own it 

by my words and practice.O Chriſt, 

that gaveſt thy ſelf for our ſins, that 


thou 
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thou mighteſt deliver us from this pre- 

ſent evil world ( Gal. 1. 4. ).ſuffer 

me not to deprive my ſelf, by my 

toye of the world, of that ſaving be- 

nefir of thy death, and give me wiſ- 

dom to ayoid'the wicked ways of 
the world which lead into perdition ;. 
fo living'in this world as aſpiring to 

a better; yea living already with the 

life of the world to'come, which con- 

ſiſteth in' thy knowledge, thy love, 

thy praife,and'thy glory. Grant this 
© Lord, through thy Son, and work 
it in me by thy Spirit : to'whom with 
thee and thy coeternal Son be all ho- 
nour and glory, now and for eyer- 
, more,. Amen. h 


PRAY- 
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PPRAYER 
Of the Godly man in Proſperity. 


Read and merciful Father, I'pre+ 
ſent unto thy holy Maj:ſty the 
lacrifice of my humble reverence and 
adoration, and of my hearty praiſes 
and thanks for the excellency of thy. 
mercies;Chiefly for that mercy which 
paſſeth all underſtanding, thine etere 
nal compaſſion in thySon JeſusChriſt, 
in whom1T haye remiſſion of my fins, 
and the honour to be one of thy chil> 
dren, and heirs of thy kingdom. I 
bleſs thee for thy loving fatherly care 
1-which Hive and moveand have my 
being, and my well being z- whereby 
I have been fo many times relieved 
.in-my wants, aſliſted in my difficul» 


ties, comforted in my ſorrows, heal» .- 


ed in my ſickneſſes, protefted in my _ - 
dangers, reſcued. witha mighty _ | 
and 
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and a ſtretched out arm from ntter 
perdition. I blefsthee, O Lord, for 
cefending- me even while 1 offend 
thee,” taking my part againſt mine 
own follyand ſinfulneſs,and againſt all 
mine enemies ſpiritual and temporal. 
- © God of my health and my ſal. 
vation , my careful prote@or , my 
bountifal bencfactor,l defire to reliſh 
how thou art gracious, and for thy 
great love to love thee with allmy 
| heart,withall my ſoul;and with all my 
underſtanding, and cver to glorifie 
thee with my body and; with -m 
ipirit which are thine. £1 

But I acknowledge withconfufron 
of tace,that I have not made the right 
pſe of thy bleflings. I have abuted 
thy graces, negleted thy fervice, 
and many many ways tranſgreſſed 
= news rea nair Pontius - 

y makes my {1n$rxceedmg 
4 yongpartoin notes me. Untothee - 
- O Lord belongeth juſtice, bur unto 
 _ me confuſion of face. Yet unto thee 
 alfobelopgeth mercychat thou —_— 
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be feared. Have mercy upon me, Q 
Lord, that I way fear thee and thy 
goodnelss Waſh my ſinful foul in 
the blood of thy Son. Accept the 
merit of his paſſion and obedience for 
propiriation for my fins. - For. his 
ſake continve thy lovingkindneſs unto 
me., and encreaſe my thankfulneſs, 
Thou haſt given me out of thybounty 
competency of the goods of this 
world', but my foul is not ſatisfied 
with them, t took for better, for 
greater goods, thy good Spirit, O - 
Lexd, tocreate in me a clean hearr, 
and renew a right ſpirit within me; 
thy wiſdom to inſtruct me, thy ver- 
tue to uphold me, thy love to com- 
fort me; thy fear fo to guide me in 
all my/ ways; that the words.of my 
mouth, the meditations of my heart, 
and The. works of my hands,be at all 
times acceptable unto thee, O Gate 
my-ſtrengch and my Redeemer. Give: 
heakh tomy body,peace to my mind, 
tranquility ro. my eſtate, ſufficiency 
20 mp coadicion, thy bleſſing to the: 
SO 


| ' 202 Prayer of the Godlyman 
gifcs-of thy liberality, and grace to 
owenothing toany man but love, but 
to make my light ſo to ſhine betore 
men,that they ſeeing my good works 
may glorifie thee my heavenly Father. 
Preſerve me from the ordinary tem- 
ptations of proſperity; todoevil be- 
- Caule one hath means to do it,where- 
by many are overcome, and treaſure 
up to themſelves wrath againſt the 
day of wrath. Rather let me be in- 
duced todo good,becauſe thou giveſt 
me means to do it, and to put on all 
the armour of the new man, becauſe 
mycondition makes me more expoſed 
totemptation.' Wean thy heart from 
this vaia world,and the deceitfulneſs 
"of riches, apt to take wings and fly 
away, and unapt to fatisfie a mans 
heart. when they are moſt plentiful 
and conſtant. Give me grace to take 
the only courſe to preſerve them,and 
get good by them, which is to lend 
them unta thee, and ſend them before 
- me._ to "heaven by the fure return of 


alms-deeds. Lord as my ſtore-is =—_ 
"thy 
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thy bleſſings, ſo let my heart be full 
of-.thy love, my mouth with thy 
praiſe, and my hands with- good 
watks. -O for all thy gifts of this 
world, and more for thoſe of the 
world-to coine,and for the earneſt of 
them in my heart, let my ſoul bleſs 
thee, O Lord,and all that is within me 
bleſs thy holy Name. 


NP ah the Poor 
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of the Poor and Diſtreſſed. 


M Y to Jeſu, eternal Son of 
God, who art the King of 
King's and Lord of lords,and yet out 
of thine infinite love- to us.poor fin- 
> _ nershaſttakenupon thee the form-of 
* - aiſervant, and a poor man, ſo poor 
- as to have not where to lay thy head. 
I praiſe thee that thou haſt honoured þ 
me with a conformity to thy conditi- 
on.And who am I that 1 ſhouldaſpire 
to a better condition than that of the 
San,of God ? Lord, thou aidſt become 
poor that through thy poverty we might 
be rich» O make me_one of thoſe poor 
in the world, rich in faith, and heirs of 
the K ing dom which thou haſt promiſed 
to them that love thee. Let all the nn- 
+ _ kindnefles of the world prove unto 
+ *- methydiſcipline to learn of thee, O Þ- y 
| Chriſt, 
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. _ -- and Diſtreſſed. 205 


Chriſt, to take thy yoke upon me and 
learn of thee thax' thou art meek and 
humble of heart, that by my confor- 
mity to thy meeknels and humility 
may find reſt unto my ſoul, and that 
by thy gracious aſſiitance and power- 


ful comforts I may find thy yoke ea-' 


fie and thy burden light. This po. 
yerty, theſe diſtreſſes, are thy yoke 
upon me. Welcome all that comes 
from'my God,good is the yoke of the 
Lord, : good is the hand of the Lord. 


But Lord if thou encreaſeſt my bur-  *: 


den , increaſe alſo my” ſtrength to 
bear it. Since I am called by thee 
to glorifie thee by my patience, en- 


dow me with that precious gift. Do 


in me that which thou requireſt of 
me. Let the very tribplation work 
in me Patience,and experience, hope, 
a hope that makes not aſhamed, be- 
cauſe the love of God is diffaſed in 
my'heart, by the Holy Ghoſt, which 
in ſome meaſure is given unto me. 
Whatſoever I want elſe let me never 


- want truſt in thee, in whom I live 


KR and 
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59 6 7 two Poor - 
i {and move; and have-my being. -'For 
thou,C Lord;whocloatheſt the- Lilies 
| of. thefield,” and feedeſt the birds of 
” Heaven,--wilt. not - ſuffer 'me whom 
* chou-haſt made after thine image, re- 
bac withthy. blood, andendow- 
- ed with-thy knowledge: and loye,.to 
- want neceſlary- ſuſtenance or to be 
*.cruſkt down by adyerſities and adyer- 
| aries While | rely-upon thy fathers 
»-;Iy care, give me the grace toattend 
4 thy provid you with my induſtry,not 
= -ſlothful jn buſineſs, fervent in Spirit, 
: + Merving the.Lord, rejoycingin hope, 
©; vena in tribulation, perſeverant Tos 
= ſtant in prayer, and even in my tribu- 
-Jations diſtributing tothe neceſlity of 
| -the Saints, being lure that truſting in 
- thee and doing good, 1 ſhzll want no 
| - good at thy fatherly hand. The Lord | 
+ 1s my ſhepherd, ſhall not want, The 
- 'Lordisthe portion of my inheritance, 
*1 canyor-be deſtitute. - That may 
F” keep me from that ſad condition, as 
n much as it Iyeth in me,by my diligent 
= -<CNdeavour, T bt leech thee O gracious 
4 F.10 Th, 


and Diſtreſſed.” . 257 2 ; 
_ Fatherto give health to my body and > 
vigour to my ſpirit, integrity in my 
behaviour, wiſdom in my conrerlateg 
on z and howſoever thou diſpoſeſt ol 
me for my outward ſtate, give me" 
"grace to live in thy fear,todye in thy 
Tove, and be received into thy Kings 1 | 
dom, through Jeſus Chriſt my Lord: 
and Saviour, Amen. 


Morning Prayer, 


Lmighty, all juſt, and all mer- 
TA. ciful Father, in thy might inft- 
= nite, in thy juſtice.dreadfal,. but in 
* thy mercy through thy beloved Son\ 
£+ acceſſible z I the work of thy hands, \ 
= and thovgh defiled with ſin, yet ſtill 
thy living image, made for thy ſer- 
= vice and glory, and made thine again 
by agracious and powerful redempti- 
=-- on, deſire heartily here to pay to thee 
> the duc homage of my body and ſoul, 
” .1n ry prayers and ptaiſes. Othat 
=» I might preſent thema living ſacrifice 
E  holy,acceptableunto thee whichismy 
þ- reaſonable ſervice ! But I acknow- 
} ledge with confuſion of face that I 
| -have made myfelf unfit to render un- 
>. --to thee the whole duty which 1 ſtand 
indebted in by the charters of my 
= creationand-redemprivn; and” have | 
” inmbezelled my talents of Nature and 
BE \_ Grace 
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Grace by many tranſgreſſions, miſ- 

applying to ſin both my body made > 

to. be thy Temple, and my ſoul made 3 

and renewed again to be the image of * 

thy truth and holineſs. The vanity, 
the cares,the love of this ſinful world * 

coyetous and carnal deſires, and cons? 

tagion of vicious company, have got 3 

too much room in my heart,and like 7 

thorns ace choaking. the good ſeeds - | 
of thy faith, fear and love. But I pre= 

ſent.my body and ſob unto thee, not * 

_ 'to warrant them” holy, but'to give 7 
thee thine. own/ howioever, 1 pre-3 
ſent them not as ſatisfaCtions to thy © 
juſtice, but as. moving ſubjects of thy"Z 
mercy. 1 come not to bring righte- * 

- ouſneſs unto thee, I cometo ſeek it, > 
humbly - beggiog at thy hands that 7 
may be covered with the meritorious: 8 
righteouſneſs of thy Son Jeſus Chrilt.: * 
O-Lord if thou joſtifieſt, who is he** 
_ that condemneth ? Grant,that beings: 
juſtified by faith 1 may have peace*? 
with thee: through Jeſus Chriſt my 
Lord, Give me a faith fruitfulin® 

K.3 good.” 
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o 'OOC works, grace to walk before 
{goo unto all pleaſing, and ſo to be- 
have my ſelf with the world as being 
1 ways before thy holy Eyes, ſober- 
iy, righteouſly, and godly,” that my 
gghbours: being edrfied with - my 
-#ocd life may glorifie thee my hea- 
| a Father, Illuminate my mind 
+ _ knowledge of thy truth. In- 
e my heart. with zealof thy glory 
40 | charity to. my neighbours. 
Sr & CT engthen me: by thy 200d: Spirit ro. 
=overcomeall thetemptations of Satan 
£ IT ad the world, and ſubdue all the re- 
ellions of. my carnal mind ; that I be 
mot beaten down by aflitions, nors 
: coi Etupted with eaſe;nor drawn away 

'V th evil-defires,nor- oppreſt "with 
1 worldly cares, hor infefted with bad; 

: xamples, nor infeting others with 

my evil converſation.” Give me the: - 
prace to ſeck and to find thy kingdom 
and | thy righteouſneſs,to be diligent 
and x Wade: in my temporal calling, 
and to caſt all my cares upon thee,for 
hon carclt for. me. Send thy ſaving! 
hs - light 


Moyweng Prayer. 220% 

light and thy converting - Spirit to» 2 
thoſe that ace ignorant oreſtranged >: 
from thee. Let the ends of the world: J 
ſee thy ſalyation, Extend thy healing? 
hand upon the ſores of thyChurch in. 
theſenations.Let truthand peace floyd+#* 
riſh in this State, Let it be maintaine@+£&* 
by piety and juſtice. Pour bleſlings of * 2 
heaven and earthupon. the King and...Z 
the Royal family, Proſper their per=-.7 
ſons, and guide their counſels by the (.;} 
Spirit of thy fear,the Spirit of wiſdoos: 1? 
and underſtanding. . O great Keeper - 
of thine I ſcael that-never ſlumbereſt> 
nor ſleepeſt; defend us againſt our ' 3; 
watchful and unwearied enemies cons - 
found their devices againſt thy truth: 
and thyChurch,and according to thy: -.-* 
wiſdom to fetchgoodout of evil, turn» 
hem tothyglory and the gaod of thy" 2 
people. Take me and all} my dear-_.2 
friends and relations to thy fatherly  * 
protection. And for ſo much of thy fa+; - 
therly protectionand bounty as I have :-: 
enjoyedhitherto,makeme trulythank= . 

- ful,and trulyſenGbleofall thycomforts : :! 
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E for this-life, and ndbre of thoſe of the 
> life:to comez Of that unyaluable 
je honek: that : thou -haſt called me 
of the: darkneſs of ignorance , 
Pn perdition unto thy marvel- 
568 aus light, the light of thy know- 
Rage, thy-'grace and thy, glory ; 
50h give” me the grace to expreſs 
| 20y: thankfulgeſs with my praiſes and | 
my religious,” juſt; and charitable 

=. converſation.” Be'thou the: comforter 
£. W eabeaflicted. Preſerve'all thy chit 
dren from all. ſin- and all danger. 
|... Strengthen them againſt the temptati- 
|: onsof adverſity and proſperity.Grant 
.. me ſoto uſethis world as not abuſing 
” ir and Preparing my ſelf roleave it. 
And whatſoever I 'would compaſs, 
- whatſoever 1 take in hand, Enable me 
- to have always thy fear before mine- 
eyes, and totake a firm hold of that 
_—_ part/ which may-not be taken 
Far] from-me,even of thy ſelf, OLord 
who art the everlaſting portion of 
/ mine inheritance through Jeſus Chriſt 
E my Lord. Amer, | 

F 76 + Our Father, &c. Evens 


Evening Prayer. 


Humble my. ſelf before thy holy: - 
23. Majeſty, Dread and Merciful Fa-. 
ther, to-preſent unto thee the due of . 
| fering of my beſt affeftion:, and of 


my whole ſelf, as thy creature made 2 
after thine image, and redeemed by” # 
thy Son: Very ſorry that I cannog : 
preſent my ſelf better, and that after 
all the helps of grace, which thou haſt 4 
bountifully beſtowed upon me; Iam: - ? 
ſtill yery-ſhort of being holy, becauſe: 
thou art holy. For my heart whichis © 
wholly dne unto thee is ſtolen away. 
by. the cares of this mortal life, by the + - 
converſation of-the world,and by the. 
vanity, levity, and perverſeneſs of 
my corrupt deſires. and imaginati- 
QnsSe 

....OLordl am fo far from pretend-- 
ing togive a good account of my ſelf 7 
tothy juſtice,that I am an humble pe- - 
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E 2r4 Evening Proj. 
& tioner to thy mercy that thou enter 
= 'not' into judgment with thy ſervant”, 
+ for in thy fight ſhall no man living be 
z juſti fied npon the account of his righ- 
- teon ſneſs, All the account 1 can give 
& thee is, that being unrighteous I 
+ have my whole recourſe unto the 
> righteouſneſs of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
 -who is the Lord my righteouſneſs. 
© Be pleaſed O-Lotd to put his righte- 
_ ouineſs to my account. Make me 
= 4rvuly partaker of the ranſome of infi- 
© - nite value of his blood and obedi- 
= ence, that in him and through him 1 
- Way beaccepted of thee. 

--- Enable me totake more care here- 
- after to glorife thee in my body and 
| io my fpirit which arethine 3 cemem- 
-- bring with what high price I was 
#  *bought,and that thySon hath redeem- 
= ed me for himſelf, -that I ſhould: be 
E - one of thy peculiar people zealous 
; of good works, and haſt given me 
- my body and ſoul to hold-as a farm 
>... under thee my-great Landlord. © 
+. ThatI may ſo husband my ſoul that 
5-2 - » it 
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it: may bring forth fruits of righte- 1 


from thee. And withal give me that ::_? 
_ grace that my ſpirit may work with. 3 


ove and promifes, to keep me- firm + % 


nothing to be accounted of compare @44 
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Evening Prayers. 216 3 


ouſneſs, be pleaſed thy ſelf to plant * 
it with the choiceſt plants of gy true - 
knowledge and love, vertue and god- - 
lineſs. Let thy good Spirit ſhineup- - 7 
on.it, iand into it, for of my ſelf,' as © 
from my ſelf,-1 am not able to do a- - 3 
ny good , but all my ſufficiency 18+ * 


chy Spirit, . employing all the powers 3 3 
of Nature and Grace to mortifie all. 3 
my carnal and worldly affections and - 7 
the fin which ſo eaſily beſets me, that-- * 
E may -live unto righteouſnes, and : 2 
walk before thee unto all pleaſing. -. |. 7 

Give me an aflured Faith in thy. 


inadyerſity, truſting in thee and fear- - 2 
ing nothing but thee, and ſtedfaſt in * 2 
proſperity , reſiſting all the- allure- - 3 
ments of ſiaful pleaſure and profit.as « 


tothe glory of eternal life andthe .- ® 
bleſſednefs-of 'a good conſcience. . 2 

Protect--me this night aad all the 2 
time - 
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S 216 Evening Prayer. 
- _timeof my life from all dangers, and 


© from all mine enemies ſpiritual and 
© temporal, Continue unto me thy fa- 
= therly care, bounty and liberality, for 
Which 1 deſire ever to .be thankful. 
2 Bleſſed be thou, O Gracious Father , 


for all thy comforts of this life, for 
thy promiſes of a better life, and-for 


/ - the means thou affordeſt me to a tain 


unto it.. -O make me a good diſciple 


4 + ,of- thy bleſſings, and for thy great 


loye give me the grace ever to love 
thee and glorifie thee, with my hearty 
Praiſes, and my careful obedience, 

/.- Maiatainthy glory. Adyance thy 
Kingdom. Preſerve thy Chyrch from 


-  Perlecutions, but more from hereſies, 


diviſions and vices. Pardon and con; 


+ vert her enemies. Make thelight of 


. thy Goſpel powerfully to ſhine unto 
>. the cnds of the earth. 'Bleſs.abun- 
dantly the King andthe Royal houſe: 


”” Ltit ever afford Defendery of the 
= Faith, and ProteQors of thy Church. 
- * Be-gracious to my family and; all 


+ - -thebranches thereof, Let thy grace 
DS: | "5: "ae 
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Evening Prayer, 2179) 
and thy peace and the ſpirit of thy 7 
fear abide in it, and with all our bre- * 
thren in Chriſt. Guard us with thy.” 
providence, Guide us with thy coun- 
ſel, aad afrerwards receive us to glo- 
ry,through Jeſus. Chriſt-our Lord. * * 
Our F ather 0 GC. 
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The Author's Devotions for . 
his particalar ſelf. , 


Daniel 12. 13. 


But go thou thy way till the end; for A 
. thou ſhalt reſt, and ftand to the lot” 
in the end of the days. J 


Soliloquy. 


Bleſs God it is no new doom to 
- K& me that I muſt away. I have been 
going from the beginning of my day. 
Even then Death begun to ftand be- 
bind me winding vp the thred of - 4 
"Sw, . . ©-- 4 


SF . 


£218. The Author*s Devotions. 
life while Nature was ſpinning of it. 
All wy life paſt Death hachit,and ſhe 
- hathnow made of it one of the largeſt 
>bottoms, ſo that ſhe and 1 muſt come 
: ſhortly to the end of the thred. Then 
+ ſhall-l baye done both living and dy- 
F ing in this world. Then ſhall I begin 
” alife without end, a life expreſt by 
>the Angel to Darzel as collfiſting in -. 
- two bleſſed ſtates ſucceſſively ; The 
© firſt a reſt after the long. turbulent 


7 
; 


= agitationof this earthly voyage, a 


- 


comfortable reſt in the God of my 


: 


= falvation : And that #41! the end of the « 
--. days, the end of time,the conſumma- 
= tionofallcreatedthings,togive place 
> £0aſfccondand infinitely better ſtatcs - 
= the eternal beatifical. /oe of God's 
* Children,in which I hope to ſtand. 
= Neither can be taxed of preſum- - 
= ption to look to haye my lot with the 
 great.Prophet Daniel 1n that glorious - 
3 nn ; ſince by the promiſes of - 
E the Goſpel Iam invited to noleſs lot 
+ than to have God for my portion, tv 
© have God in me, and be my ſein 


- 
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The Author's Devotions. \219 7. 
God. So much was obtained for me * 
by my Saviours laſt prayer to God - 
his Father.So much was purchaſed for. : 
me by my Saviour's death on theCroſs.-: 
After I have raiſed my Meditation + 
totheſe high and certain hopes, and 7 
fixed my- heart upon them, Lord!” 
how much am I diſtaſted with the 2 
powerfulleſtincentives of worldly de+ 
fires, and the principal worldly ob=- 4} 
jets of enyy and admiration! I look 
upon this low world,as if 1 were ſee-- © 
ing the Earth from Heayen.- But 7 
what ! I live in Earth, and muſt as 
long as God makes it my ſtation: And. * 
in it I muſt bear the incommodities of © 
this muddy - cottage, my body,where -: 
it rains in with Catarrhs,& the whole 
crazy building would tumble down. :: 
and crumble to duft,were it not held 
up with new-props eyery day.Befides, * 
is there not a perpetual warfare for - 
men upon Earth, eſpecially for the -* 
godly man ? May not the ſociety of 
- men be diſtinguiſhed into two ranks, 
the oppreſlor agd the opprelled ? gp A 
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4 2 "FR The Author” s Devotionss 
all again put into one row of offenders 


- *partof the earth lieth-under the helliſh 
: - darkneſs of Heatheniſm and Mahume- 
q : tiſm?Whar a great part of the Church 
> 3s brutified with groſs idolatry, and 
> blindly. enſlaved to-the covetouſneſs 
” and ambition of thoſe that have turn- 


- "Among that: Epidemical corruption 
- how few retreats are there for the 
- -worſhippers of -God according to his 
# - truth and command? What a publick 
* hatred againſt thoſe that will worſhip 
= "nenebut God, and will have no Me-« 
= "diator but Chriſt, and acknowledge 


be "How ſtrong; is the Teign of Satan in 
” this fad world?. How weak is the 
; "Power of godlineſs in it ? Hath not 


*- *the goodneſs of the beſt of us isas the 
} morning clond and the early.dew that 
E: *paſſeth away?How boldly do the De- 
F vyil's fervants do their Maſters: work, 
; 20d blaſpheme God's good name? 
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| againſt their Maker ? What agreat , | 


3 ed Religion into a temporal traffick ? 


"no foreign power. above their King? 


E wickedneſs its conſtant courſe, while . 


How | 
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, How ſeldom and how weakly do *- 


God's ſervants ſtand for the defence 
of their great Maſter's glory ? Woe «7 
me that I ſojourn in Melech,that I dwell 
in the tents of Kedar ! My ſoul bath 
dwelt -too long with them that hate peace, 
thar abhor truth and holineſs, that 
work iniquity with both hands. But [ 
' - have agreater reaſonthan the iniquity - 
of . others to make me weary of this 
life; It is my ſin, mine own ſin,chat law 
in my membtrs warring againſt the law 
of my mind, and bringing me into captis 
vity tothe law of fin, It is that captivi- 
ty-which makes me cry as a better 
 -Mman'did-before. O wretched man that 1 
| am who. ſhall deliverme for the body of 
this dedth? Yet] muſt add with hitn, 
I thank. God through Feſus Chriſt our 
. Lord. © how great a reaſon have] to 
praiſe God that I can ſee my ſinful 
condition? that I ſee my danger,and 
that at the ſame time I ſee my reme- 
dy ? Yea, ſee it;and take it,and apply 
it to my ſelf : A remedy of infallible 
vertue, A ranſom of infinite value,to 

- redeem ..' 


” 222 The Author's Devotions.. 
” redeem me from ſin,and the wages of 
» fin which is death, fromthat worſt 
-, fort of death the portion. of God's 
enemies for eyer ; and to promote 
me to the beſt kind of life,the life of 
holineſs and glory eternally withGod, 
- yea, thelife of God in my meaſure. 
- For this certain hope I thank God 
# through Fes Chriſt our Lord, God 


” - who was pacified with me throvgh- 


Zeſws Chriſt,our Lord hath given me. 


Þ- for his ſake remiſſion of my lins,hath- 
= even givenme that beloyed Son. of 


his,and himſelf with him 3: ſo that I 
may ſay-witha heavenly confidence, 
Fam my Beloved's and my Beloved is- 


C- "wine. Lord F:{u come quickly, and 


” bringmetothereſt appointed for me, 
there to enjoy a holy, happy, quie 


till ſtate, I be called to ſtand ina. 


better, glorius,. and everlaſting lot; 


_ 


The Authar's Prayer. #23 


PRATE R. 


Y great and good God, Ma- 
ker of my Body, and Father 


of my Spirit, whom and for whom *: 


1 live I have had in my life a long: 
combate with my ſinfulaefs,many ex. * 
periences of thy juſt chaſtenings,and 
more of thy fatherely compaſlions z 


which were made more evident and © 


ſenſible unto me by the compariſon of 
thy judgments upon the wicked 
| world, who have eyes and will notſee 
thy truth and thy wil},but reſolyedly 
walk in the yanity of their unregene= 
rate fenſe, till they ſlide into final per- 
dition. Blefſzd be thou,O my God, 
that thou haſt reclaimed me from the 
ways of perdition by thy fatherly 
rods ; That thou haſt enlightened me 

| with the knowledge of thy holy will 

and thy ſaving promiſes. That thou 
haſt taught me by thy Word,and con- 

verted me by the Spirit, making me 

know and foretaſt what' & the hope of | 
thy 
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224 The Author's Prayer. 

thy calling, and what the riches and 
glory of thine inheritance in'the Saints 7, 
And what u the exceeding greatneſs cf 
thy power to 144 ward who believe, dt- 
.Foraing tothe working 'of thy mighty 
power. Bleſſed be thou for viing thats 
mighty power to ſubdue my corrupt 
nature, and preſerve me from. the 
contagion .of this wicked world , 
working in me repentance from my 
great ſins, and enabling me to em- 
Þrace byfaith the merit of mySaviour 
Jeſws,who hath made my peace with 


+ Thee, and by his good Spirit hath ſpo« 


ken peace to-my ſoul. 1 bleſs thee for 
the fatherly_ watchful care of ' thy 
good providence, whereby thou haſt 

ed me, prote&ed-me,. defended me 
againſt .incenſed and aCtive advyerſa- 
ries, and through hard paſlages baſt 
made ways for me where there'was 


no-way. It is of thy ſingular Jove [ 


and'\ miraculonspower'that I was. re- 
ſcued from trials too great for me to 


ban 
\  R me, 


- 


hs. 


—_— Iiwas almoſt in all evil, J*% 
ds of wicked men had got hold. of f*Þ! 
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me, the powers of Hell had encloſed 
me on every fide, but God who haſt 
ſet me apart for his ſervice and giory, 
ſmore theic rage with blindneſs,and 
made me to Elcape as aBird ont of the 
ſnare of the Fowlers ; for which ad. 


world muſt be a perpetual, and my 
life infeavenaneternal thankſgiving, 
unto thee the great and good God of 
my ſalvation. I bleſs thee my graci- 
ous guide, that in the publick diſtra. 
Ctions thou haſt given me the grace to 


| ſtand to my duty, and in the general 


ſtorm.haſt provided a ſhelter for me 
under the ſhadow. of thy wings, 
whence I could ſafely behold the vio- 
lent tragedies of a fad and wicked 
time, thy judgment upon a ſinful 
Nation,and thy wonders for the pre- 
ſervation of thoſe that feared thee 
and truſted in thee.Bleſſed be thou,O 
[God of patience and comfort, that 


thou haſt given them and me patience 
and comfort in the long trial, and in 


{thy good time haſt made it to end ina 


gracious 


mirable delix@ance my life in this - 
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© praciousdeliveraice. I bleſs'thee for 
making the various turns of -publick 
> buſineſles effetual ro open mine eyes 4 


= of the molt delirable things of this 
-- from them, and make'it ſettle and 


- manient good which never diſappoin- 
| teth the poſſcfſor; neither in this life, 


= of my pilgrimage, for preſerving me 
- fromthe bondage of debt, for make- 


3 -thoucalleſt me-unto, thoſe eſpecially 
+ of my beſt and heavenly calling. I am 
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to: ſee the: vanity and deceitfulneſs 
world, enough to wean my heart 


fix upon thee the Soveraign and per» 


nor in the life to come. And withal 
I bleſs thee for allotting me ſuch a 
competency of. thy temporal bleſ- j 
ſings, as both kept me from envying 

my neighbours, and gave them little } 
occaſion of enyying me, 1 bleſs thee 
for being my ſure portion in the land 


iog me the head and not the tail of 
my Family, and teaching me by that 
diſpenſation of thy providence what FJ -: 
duties thou requireſt of me. | 
- Alas! when conſider what duties 
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Prayer.. | 
-+caſt down with ſhame and conf 21 9 
-of face,acknoledging that Fhave been ..3 
-- yery ſhort of  imploying and more of |; 
improving my ta lent. Pardon,good - 7 3 
Lord, pardon that criminal neglis : 
gence, And withal mercifully accept 7 
thoſe few defective performances of 7 
thy ſervice, for which with a ſincere 7 
heart I have laboured. And though 
I be but an uvprofitable ſervant, yet 
4 by thy'great mercy let me eater into 
| the joy of my Maſter, Great ſearcher 
of rhe hearts, thou kaowelt that the. 
chief cauſe of my longing for that joy 
is, that being free from corrupt fleſh 
I may,offer unto thee'pure duties with . 
a pure ſpirit, and without end or in- 
terruption ſerve and praiſe thee, with 
all my heart, with all my foul,. and. 
with all my underſtanding. -I have 
waited for thy ſalvation, O Lord. 
Into thy hands I commit my Spirit, . 
Into thy hands alſo I commit my Bo- 
dy, for thou haſt redeemed both, O- 
Lord God of truth. And after thon 
haſt given reſt to my Spirit in thy. 3 
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